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a The ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. 

and deplorable fervitudc. If we take a review" 
oa the hiftories and accounts of Afia, we (hall be 
amazed to find^ that for {q many fucceeding ages 
no other law hath been known in thefe climates 
but the will of their monarchs, who have been 
always revered as vifible gods } and before whom 
the reft of the earth, in proftrate ftlence, was to 
ihrink into annihUation. Even in our times tra- 
I Tellers are <rften fpeAators of barbarous and tragic 

\ fcenes, the conftant effe& of a (hocking and 

I deteftable conftitution. where ont makes the whole s 

It ' ' 

and the wMe is nothing. 

It is in fuch diftrefsful regions that man, de* 
ftitute of will, is feen to kifs his chains ; there, 
without any certainty as to fortune or property, 
he adores his tyrant \ and without any knowledge 
of humanity or reafon, is reduced to have no 
other virtue but fear ; and what is firll a greater 
caufe for us to be furprized at, and to reflect 
upon, is, that men there carry fervitude to fuch 
a degree of beroifm as to be indiflfeient about their 
own exiftence, and often to blefi with a religious 
imbecility the favage capricioufnefs that deprives 
them of life ; the fole article they, doubtlefs, ihould 
freely poflels \ but which, according to the fove^* 

reign's 
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rrign's law, is to belong to him alone to difpofe 
of at bis pleafure. 

The more one has reflected on the features that 
charaAerife the Afiatic monarchs and their fub- 
jeAs, the more intenfe becomes the defire that 
was excited of inveftigating how the human race 
born free, enamoured with, and jealous in the 
extreme of their natural liberty, efpecially in the 
primitive ages, could dwindle into a total oUivion 
of their rights, their privileges, and lofe that pre* 
cious property which ratifies the worth of exift- 
ence. In effed, what motives, what events have 
been able either to fubdue, or to induce men, en- 
dowed with reafon, to render themfelves the mute 
inftrumcnts, and infenfible objeAs, of the capri- 
cioufnefs of an individual, their equal ; a being no 
better than themfelves ! Whenoe happened it, 
in a climate fuch as that of Aiia, where religion 
hath always had fo great an influence over the 
minds of men ? Whence happened, I lay, that 
there the human fpecies, by an unanimous agree* 
ment, ihould reje£k the mod beautiful, the moft 
powerful, and the moft valuable gift received from 
nature, and (hould renounce the dignity which 
they had derived from their creator ? 
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^ ;k • THis.finiiigQ.clirporition in Afiatic mind^i and 

this mifeniblc condition of the . fincft part of the 
world, hath extremely affcded, in all times, phi- 
lofophers, hiftorians, and travellers ; there are but 
few pf thm. who have not endeavoured to account 
in fome. .manner for it,* and «to. trace it up to its 
four^e, .Aether in the moral or the phyfical 
caufe^ of the climate \ but a^greater number have 
•maderefearches in their imagination only, unfur- 
niihed with the knowledge rcquifite to refolve and 
.unfold ib difficult and fo rntcrcfting a problem* 

t . : . . • 

' SoM£ were of opinion, that, in order to come 

at the primitive caufo*; of this degradation of hu- 

'man nature,' it was ncccflary to remount to. die 

•barbarous 'ages when, mankind, wandering and 

•timid) fubmitted thcmfclvcs to the ftrongcr ; fomc 

^ iirft. through choice, and others afterwards through 

; forced* I They who adopted this opinion a|>pcar 

rnot. to> have. fu(Hcieiitly , oonfidered, thnt, dur- 

*in^ fuch a (aVage flalo oMifc, fuch a revolution 

was the lefs likely. to take, place ; bccaufc in- fuch 

an age the value of liberty: ought xe^ hoivc been 

more:ki1own,: and better felt^- as it wnf^ ^thcn the 

.only pofieifion ofimankind.;* hdw thcn^could they 

fuffer themfclves to hc.dcfpoiled thereof? It is 

now the only trcafurc in America ^ and who 
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Tmb origin or DESPOTISM, i^ 

would take upon himfelf to deny, that the love 
which the Americans have for it, is not the reafon 
to be affigncd why the European thunders, which, 
although they had terrified, have notwithftanding 
never been able to fubdue them. The only flaves 
that have been known in that extenfive territory 
were the natives of Peru and Mexico, whom they 
found ready made to their hands, as thefe Indians 
were not freemen, even at the time when Cortez 
and Pizarro arrived among them* \ 

\ 

It is, therefore, equally repugnant to reafon as 
to experience, to aflert, that favage nations could 
in fuch a condition, or for any motive whatfoevcr, 
fubmit themfclvcs voluntarily to one. It is alfo 
much lefs probable, that this kind of government 
could be eftabliflied among fuch a people by force. 
For, by what means, with what arms, can a man 
be fubje£lcd, who enjoys the liberty of running 
away, who is accuftomed to wander from place to 
place, and having but his freedom to preferve, 
can do it with fo much eafc ? In vain doji tUu 
purfue the Scjthians^ faid their embaflador to the 
grcatcft conqueror of the wOrld ; / Jejy thee t$ 
overtake them : their poverty will he always nimhler 
than thy armies* 

Others 
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6 Thh origin of despotism. 

Others Jiave laboured to fix the Origm of Dcf- 
potifmy and its cftabliihmcnt amongft the rational 
and civilized nations ; which fomc entcrprifing per- 
fonsy too fucccrsfully ambitious^ had fubducd by 



I violent mcans^ that have fince continued and have 

I ( always been fupported by tcrrour, that muft have 

I given birth to flavery, or at Icaft have prepared the 

j yoke, and the pcople^s being habituated thereto. 

i V Hiftory feems inclinable to this fy Arm \ but if foiikc 

affinity be found between the events happened fliice 

this cruel form of government had made its ap« 

' pearance, and hath extended its limits, it can, 

however, be deemed nothing more than a falfe 
conjeAure, (hould an effort be made to apply it to 
primitive Defpotifm. The (irft man who attempt- 
ted to fubduc his equals, muft, as well among the 
civilized, as the barbarous nations, have provoked 
the refiftance of others againft him. Before a con- 
queft could be, he muft have raifed an army, whofe 
very exiftencc is an tf[tSt of conqueft* 



I Domestic government among the firft of the 

i human race hath aifo been looked upon by many 

politicians as the original fource of Defpotifm. A 

father, the head of his family, was, in their 

i fcnfe, its king and Defpot, in proportion as 

the £imily extended itfclf, and that its branches 

multiplied 
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multiplied around the throne, began to form a nu- 
merous people. But^ were it as certain as it is 
the reverfe, that the power of fathers, in the firft 
ages, was an abfolute power over their children ; 
the children, when become in their turn the heads 
of families, mud, doubtlefs, have enjoyed the fame 
right which their common father had \ to wit, of 
prcfuling each in their refpcAive habitations. B/ 
thus admitting the paternal power as the fountain 
of primitive authorities, fo far from being able to 
difcover thence iflfuing the great empires^ and po« 
pulous focieties, governed by one and the fame 
Will, nothing elfe can be fcen but a multitude 
, of little centers and circles, detached one from 
I the other, each feparatcly governed after the mo* 
del, but not by the law of the original circle. 

It is true, that their common principle mud 
have produced fome conne£lions, fomcthing rda- - 

. tive amongft them. I (hould be very apt to think 
tliat it is to this relation(hip, certain Ariftocracies 

; in the fequel of time were indebted for their ori- 
gin. The paternal power growing compounded, 
and, as it were, dependant on fociety, by the 
progreffive encrca(e of families, muft ncceflarily 
have given rife to it : but I do not dcfcry therein 
I lie foiirce of unlimited and arbitrary power. Be- 

fides> 
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8 The ORIGIN of DESPOTISM: 

fides, how oould paternal authority, that aclcnow<^ 
ledges the laws of nature, have been inftrumentai 
to produce Defpotirm, which dirdaims them i 






Many have likewile fought for the fccret caufe 
of this government, in the natural difpofition which 
people feem to receive from their climate, that 
qualifies them nK>re or lefs to know the value of 
their exiftencc, and to be more or lefs fenfible of 
their own intcreft. Hiftory exhibits Europe to us 
always brave, ever jealous of her liberty. She, on 
the contrary, fhewcth Afia to us at all times im* 
mcrfcd in indolence and thraldom : it appeared 
thence not unnatural to attribute to the climate, 
eflfedls fo conftant and fucccflive. The uniformity 
of the character of thofe dtiFering nations, that 
have fucccedcd each other from age to age, in two 
diftant parts of the world, feeming to confirm this 
idea, induced enquirers to think that the climate 
of the one produced freemen, and that the climate 
of the other could never give birth to any but to 
flaves. 



ii 



Alt HO* experience, and a multitude of fa£ls, 
fecm more and more to authenticate and juftify 
this opinion, it would, however, be far from ra- 
tional to look upon the nature of the ground, or 

the 
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fouth, the caft and the weft of thefc immcnrc re* 
glonS) crouch under defpotic fway, and are ftrangers 
to any other law but the will of their fovercign. 
Wherefore there muft neceflarily be countries in 
AHa where dcfi)otifm owes nothing to the climate 
in which it prevails, therefore ftands indebted for 
All to cuilom and the prejudiced notions of its born 
flaves. America might alfo produce fimilar objec- 
tions to political naturalifts; ftie contained two 
great defpotic ftatcs, furrounded by free and wan- 
dering nations. The fame can be faid of Africa, 
where may be feen an odd mixture of people, fub- 
jedlcd to greaX and little defpotic princes } and bar- 
barous nations wandering freely through hcrdcfarts. 



I 
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I SHALL not here accumulate againft thcfe pre- 
tended influences of heaven and earth, a multitude 
of other reflexions, which found philofophy and 
natural fenfe are capable of fuggcfting to all men 
of enquiry; the refult whereof muft always be, that 
the ftate of nations and their different governments 
are eflcntially dependent on their prejudices. Let 
us no longer dwell upon fyftems falfe in them- 
felves, or at leaft unfatisfaAory. Let us abandon 
refearches, that have proved hitherto ufelefi ; and 
let us have no longer recourfe to phyiical and po- 

C 2 UUcal 
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12 The origin of DESPOTISM, 

litical chimeras to explain the errours of humanity ; 
/ \ of which Dcfpotifuk I3 one. 
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SECTION II. , 

TIh method H hi furfued i9 €9me at the true fturu cf 

Defpetlfm* 

^ 1^ ESPOTISM is an crrour, and a con- 
J^ tinuance of the errours of the human fpccies ; 
wherefore it is neither by the phyfical influence of 
each place, nor by the affiftance of any philofo- 
phical fyilcm, that wc muft rcfearch fot its fource 
in order to flicw it to mankind for their inftruc- 
tion. It is to fa£ls we mud have recourfe ; it is 
upon them we muft found our proofs which alfo 
ought to be fa£ls. The objeAsof our fludy (hould 
be to enter into the details, into the ufages and all 
the cuftoniG of this fort of government ; then to 
collc£);, confront, and endeavour to conciliate them 
one with the other, as well tls with the great chain 
of human errours, in order to know the true fpi- 
rit of them, and confequently to attain the indifpu- 
table points of view, which thofe ufages and cuftom^ 
primitively looked towards. It is by purfuing 
Aich a method, afliftcd with all the knowledge I 
iivt laboured to acquire in the hiftory of nature^ 

that 
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that I think I have at laft been enabled to dircover 
the true Origin of Defpotifm; \(rbich appears to 
me to have eftabliflied itfelf upon earth, neither 
through confcnt nor by force : and in the very 
beginning was but the dire eiFcfl, and almoft na« 
tural confcqucnce, of that kind of government 
which men had forged for themfelves in very re« 
mote ages, when they took for model the govern^ 
mcnt of the univcrfe, as it is reigned over by the 
fupreme Being ; magnificent, but fatal projc£b ! 
which has plunged all the nations into idolatry and 
thraldom, becaufe a multitude of fuppofitions^ 
that were then expedient to be made, have been 
fmce adopted as certain principles ; and that man* 
kind, then loflng fight of what ought to have been 
the true principles of their conduct here bcloWt 
went in qucft of fupcrnatural ones ; which, not 
being fitted for this earth, not only deceived but 
rendered them unhappy. 



\ 



Before we enter into the rcfearch w*hich led 
mc to this difcover}', it will be necellary to unfold 
the circumftahces that induced human focictics to 
conceive fo elevated and fo fublime an idea. We 
(hall afterwards examine what was this kind of 
government, which they had chofen and eftablifli- 
ed : we will make our refearchet after it in hiftoiy^ 

and 
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14 The ORIGIN of DESPOTISM. 

and as we ftudy its cuftoms and ufagcs, wc (hall 
obfenre a luxuriancy of uncxpcAed information, 
flowing from this ero^'iry, by which wc (liall be. 
inHrutTf-ti hc»\v liiis primitive point of view, fo 
bcantirul and fo worthy of rational, beings, was 
changed into a dcfarty replete M'iih honour and 
mifery : we (hall come at a knowk^'ge of thofc 
, evils, derived from a plan whofe fulc oljcif> wns 
the welfare of mankind ; and we (hall fii.]!. <.■:!- 
cover how man has been debafcd and degraded, ly 
the confcquences of a principle that once had, 
and always (hould, throw a glory round him. 

^ The (lri£l and fatal alliance which I found 

fubfifting between idolatry and Dcfpotifm, will in- 
crcafc the abhorrence this kind of government muft 
excite in uf> ; it will alfo oblige us to enquire into 
the origin thereof, becaufe that is an eflcntial part 
of its hiftory. I (hall not enumerate here the dif- 
ferent fyftcms imagined both by ancients and mo- 
derns, on the origin of this irrational worfliip of 
our fore-fathers. I will (leer a new courfe to- 
wards idolatry, as well as towards Dcfpotifm, and 
fuch a one as hath never been attempted before. 
I am determined to reach the fprings whence they 
flow9 without perplexing myfelf with any hypo- 

thefi^. 
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thcfis, conjcfiurcs, or prejudices of thofe wha 
have preceded me upon this fubjc^ 

It will be impradlicable for me to unravel thefe 
important anecdotes of the human mind, without \ 

prefenting to it at the iame time the pi&ure of its 
crrours, which exhibits a perfpe£tive truly hunv- 
bling in itfclf, and dangerous by its confequences. 
If, however, there be fome danger in doing this^ 
it can only be in the manner of going about it; 
which would be the cafe were this pi£lure to be 
offered to man ', but in order to debafc and to de- 
grade him, but to make him bitter and unavailing 
reproaches ; but to accomplifh the total privation 
of the remaining fmall confidence he has in his 
own reafon, and which has been already but too 
much enfeebled by myftic morality. 



I: 



It would, no doubt, be dangerous to relate to 
man, with a philofophic aufterity, and a mifan- • 

thropy hoftile to fociety, all tlic errours of his fpc* 
c!es ; it would be the way to lead him to defpair, 
and reduce him to the level of brutes. But that 
is not at all the objefl of the now beneficent and ^ 
enlightened phllofophy, which is the pride of our 
age, and whofe fpirit I mean to follow : for, her ^^ 

itig ns much averfe from all extremes in opinion, ? \ 

as 
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I as a friend to truth) fhcknows how to chufe a fage 

medium between the falfe iiibUme of fuperfiition^ 
pfetending to raife man above his fphere^ and 
gloomy^minded favage ftoicifm ; which, although 
an ^nemy of fanaticifm, is itfelf to be deemed 
/ucli : bccaufe it is equally capable of leading man 
itftray, by communicating to him only a know- 
.ledge calculated to. make him conceive wrong no« 
tions of his nature, of his condition, and of his 
duty in this world. 

Sound philofophy ftcers clear of all thefe dan- 
l^ers; (he brings man home tohimfclf, and ad- 
jniniflcrs comfort to him for all his errours. When 
:fhe informs the inhabitants of this planet, that 
:they have been deceived, it is not in order to per- 
fuade them that they labour under a privation of 
reafon, or that they ought to fear fuch a difaftcr ; 
^ -no; .it is ta make them reflc& that they have not 
•always made a proper ufe thereof* This admoni* 
.tion carries always its inftru£tion along with it ; 
.for, upon whatever part of their ufages or of their 
opinions i( may chance to fall, it fufficeth to recall 
vwith mildnefs, the human mind to reafon, to make 
.It tend towards her fooner or later ; for all errours 
prove noxious to it* This fame admonition after* 
waids furniflieth a true confolation ; and the in- 

firuAion 
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ftru&ion it implies is not Icfs (b, for reafon, natu* (t 

rally the friead of truth, and for which (he hath 
always cheriflied an inclination that can never 
be efiaced. 
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There is another advantageous and cohfolatory 
point of view that true philofophy negleds not to 
point out to mankind, even in the pidure of their 
errours ; which is, that all falfe opinions, all pre* 
judices, all corrupted ufages, have, in their origin, 
been founded on Tome great truth, and often upon 
principles that do honour to humanity : whence it 
follows, that an hiftoricaL narrative of thofe er- 
rours becomes their moft ftriking proof and thence 
is the courage of man raifed up anew. He feels, 
re-infufed into him, that proper conficlence in his 
reafon, which he was very near renouncing. He - ! ] 

learns, that his fallen ftatc is not owing to any 
abufe he has made of his reafon, or to his pride ; 
but that it is due to his having ceafcd to make ufe 
of his reafon, and not having held it in the eftccm 
he ought. He acknowledges, that if he has fallen 
into all f«rts of errours, it is not becauic his na« 
ture has degenerated, and been infeded with a 
pretended corruption, but becaufe he has paid 
too great a reCpcA to the inftitutes of his fore- 
fathers, without harbouring the lead diftruft againft 
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i8 The ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. 

time, which corrupts the beft things : becaufc he 
has not perceived the alterations by which they 
have been infenfibly vitiated : becaufe he has con- 
tinued Uindly refpeftful of them, by ceafing to 
think and refled for himfcif : and finally, becaufc 
be has imagined that he always followed the laws 
and the cuftoms of his anccftors, when he follow- 
ed but the {pe&Tt and phantom of them. 

It is by placing this important point of view 
in a juft light, that we (hall avoid any danger there 
might be in exhibiting to mankind an hiftorical 
pi£hire of their errours. By thus reminding them 
of their reafon, they will be rendered better and 
happier : by deftroying a multitude of falfe prin- 
ciples, and falfe motives, which fometimes raifc 
men too high, fometimes fink them beneath them- 
ielves, they will be delivered from the uncertainty 
of their ftate, and be brought back to a true 
knowledge of their intereft and their duty. 

May mankind, which I love, which I refpc£V, 
becaufe nature prompts, and reafon dictates fo tn 
do, one day turn to advantage the confolatory 
inftruAions which this work may appear capable 
of communicating. To mankind I dedicate this 
performance, rather than to my compatriots or 

fcUow- 
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fellow-citizenS) whofe weakners to Tpire I look 
upon as one part of my duty. 

i 



SECTION III. 

Tt}i revolutions of natun In remote antlqtutjy are the 
innocent fources of all human errours^ 



Remote antiquity has feen deplorable timesi 
when the order of nature^ convulfed and over* 
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WE fee every day inftances of that facility, 
with which man rcftorcd to a tranquil 
fttuation, lofes all remembrance of the hardfliips 
which he had fuflfered \ and of the eagcmefs with 
which he labours to make himfclf amends for hb for- 
mer mifery. We may often remark, that a ray of 
joy and content is fuflicicnt to fufpend our anguifh, 
which we then incline to believe to be nothing • I | Ij 

more than a difagreeable dream. The like fa^th 
happened to the human kind. For, after ha^ng 
been almoft totally exterminated by the priftine re- 
volution of nature, they forgot all } and they no 
fooner found thcmfelves reftored to a tranquil 
ftate, than their thoughts were all employed on 
repairing the damages they had fuflfered* 
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10 The origin or DESPOTISM. 

thrown, plunged all beings on our globe into 
nuffiberlcls calamities. The world was deprived 
of its light, the courfe of the fun and planets was 
altered) the now inhabited continents exhibited 
moving fcenes) whereon conflagrations, deluges, 
earthquakes, and darknefs, prevailed} where* 
on rivers, floods, feas, fometimes by their irre- 
fiftibly overflowing, and fometimes by their ma- 
lignantly drying up, produced a thoufand fuc- 
teflive ills, with which the human race was 
miferably aflii£led. 

There have been seras when man looked upon 
himfclf as the objedl of the hatred and vengeance 
of irritated nature. There was an end of all fo- 
ciety, mankind being obliged to wander, as chance 
direded, upon the ruins of the world, and as dri- 
ven by thofe plagues that feemed to perfccute him, 
being then deftttute of fuccours, of fubfiftence, and 
of comfort; if wretched mortals then retired to 
the mountains, the crumbling mountains funk 
from under their feet } if they were fugitives up- 
on the plainS) the waters haftcned to overtake and 
drown them. If hid in dens and caverns, they 
were therein buried alive : in fine, thus ever wan* 
derihg, thus ever feeking new climates and new 
afylums, they every where met with perfecution. 

The 
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The natural monuments that ftill remaiA \ 

throughout the world of thofe terrible cataftrophcs 
in remote antiquity, are nowr, and have been, for 
an inconceivable number of centuries, mifunder* 
ftood by all the inhabitants of this earth. There 
are but a fmall number of philofophers, who, for 
about a century at mod, have begun to ftudy there* 
in the hiftory of nature and mankind in remote 
antiquity *• But all that has been difcovercd, is 
looked upon as no more than olge^ of amufe- 
ment, and more frivolous than inftru&tve or en* 
tertaining* The fublime anecdotes of nature^ 
that are engraved over the earth in charaAers in-^ 
delible and fitted to all the languages, are looked 
upon but as to many dreams and chimeras by the 
prejudiced vulgar, determined neither to fire nor 
to think for themfelves. 



If the natural monuments of thefe important 
events have been overlooked ; much more fo have 
been the hiftorical monuments : there has been a 
ihameful negled of gathering and preferving the 
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* ' urages^ the cuftoms, as well as the civil and reli* 

gious inflitutions formed by the people in remote 
antiquity, in order to perpetuate for ever a rcmem- 
bnuice of the dcvadations of this world, and there* * 
by to inftruA future races of its inconftance and 
frailty. It b, however, true, that there are but 
few nations which have not prcferved fome con* 
fufird traditions relative to this matter : even fome 
among them have books of a very remote anti- 
quity, that leem to inform us of all that can pof* 
fibly be known concerning this part of the hiftory 
of the world, and to fix precifely its time and du« 
ration. 

• 

But all that fuch traditions, fuch pretended 
biftory, revered as facred by each people, have 
tranfmitted to us concerning the revolutions of the 
caith, prcfent to us but weak, broken, and im- 
perfeA traces : the caufes, the progrefs, the cftcA, 
and the confequcnccs, are there but as fables; 
wherein we can difcover no detailed account, bear- 
ing any conformity with the movements of nature, 
and analogous to t)ic multitude and variety of the 
phenomena, as well as the accidents without num- 
ber, that had happened both in heaven and on 
earth. Not one of thofc books pretending to dif- 
flay to mankind the hiflory of their origin, bycth 
^ any 

i 



The origin of DESPOTISM. 21 

The natural monuments that ftUl rcmaia 
throughout the world of thofe terrible cataftrophcs 
in remote antiquity, are nowr, and have been, for 
an inconceivable number of centuries, mifunder* 
ftood by all the inhabitants of this earth. There 
are but a fmall number of philofophers, who, for 
about a century at mod, have begun to ftudy there* 
in the hiftory of nature and mankind in remote 
antiquity *• But all that has been difcovercd, is 
looked upon as no more than olje^ of amufe<- 
ment, and more frivolous than inftruAlve or en« 
tertaining. The fublime anecdotes of nature^ 
that are engraved over the earth in charaAers in-i 
delible and fitted to all the languages, are looked 
upon but as fo many dreams and chimeras by the 
prejudiced vulgar, determined neither to fire nor 
to think for themfelves. 

If the natural monuments of thefe important 
events have been overlooked ; much more fo have 
been the hiftorical monuments : there has been a 
ihameful negled of gathering and preferving the 

ufagesy 

. ^ . « 

• Sfi TilUaiMi^TlH Nat. HiJI. rf Mr. Jk 
Buffon^ vol. I. -«- Tbifrtfaci tfvti. 3. U ihi VMtkt 
tf Mr. Libman^ lie. 



I 



2 









:: 






I 



J 



• i 



\ 



« 



I 



la The ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. 



■%B» thecaftomsy as well as the ci\il and rclw 
pon infiittttions formed by the people in remote 
antiqaisr, in onler to pcqictuate for ever a remem- 
braiice of the devaluations of this world, and there-' 
hf to ioftnid future races of its inconftance and 
fniltf. It b, however, true, that there arc but 
few nations which have not prcferved fome con* 
fufed traditions relative to this matter : even Tome 
among them have books of a very remote anti- 
quity, that feem to inform us of all that can pof* 
iiUy \)e known concerning this part of the hiftory 
of the woi\d, sad to fix precifely its time and du« 
latioiu 

BoT an fiat fuch traditions, fuch pretended 
fciftocy, levtttd as facr«d by each people, have 
tranSniaei to n concerning the rcvolutioni of the 
caitb* prcfcnt to ut but weak, broken, and im- 
perfea traca; Aecaufc*, the progrefi, the cffea, 
god Ae «»fai«encej, are there but as fable* i 
^^bsxnn-Kttmi^fj „^ detailed account, bear- 
aoj oafomitTwJth the movements of nature, 
•""^^P* to6e multitude and rariety of the 
* '''1 « the accidcntt without num- 
^ Wpnied both in hea»cn and on 
*^'' Ut books prtlendin: to dif- 
^aj «•■*»! lie iuBory of their orient, tn-e^h 
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any ftrefs on that famous epoch, as the caufe and 
fource of laws, cuftoms, governments, and reli* 
gion : not one of them takes the leaft notice of 
the impreffions which the cataftrophcs of the world 
had made upon mankind, nor of the confequences^ 
good or evil, derived from thofe impreffions* 

The univerfal deluge that drowned mankind, 
according to the annals of the Hebrews, feems to 
have been attended with even Icfs alarming confc*- 
qucnccs, than was among the Romans an tnuA«- 
dation of the Tiber ; it is with them but a de* 
tachcd fa£^, as foon forgotten as told, and uncon- 
nected with the events in following ages. Yet the 
revolutions of nature, after having deftroycd the 
nations, became fubfequcntly the Icgiflators of re- 
newed focicty ; and they alfo, after having ren- 
dered the nations as religious as they had been 
wretched, became the matter, object, and tnno- 
cent caufe of all the fables, of all the romances of 
antiquity, of all the political and religious errours 
that have feduced the mind of man ; and of all 
the opinions that have caufed hti; misfortune and 
his ihame. 

The objeft we are now going to conftder, is 
man efcajKd from the riu'ns of the world : by (b 

doing 
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doing we fliall rcfolve an infinite number of pro« 
Uems which relate to the a&ual ftate of man^ and 
to human kind from the earlieft date. In our re- 
tczTchj nun will not appear either a favage, or a 
metaphyfical beings or one created perfed, that 
fuffered itfelf to be corrupted ; a chimera, which 
fo many theological doctors, and other learned 
men, have idly occupied thcmfelves about} no, 
he will appear a real being, whom we (hall exa- 
mine in a real ftate. By following him thus, ftep 
by ftep, as he deviates from this epoch, he will 
not lead us to folitary conjcflures that are uncon« 
neficd with any thing clfc, and inconfequent ; no, 
he will lead us to a fpacious, to an immenfe road, 
wherein all the parts of fable and hiftory terminate 
and meet } there reciprocally to throw a new light 
upon, and explain thcmfelves by each other ; for, 
therein arranging themfclvcs according to due or* 
dcr, they will difplay to us the true chain of the 
moral and political world. 

I MAKE no mention here, nor do I intend to 
make any in this work, of the times that imme- 
diately followed the epoch which gave to our uni* 
\ verfe its prefent Defpotifm, and that it is known 

to have had for a great number of ages. As for 
^ the time prior to faid epoch, it is to me as if it 
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had never been ; although the exiflcnce thereof is 
not to be doubted, yet it was fo obfcure a pointy 
even in the eyes of remoteft antiquity, that 
mod people in tbofe early days fancied that they 
faw the creation and the birth of all things in the 
already corrupted anecdote of what was but the 
renovation of the world ; a grofs errour, whence 
an infinite number hath been derived, as will be 
feen in the fcquci of this work. 

S E C T I O N IV. 

TIh imprej/ions which the difafteri tf tin worU mtjfl 
have fnadi u^m mankind. 

NOtwIthftanding the obfcurity into which it t 

fecins wc muft ncceflarily plunge by bound- 
ing over the limits prcfcribed to us by hiftory ; we 
{hall want neither flambeau nor a furc guide to en* 
lighten our refearch beyond them ; to wit, when 
we penetrate into periods of darknefs, which are 
by mod people looked upon as imaginary, but 
where we ihall find natural fa^ and human infti- 
tutions. In order to clear up truth thus fallen 
into darknefs, and force in their turn to be ab* ; ' 

forpt therein all the revered chimeras, that owe 
their exigence to ignorance and impofture^ there 
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needs but to imagine ourfelves for an inftAnt, co- 
exigent with thofc who were witncflcs to the ca- 
lamities the world was affliiScd with ; to examine 
how they were afTcfted thereby, and to animad* 
vert upon the natural impreffions which thofc dif- 
afters muft have caufcd in them^ and the fenti- 
ments with which they were thence afFeclcd. We 
(hall afterwards make an application of thofc very 
fentiments, and of the natural cfFc£b of faid im- 
preffions to all the ufagcs of antiquity ; that is, 
to the polity, to the ancient laws, to all the wor- 
fliips, to all the governments ; in fine, to the go* 
neral condu<5t, and to all the different opinions of 
the human kind, in all the ages of which we can 
acquire any knowledge. This is to be the method 
by whofc mediation wc (hall eafily refolve a mul- 
titude of enigmas and problems; whofc fulution 
will prefcnt the world with a new Aeld of fciencc 
and difplay to our aftoniihcd eyes an antiquity 
quite new. 

Before I enter upon this enquiry, it is proper 
that I forewarn my readers ^to be on their guard 
not to imagine, that die human race in thofc 
times, (the oljed of our prefent enquiry) and in 
which wc mean to (leal a march upon, and in a 
manner furprize it, was diiTerent from the human 
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race now exifting ; that is an errour muft be care^^ 
fully avoided. 



The interval of fix or fcvcn thoufand years, 
vt^hich is commonly allowed betwixt the firft 
known of mankind and thofe of our age, hath 
inJi'ced a great number of learned men to fuppofe, < 

that there oiir^ht to bo a very charaAciiflic and 
ftrikiii? diiFcrcnco between them and us. The 
Cun!>{|iicnrc or which npini'.>n was, that in the 
philofop!)icji qiiclb MIS rclaitvc thereto, we have 
been prone to enonjarc there difficulties in propor- 
tton to the didancc of time ; and that, in fsuEt^ we 
have reJIy encrcafcd them, becaufe we have loft 
fight of ourfclvc^, wh:> are the refemblance of 
our forefutturS) as tl» y hiid l^cn the refemblance 
of us. All vhc uiffercn c tliat can be found be* 1 

twixt them and us, confiits but in certain inven- 
tions, and m ceitain branches of knowledge, 
which we have acquired fmcc their time. Not- 
withftanding any particular fentiments, or natio- 
nal prejudices, or p( culiar ideas, which are almoft [ 
identified with the mind and chara<Ster of man, 
and which faften upon him in his own defpite on ; 
certain occafions, we ought to harbour no doubt 
that mankind, in remote antiquity, was the fame ' • 
that they now arc. They thought, they felt as 
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we do; and a$ our poftcrity will think and fc€l» 
in thoufands of ages hence^ if they (hall be fituat- 
ed in circumftances proper to excite s«nd give birth 
to iimilar ideas, and to kindred feeling. 

BfiKG now prepoflciTed with the notion of 
this rcfemblance, it is immaterial, in order to de- 
lineate to us a reprefentation of thofe impreflions 
which the dtfafters of the world muft have made 
upon thofe who were witneiTes thereof, whether 
we ftart back amongft them, or that we fuppofe 
thofe difafters happened in our time, and that we 
are now fpe£tators of calamities like to thofe 
which had formerly ravaged the univerfe, and al« 
moft annihilated the human race. 

What would be our thoughts if we were no 
more to receive light from the extinguiflied fun ; 
if the fublimely concerting powers of nature were 
to be rendered forgetful of their harmony, and 
daihed into a new chaos ? if the feas were to de- 
luge the earth ? if the earth was to rife up againft 
them ? what would our exclamations be, were we 
to fee a thoufand fiery volcanos break forth on 
every fide ? if we were to behold fire, fulphur, 
and bitumen vomited in torrents from the torn 
entrails of convulfed mountains ? if moft of the 
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continent?) all (battered were to fink under us ? 
what ultimately would be our thoughts if the now 
human beings were to find themfelves in the midft 
of (o many terrifying fcenes, and fuch untvcrral 
defolation? there needs neither philofophy nor 
metaphyfics to form a conjecture. 

• 

All mortals in fuch a dire dilemma would thinkr 
the end of the world near ; they would imagine 
that the day of juftice, and of vindiAive wrath 
was come ; they would expeft every moment to 
fee the coming of the fupreme judge to call thiy 
world to a ftriA account, and to pronouncic the 
formidable ediCl always feared by the wicked, and 
always hoped forbythcjuft. With fuch fentimcnty 
and like to thcfc would our minds be occupied aiul 
our imaginations afFccled. 

The revered doctrine of the end of the worlds 
of the lad judgment, of the great judge, and of 
the life to come, would be firongly imprcfied up- 
on our minds, and would both deeply and univcr- 
fa1!y affeclall inhabitants in the dilfcrcilt nations of 
the earth. Thefc very dogms will hcrtafter affcA 
our dcfcendants, whenever they fliall be alarmed 
by fuch fatal circumdanccs. It was they alfo, that 
afic<fiod our forefathers, on their beholding a 
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ccflation of the primitive Laimony of the uni* 
vcrfc. 

Perhaps thefc notions will be thought too 
fimpic or too complicated for thofe times, up to 
which I have remounted in idea. It may proba- 
bly be wiflicd, that I had penetrated into the 
human mind, to refcarch how faid notions 
were firft engendered therein ; but that is a work 
I rcfign to others, who may play the philofopher 
at their eafe, about fuch moments of terrour, 
which are not the moments of philofophy. It is 
enough for me at prefent to know that thefe were 
the dogms that aficd in fo lively a manner upon 
the minds and hearts of the human race in all 
the violent viciffitudes of nature. Let us now 
proceed to the confequences, good or bad, that 
have cmaned from thcfc impreilions* 



SEC 



The natural monuments that ftiU rcmaiA 
throughout the world of thofe terrible cataftrophcs 
in remote antiquity, are nowr, and have been, for 
an inconceivable number of centuries, mifunder* 
ftood by all the inhabitants of this earth. There 
are but a fmall number of philofophers, who, for 
about a century at mod, have begun to ftudy there* 
in the hiftory of nature and mankind in remote 
antiquity *• But all that has been difcovercd, is 
looked upon as no more than obje^ of amufe<- 
ment, and more frivolous than inftruAIve or en« 
tertaining. The fublime anecdotes of nature^ 
that are engraved over the earth in chara£brs in-i 
delible and fitted to all the languages, are looked 
upon but as fo many dreams and chimeras by the 
prejudiced vulgar, determined neither to fee nor 
to think for themfelves. 

If the natural monuments of thefe important 
events have been overlooked ; much more fo have 
been the hiftorical monuments : there has been z 
fliameful negled of gathering and prefcrving the 
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ufj^, the cuftoms, as well as the civil and reli* 
gious inflitutions formed by the people in remote 
antiquity^ in order to perpetuate for ever a remem- 
brance of the dcvaftationsof this world, and there- - 
by to inftruA future races of its inconftance and 
frailty. It is, however, tnie> that there are but 
few nations which have not prcferved fome con- 
fufird traditions relative to this matter : even Tome 
among them have books of a very remote anti- 
quity, that feem to inform us of all that can pof- 
fibly be known concerning this part of the hiftory 
of the world, and to fix precifely its time and du« 
ration* 

But all that fuch traditions, fuch pretended 
biftory, revered as facred by each people, have 
tranfmitted to us concerning the revolutions of the 
earth, prcfent to us but weak, broken, and im- 
perfeA traces : the caufes, the progrcfs, the cfTcA, 
and the confequcnccs, are there but as fables;, 
wherein we can difcovcr no detailed account, bear- 
ing any conformity with the movements of nature, 
and analogous to the multitude and variety of the 
phenomena, as well as the accidents without num* 
ber, that had happened both in heaven and on 
earth. Not one of thofc books pretending to dif- 
flay to mankind the hiflory of their origin, bycth 
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Ir is to fuch laws, framed in remote antiquity, 
and which were lucky confcquences of the difaften 
of the world, that the Chinefe and the £g}rptians 
are indebted for the epithet of Wife, which has 
been given to them by all the ancient and modern 
nations. Wemuftnot, however, conclude, that 
they were the only people who had inftituted a po« 
lity and laws for thcmfelves ; but, very probably, 
they acquired this reputation from their having 
preferved them during a longer ferics of time 
than any other nation has, and that they have 
maintained, with more rcfpeft and care, the edi* 
ficc of their primitive legiflation, which is con* 
finned by their hiAory. This rare and Angular 
privilege, granted to the Chinefe and Egyptians, 
may induce people to look upon it as a proof, that 
one or the other of thcfe two nations hath been 
the parental (lock from which the inhabitants of 
all others have branched out fincc the renovation 
of the world. A great number of liiftorical anec- 
dotes, fimilitudes, and accordances, have already 
influenced fome authors, more daring than others, j 

to incline for the affirmative in this point ; but ; 

many reafons, as cogent and as folid as theirs, i 

have induced me to fufpcnd my judgment. { 
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It is not an cafy matter, for infl^incc, to pcr- 
fuadc one's felf, that however general might have 
been the deftru<3ion of the human fpccies, but one 
only focicty fliould have elcaped, and in one only 
region of the earth. Thefe deftru£live events, 
fuch as, under the guidance of reafon, we ought 
to receive them, (difregarding all pre-conccived 
I prejudices) muft have fparcd, in every climate, 

I fome of Its inhabf'.^nts, cfpecially in the more ele- 

vated, in the mountainous parts, that muft have 
, proved an afylum and nurfcry for new-born focie- 

cy, much more naturally than the flat countries of 
China, of Egypt, and of Aflyria. I could col* 
leA a variety of proofs, that, for a long period af- 
ter thefe events, mankind made choice of the 
mountains fur their abode, and that fcvcral focie- 
ties, which came to a knowledge of each other 
afterwards, were not in the Icaft indebted, on 
cither fide, for their oiigin. 

But, that we may not deviate from this enqui- 
ry, the title oi autodton (fclf-engendcrcd) of which 
all the nations in remote antiquity were fo jealous, 
aflTordcth us fufltcicnt matter to think. Moreover, 
what to me fecms a very ftrong proof of the mul- 
tiplicity of witncflcs concerning the revolutions 
happened to the earth, is the very diverfity of tra- 
ditions 

\ 
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ditions about the deluge ; and in each of them I 
have often obfcrvcd details and anecdotes, that are 
evidently relative to the fituation and influence of 
the climate in which they were prcfervcd. 

The refult of this obfcnration would feem to 
make us furmife, that from the ftatc of things in 
China and Eg>'pt, the feveral wrecks of the pri- 
mitive inhabitants of the world, (cattcred in diiTe* 
rent regions, were ivjt all endowed with a like fa* 
gacicy to provide foi tlicir wants ; but tt is what I 
cannot cafily fubfcribc to, bccaufc thrrc is not a 
people upon the earth that cannot produce to us 
remains of their primitive inftitutcs, but indeed in 
a degree infcriour to the Chincfe and Egyptians. 
I do not even except the favage nations of Ame- 
rica, as will appear in the fequel of this work. 
P^or, as the dififtcrs of the world were general and 
common to all, fo tlie various inhabitants of the 
earth muft have been moft feelingly interefted to 
find a remedy thereto : and although far feparated 
from each other, yet they muft have done it by 
means fomewhat fimilar ; bccaufe their (cnfations, 
and the wants that excited them, muft have been 
as fimilar and uniform as the calamities which had 
caufed them. 
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This obTervation appeared to me very appoftte 
for explaining certain rcfemblances, which hiflory 
pointed out among people, very different and far 
diftant from each other, to whom otherwife we 
mull ncccflarily grant one common origin, by 
bounding over a great number of hiflorical and 
phyfical difliculties* But, even if the Egyptiani 
* and Chinefc have acquired a particular di(lin£lion, 
on account of their having prefcrvcd their primi- 
tive legiflation, this exception ought not to occa- 
fioit in us any furprize ; efpecially when we call 
to mind, that the love and veneration with which 
they were aduated for the laws of t'heir anceftors, 
had impelled them, from remoteft antiquity, to 
prohibit and exclude all ftrangers from entering 
into their territories, and that their fituation was 
very favourable for the execution of this law, the 
confbvatrlx of all the reft. 

This remark likewife unfoldeth to us the caufes 
of the deftruAion of the ancient legiflation, or of 
its corruption in all the other nations that had not 
a like barrier«Iaw, or that could not, by reafon of 
their fituation, maintain it for fo long a time, and 
repel encroaching colonies, invafions, and war, 
which, in a fcries of time, changed the face of the 
earth and the condition of nations. I have fome 

rcafons 
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rcafons to think, that thU Ir.w againft anj com* 

mcrcc with foreigners, in its origin was almoft 

general. The words ft ranger and enemy were for 

a long time fynonimous in many regions of Afia 

and Europe. The barbarous cuftoms of facrificing 

ftrangers could take their rife from no other fource 

but this cruel law, which muft have been univer* 

HiL becaufe the cruel abufe of it has been fince ■ ' 

praAifcd amongft all nations. This barrier-law 

was no part of the firft legiflation, bocaufe re|Aig« 

nant to its general fpirit. We (hall hereafter trace 

what was the iiiccntive to, and the caufe thcieof. 

HowBBiT we can find vcftigcs of thofe inftitutes 
fubfequent to the world renewed, in whatever age 
or whatever climate on which we may chufe to turn 
our eyes. The Etrufci, the Phrygians, the Hc« i | 

brews and the Pcrfians, have treafured up precious 
remains which prove it. The Peruvians and the 
Mexicans, at the very time of their being difco^ 
vereJ and dcftroycd, had laws and ufages, whofe 
date could be derived but from the primitive legif- 
lation : and, what was extraordinary on the {ide of 
the Americans, is, that they were better able to 
afltgn the true motives of their ufages than were 
the Hebrews^ the Greeks, or the Romans, who 
were polleflcd of fimilar \ and could give no other 

inter* 
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interpretation or them hut fabif* ?t\d <t'*s of 
which we ihall fee mary very ftrik) .; c\;niplrs. 

Ik crjftT to conclude this ficHon uiih a rcfTi.irk 
not Irfs rtngui;4r, I here h\ ^lovvn for a maxim, 
that ill the (ludy ^'faiKicpt hiftory, which proba- 
bly may one day 1 - icfumed, ti>c true mcafure of 
antiqiiiry, of ail tl.o human race^ and of all their 
law.^, civil and rcli^ous, will be no longer tho 
tallied one of chronology ; but a furer one, a mo- 
ral mcafurCf that will be always proportioned to 
the remains, more or Icfs nunicrouf, more or Ma 
pure, which fliall be difcovercd concerning the 
Icgiflation of the renovated world. The more 
the great and extcnfivc picture of the fcvcral na- 
tions of the world hath been unfolded, and fnb- 

mittcd to my view, the more I have been con- 
vinced, that their antiquity (hould no longer be 
judged of by their hiitory ; but by their cudoms. 
I perceived that cufloms belong to the people in 
general ; while hiflories flow too often from igno- 
rant and lying indivi^Iaals. 

The Chineii^ jowmmcnt, for example, by con- 
dueling itfelf, at thi5 day, with the fame fpirit of 
cmuhftion and crconon-'y that e>^citcd the unhap- 
py agd wretched families, which in remotcft pe- 
riods 
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ricxis had clcaped from the wrecks of thi» world* 
exhibits CO us the true fcal that profoundly ftamps 
its indifputable antiquity, ^vhich is no longer to 
be judged of by its dynndies and amazing annals* 
Thcfc prcfumptucus titles contain nothing more 
than mythological fables. In the fame light are to 
be held all other nations, who have made a pom- 
pous boading of their civil and facred archives. 
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SECTION VI. 

TIjc pnmipUs of the firjl rdl^iotis hijlituttvis^ nml the 
trroun derived from the abufi cf them, 

AFTER the fermentation of the earth was 
fubfided, and the wrecks of the human fpc- j 

cics were collc^ftcd in difFcrcnt countries, to form j I 

new focictics tliere, and to uive reciprocal aid for 
the fupporting of their afflidions, and to provide 
for their wants, mankind having ftill in view the 
auguft fpc£lacle of the univerfe dcftroyed and re- I 

eftabliflied, and having deeply impreflcd on their j 

hearts the facred dogms, which were infcparable 
from the amazing objedV, they inftituted a rcli- \ 

gion, of which the principal motives were an in- ♦ ' , 

iinitc acknowledgement to the fupreme I3ei]ig, for 

having i- , 
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I 

having faved them ; and their dcfire of tranfinit- 
ting a knowledge of it to all pofterity. 

That the memory of the revolutions which 
they had been witncflcs to, might be perpetuated, 
they inftituted commemorative fcftivals, calculated 
by the details which they reprefented, conftantly 
to remind the nations of the frailty of their abode, 
and to warn tlicm, by the piAure of paft viciflt- 
tudes, of thofe that were to come* I'he judge- 
t ments of God, which had been executed upon 

the £aft, were therein rcprefented as monitory lef- 
fons of the divine judgements that (hould be 
hereafter executed ; as well as remembrancers of 
paft conflagrations, and fo became fore-runners of 
the future ones. Hence was derived the univerfal 
doiSrine of the expcdlation of the world's next 
end by fire } a dogm known and received In re-* 
moteft antiquity* The Hebrew people, and the 
oriental do£lors, made its origin to afcend to the 
firft patriarchs, to Scth, and to Adam, which is a 
proof, that in the remoteft antiquity known to us, 
there had already happened conflagrations, which 
were the foundation of this fear* 

These commemorations have alfo, in fuccecd- 
ing ages, given rife to all the prophetic and apo- 
calyptic 
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calyptic books that have fo often difturbcd the peace 
of mankind : fuch as were known to the Pagans 
under the name of Sibjttine irada^ or the Achenntk 
h9oks ; to the Hebrew people under the tide of Re\ 
vclations made to their anceftors before and after 
the deluge ♦• •— All thcfe people were ignorant 
of their true origin, becaufe thefe books, at long 
run, were rendered corrupt and degenerate. They 
confulted them, however, upon all the irrcgulari* 
ties of nature, to wit, in all public calamities* 

It is alfo not improbable, that the Hebrews 
have drawn from this nugazine their prophecies of 
Jeremy, of Ifaiah, Ezechiel, and others, wherein 
they conftantly afibciate with their ideas a crowd 
of apocalyptic details, which, it is evident^ belong 
only to the general revolutions of the univerfe^ 
concerning which the people were inftruaed in 
their aflcmblies and feftival days, that the curb of 
fear might keep*in thofe who would otherwife 
prove refractory to the voice of reafim^ and the 
inhibiton of the laws* 

G Thk 



♦ Thi Jews bad feveral rtUiUii^ns vr ^iifypftSj 
sfcribiJ /« thurfirfi fairiardt. 
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THBdcfifent of the great judge (of iit^hich all 
the meteors and phenomena that concur to tlic 
nitn of the world, as the forerunners and confc'^ 
•quenccs) impofes upon mankind, and fills them 
with a religious terrour. The idea was frequently 
recalled to mind, and kept alive hy the accidental 
phenomena produced by nature when moft regu- 
lar, Smd which happen crcry day. This coming 
•of the great judge^ heralded by the meteors, is the 
unravelling of all the obkurc and extravagant 
ufages praAifed by all the nations, without know* 
ing wherefore, at the fight of an cclipfc or comet, 
or any other circumftance, by which the order of 
nature fcemed to be ahcred or changed : for, hav- 
ing forgot what had been the original and true 
caufe.of their alarms, they invented fables to ac- 
count for them, and by fp doin^ whelmed the whole 
vnder extrsrvagant abfurditics, and depraved inili- 
tuttonsy that, in themfelves, Were rational and ve« 
ry religious. The Peruvians are the on1y^>eople 
I know,, who have not fallen hno this forgetful* 
nefs. 

The eclipfcs of the fun and moon reminded 
them cf the darknefs, that, in remote iantiquity, 
had covered the earth after its conflagration s there- 
by they explained all their cuftomsy and were li^hc 

in 
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in To dotngw The faine people, however, loojcoi 
upon comets as the forerunners of the death or birtU 
of fome great (lerfonage *p hut they were deceived, 
as have been all the nations, who, for a long time, 
entertained the fame idea* The comets were look** 
cd upon, originally, but as heralds of the riiin of 
the world, and of the coming of the great. judge; 
they were then held as relative to a general fa^l, 
but wherein, through fucceeding ages, every one 
has fought but for a particular fad. 

SuBSEQiTBKT to all thefe obje^ of an inftruc* 
tive fear, with which religion had filled. the minds 
of men, (he prefented to them the confolation and 
flattering afpcdl of the life to conic, and of the 
kingdom of the juft, in a ftate of felicity, abun* 
dance, and glory, which flipuld be no longer ex- 
pofcd to the revolutions of nature. It was thus 
religion moft commonly made her fcftivals, in* 
ftructions, and fpediaclcs to terminate } that all 
thefe dogms might be rendered more fcndUe b/ 
fymbols and figurative ceremonies. 

From the abufe of thefe reprefcntations were 
produced the fables of the gardens of Adonis, and 
Eden, of the Elyftfui Fields, and of the Terref- 
trial Paradife, &c Their being fixed in fo many 
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diflfeient regions by the poets and their commenta-* 
tors, proceeds from moft of the ancient nations 
having each had rural and delicious fpots, whither 
they annually repaired to aflift at the figurative ^nd 
myftic reprefentations of the celeftial life which is 
to follow that of this world. Thence took its 
I . rife, in Japan, the pilgrimage to the province of 

Isje, which the natives perform every year to ob« 

tain a remiifion of their fins, and merit the hap- 

pinefs to come. This alfo was the object of the 

, annual proccflions, made by the Athenians to the 

territory of Eleufis i this was the origin of the 
Elyfian fields. The names of Ific, of Eleufis, and 
of Elyfian, arc obvioufly analagous ; for this 
very, reafon the future life was called, The 
Fields £1-Ifis, or. The Land of the divine Ifis ^ 
a name given to the principal figure which was the 
fymbol thereof. 

* The oh}t€t of thofe reprefentations, were, in 
procefs of time, made to appear fo grand and fo 
elevated, that the pricfts, abandoning to the peo- 
ple the exteriour part of thcfe ceremonies, and 
leaving them in liberty to think thereupon as they 
pleafed, rciblved to rc\xal the meaning but to a 
fmall number of chbfen perfons. Hence fprang 
the myfteries of antiquity, known by the names of 
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Ifif, of Ceres, of Ofirls, of Adonis, &c. and to 
which no candidate could he admitted, but after a 
long and auftere preparation. 

AtTHotrcH the details of thelc myftcries have 
been in general fo little known, there are, bow- 
ever, feme anecdotes tranfmittcd to us which may 
facilitate the intelligence of them. For inftancc, 
let us examine one concerning the myftcries of 
Adonis, and which, for many rcafons, dcfcrvcs to 
have a place here* 
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I SHALL previoufly fuppofe the reader to be ac« 
quainted with the hiftory of Adonis. It relates, 
that this god died and returned to life every year. | 

I take upon me to add, for a farther elucidation of i 

this report, that originally he was but the com- 
memorative fymbol of the world anticntly dcftroy- 
ed, and fince renewed. This ferved, at the fame 
time, as an inftru&ive image of its deftruAion paft, 
and grand renovation to happen hereafter. On a j 

certain night of the feftival, during which the re- i 

prcfentative of Adonis was placed in a tomb in the 
midfi of darknefs and lamentation, light fuddenly \ 

appeared : one of the priefts {hewed himfclf with | ' 

an air of ferenity ; and, after having anointed the 
lips of the Initiated, (doubtlefs on account of the ) 

fccret i 
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ffcrct they were bound to keep) he whifpered iii 
the ear of each, that the Am was come, and that 
deliverance was at hand. — - This important new* 
rc\'ived in them a general fenfc of joy, and the 
rcfurrcAion of Adonis was cdthrated with all 
manner of rejoicing *. The cxtcriour of this fcf- 
tival was known and fprcnd abroad, not only in 
Phentcia and in Egypt, but alfo am^»n;T the Greeks 
and Romans* During the firft days nothing was 
to be fecn but mourning and aiRiAion ; no founds 
were heard, but the funereal- cries of dcfolatc and 
weeping females : on every fide no other objcfls 
but tombs and coffins were to be fccnt 

Ws may conclude from this fmgular w*or{hip, 
and efpecially by the anecdote here cited, that a 
CHiriftian who might have lived a thoufand year^ 
or more before the coming of the Nkffiah, and 
ai&fted at thefeftival or myftcries of Adonis, would 
fancy he faw therein the end of a popiih Lent. 
Popiih chriftiantty, as hence appears, is of a very 
ancient date. 

- • 

But 



• See jful. Ftrmiaiiy and the Engliflt buky nti'- 
tittff Purtfja^ Pilgiimagey bstk I, tbap, 17, pttge 
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Hekce all the fcftivals of antiquity began with 
iadncft and ciidcd in joy. They began with the 

fettinj 
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But let us fcturn from our dignei&ony to the 
inftitutions of remote antiquity, becaufc all the 
foUici of mankind, both ancient and modern^ wiU 
appear to be the confc^uciKcs and the abuie there- 
of. 



All the ccleftial motions suid the harmony of 
the univerfc revived, were, for a long time, the f 

motives of a condant and boundlefs acknowledge- ; 

mcnt to the fupreme Being. However, as if this ^ « 

religion had forefcen what was to happen in after* 
times, (he fought, in this very harmony, matter 
for inftru6ling mankind concerning their ftate of 
inftability, fearing left a forgctfulnefs of paft cala* 
mities, and the habitude of a permanent fclicityt j 

ihould extinguifh in them this falutary fear of the 
great judge, which it is moft important to keep 
up. She turned every thing to inftrudion i the 
declining day, and fetting of the fun, reminded 
her of the antient darknefs, of the end of the old 
world, as well as of the future end of the new» 
The return of Aurora, was to her an image of the 
ancient and future renovation, as well as the rifing 
of the grand judge in favour of tlie juft. 
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fctting fun of one day, aivl ended with that of the 
next *. Hence it was that man become idolatrous^ 
ran everyday to ronfult Aurora, or the rifing fun; 
and that in general the inhabitants of this earth 
have turned towards that fide the gates of their 
temples, imagining, that as the fun, fo the grand 
judge would Come from the oriental part of the 
< * beavcns. 

« 

The end and the commencement of the periods 

attended by ftars and planets, became, in the fame 

] fcnfe, an occafion and fubjcA for fimtlar inftniC'^ 

tions. The four changes of the moon in each 
month } the varying of the four feafons in each 
year, were images too ftriking, of the inAabiiity 
of the univerfe, not to*be confidered as inftrudive 
fignals* 

Therefore it vras, that every people had four 

feftivals in the month, and four other, more fo* 

. lemn fuUvals, in the yearj during which they 

occafionally, thro' thcfe folar and lunar changes, 

reminded 



* The mitient and almejl univarfal ujagi^ 9f na^ 
tUtts tusrj, /• recloH ty nighu and mi hy days* Tl:i 
Jacrid$r tccUfutJlic day with u$ biglns with the night. 
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reminded the aflemblcd people, that all had been 
changed, and all ihould hereafter be changed in 
the trennendous day to come* 



The fcftivals which had any affinity with the 
ailronomical periods, were feftivals of rgoicing $ 
and thofe having an affinity with their dedenfion, 
were feftivals of mourning and repentance* 
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The moon^s periodical month, confifting of 
twenty-eight days, is an obvious conjedure that 
this is the reafon why the lunar feftivals have, in ! 

all times, been diftanced from feven tofeven days ; 
and that this is the reafon why, from the antient 
folcmnities having been regulated by the lunar 
number, the univerfal refpeA, amongft all na« 
tions, for the fcptenary number, arofe. The fuc- I ) 

ccflion of our fcftivals could not be founded upon 
any other event, or any other motive, feeing that 
the four folemnitics of the month are, in regard 
to the four lunar phafes, what the four annual fo- 
lcmnities arc to the four folar phafes. It would 
be ridiculous to conclude, that the four feftivals 
have regulated the courfc of the flars; whereas 
good fenfc dictates to us, that the feftivals muft 
have been regulated by the ftars. Although the 
Hebrew tradition pretends, that the work of the 

H creation^ 
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crcatioOy pcrfonncd in fcven days, was the pri«- 
initive caufe of the fcptcnary fcftivals, yet wc read 
in the firft chapter of Gencfis, that the fun and 
moon were created to indicate and regulate the 
fcftivals and the days of aflembly. How fliall we 
be able to explain this contradiction! unlefs wc be 
ftupid enough to imagine, that the Deity was 
pleafed to interlard his work with aftrological afli* 
nities* Dcbafing idea ! -«>* 

The eftabliflied cuftom in primitive times, to 
thus inftruiS mankind about the dcftrudion and 
renovation of the world, at the end and the be- 
ginning of all the phafcs, and of all the aftrono- 
mic periods, was the innocent fource of infinite 
crrours, when once the remembrance of the piit 
was diminiflied, and when the motives of thcfc 
periodical inftrudUons were mirmtcrprctcd and 
corrupted. 
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Mankind, in obferving thefe commemorations 
to be kept up, and always indicated by the num- 
ber yhr/ir, thought there was fomc fccrct virtue 
conuined therein, and fome myfterious reference 
to the origini cxiftcncc, and duration of the 
world* 
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* T/}e Hebrew people^ in general, haw ealled the 
feven doyt of the week^ the feven dayt of the Creation i 
they have, however, eaile / the feventh Jay, during 
w/.ic'' they celelrdte ' their adopted ereathn by the name 
of Si [that h, whkh is a! fo the name of the -firft month 
of their folnr -.ear : its true HeircvJ radix does not 
fig' fj f^'fh but Return and Renovation \ therefore 
this fefliVid of t-.e Creation could be none other but the 
fejlival of t-?e RenovitioK of the worN. T7y Pfalms 
37 (W ■ <)iy which were corfecratei to tin remembrance 
of ihr fabhath, are fufpciait to difeover the errour of 
the Hc'^rrio. TI)efomier exhibits nothing to us but a 
fiilure of mifery atid afli£lion, and makes ut hear 
nothing but pitiable groans, that are not applicable to 
DiTjid, or to the creation, or to thefabbath, according 
to the manner in which they conceive it, but are aftly 
fo to the deJlru£lion of the world, to Ofbris, etnd to 
jt.oms, xvho were fymbois of the world deftrojed^ and 
of the fun extinguijhed* Tl)e gid Pfalm^ whofe title 



; 



Some imagined it had been created; others that \ \ 

it had been renovated ; and many, that it had been * 

judged in feven days. All thefe different opinions ' 
arc to be found among the Hebrews, as can be 
fccn in the note hereto annexed *• 
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The remembrance of the renovation of the face 
of the univerfe, being extinguiflied, or covered 
with obfcurity ; the remembrance likcvirifc of the 
ancient world became neccflarily extinct, and man- 
kind thought no more but of that which it enjoy- 
ed. But) when after a fucceffion of time, the 
human race had fufEcicnt Icifure to refleft upon 
its origin) and reafon about its antiquity, all the 
fentiments conceived thereupon could be but fyf- 
tematic, and very much divided : there was a great* 
cr or lefs degree of antiquity allowed, in propor- 
tion to the greater or lc(s number of ideas that had 
been prefi:rved of what had palU. This is the 

caufc 
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alfi relate t$ ihifabbath^ prtftnti m with a piSlun 
0fthi Jiluge and §f the n^e/iablijhmtnt $f the earth. 
Thi author 0/ tht hooi 0/ J$b^ in the wagnifiant de^ 
Jiripiion which he gives in the ninth chapter of the 
wtrks of the creatien^, alludet t$ ** The defeat cf the 
giantst bat groan under the waters :'**"* A Uki ambiguity 
ist§ befeen in the 14/A chapter of tin hook ofWifdom \ 
It is thus (as therein isfaid) " That in the beginning 
aftbe worlds when you made the proud giants perijb^ a 
veffel was the afylum^ and the depofitary of the hopes of 
the univcrfe.^ It is dear from thefe different pajfages^ 



that 
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caufc of the ftrange diverfity which wc find in the 
chronology of all the ancient nations. It is na« 
tural among men to count for nothing what they 
know not of, whether in nature or in the vaft 
abyfs of time. They foon bounded over ages un« 
known, they dared even to prccifcly fix the inftant 
of the firft exiftence of the world, and confound- 
ed the ancient epoch of its re-eftablifliment, with 
the dill more obfcure and unknown epoch of its 
primitive creation i whence followed, that whea 

they 



tijai the world created^ and thi world renovated^ an 
always cmfounded. Subfequmt to thifi variations^ a* 
nother pajfagt in the fourth book of Efdras^ chap. 7^ 
ver. 30, may bt eafily explained^ which has bithert§ 
been inexplicable. The prophet j after having declared^ 
that the horrours of the end of the world were near^ 
threatens Jinners^ and fays to them^ that ^^ The world is 
going to re-enter into the chaos offcven dayt^ as it liap^ 
pened in the ancient judgments J* Thisftngular opinion 
' gives us to kndw^ tljat the feven days of the creation^ 
or renovation of the worlds were then looked upon as 
the fevcn days of the antient judgtnents of God. Thero 
is alfo to befound^ in another part of the fcripture^ 
•• I have praifed you feven times a day^ on accowA of 
the judgments of your ju/lice.** 
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they would form conjeAures, and enter into z 
fcrutinizing' detail of this (irQ of all events, in or- 
der CO place it at the head of the annals of the 
vrorldt all which impofture fugrcfied, bccaulc ir.an 
couid neither then, nor ever will be able to rcprc- 
fent to himfcif the operation of a creating God 
and Architect of the univerfc, otherwifc th;.n by 
the medium of grofs analogies. This fublimc and 
incomprehcnflblc acl was painted with colours, 
ftained by the ideas which were as yet fupplicd by 
a darkened and corrupted remembrance of the 
general difturbancc, occafioncd by the change of 
the ancient world. They had no other way of 
arranging faiSls and their fuccef&on, than by the 
tules, or rather by the extravagant chimeras of 
judicial aftrology i a moft ridiculous fciencc, and 
ofTsprtng of the primitive attention to all the 
movements of the heavenly bodies, in which the 
t^eace and tranquillity of new formed focietics 
were th^n deemed to be fo eflTentially intcrcftcd ♦. 

To 



* 77.'^ fillies of njlnlo^y were hvcnUd prior to the 
f^P^m cf the creation by the IMrvws ; which is ob^ 
vicus frwi tleamhry chfirvnUe in the divers cptr/i-^ 
thus i^ tWfcVcn dmsy an I tie tretenJcd virtues and 

ajlrokgical 
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To this wc arc to afcribe the dat lends, the 
chaos, the primitive mixture of elements, and the 
ftatc of confufion, faid to have preceded the birth 
of the world. 



Tub abfurd chaos had never any exiftence, but 
in the heads of mortals that had forgot antiquity* 
Hence arofe all the frivolous, all the ridiculous 
hiftories of the diverfe combats prior to the origin 

of 



nflrokrical properties of the /even planets, i, TIji 
day over whnh the fun prefiied^ light was made, l. 
The day of the moon was that In wlneh thefirwament 
and the atmofphere were made ; xvijereon alfo the di" 
vlfton of the waters above from the waters below was 
marke.l outy becaufe tie moon prefiics truer the at^ 
mofphere^ and that JIh Is looted upon as an humid and 
aquatic planet. 3. The day of Mars^ as being reput-^ 
fd a carnalj brutal^ andgrofs planet ^ the day appeared^ 
and was called earth. 4. 7X^ day of Mercury y 
Mercury has been ever held as the ready mlnljhr of 
the goJs^ as a go-betiveen from heaven to telly from 
hell to heaven. Theft attributes devolved to htm from 
having been anciently tlje Jymiollcal herald of fefllvals^ 
and the emblem of the commerce of mortals with gods^ 
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of things, to wit) of light againft darknefs, of 
angels againft dztnons, of the good againft the 
evil principle, of Lucifer againft God, of the fun 
againft the moon, of the giants againft the gods, 
of Typhon againft Ofiris, and many more of that 
fort*. 

Thb 



iy the intermediation of tuorfijip and prayers ; and 
ihatf doubtlefty is tf}e reafon why it is faid^ that the 
. Jignals of thefcflivals and the aJfemHies (the Sun and 
the Moon) were placed t/jat day in the heavens. 5* 
The day of Jupiter^ as it is tf^e planet of the air^ and 
ahstndanee nudtiplied according to ajlrology^ It nccejfa^ 
rlly followed^ that on the fifth day birds were created 
in the alr^ and fifii In the fea. 6. The creation of 
plan and woman on the day of Venus^ needs no expla^ 
nation. 7. The Deity repofed hlmfelf on the day of 
Saturn^ a gloomy andfdent planet^ that cuts away all 
VMtb blsfcythOf and produces nothing according toaflro^ 

♦ There is a folnt worth being remarked In the 
emnals of the worlds coUc^ed by Sancljomaton (whofe 
valuable fragments have been prefervcd by Eufeblus) 
to wltf that this autl)or wakes no mention of the ///* 
luge \ which drew on himfevcre reproaclns from woji 



J 
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The numhcrfdViH being thus become a number 
fraught with virtue and myftcry, not only the fe* 
vcnth day was rerpedled, but alfo the fcventh vreck^ 
the fcventh month, the feventh year, and the fe- 
vcnth week of months and years. The end of the 
world was always expe£M after fabbatical periods* 
The ManichcanSi in imitation of a great many 

I ancient 



cf ilje chrijlian teachers* But If the account uAicb 
he gives us cf the creation be examined^ wejhall ecjfilj 
difcover that therein is contained nothing more than the 
account of a real revolution ; and the fame remark may 
he applied to the anecdotes of all the pretended anchors 
which he gives to mankind* It is therefore n$ way 
ajlonijhing that he mentions not the deluge* The au-^ 
thor of the Hebrew annals wh gives us the hiflory 
of a creation^ and of a deluge^ has been guilty of a 
very crofs errour : his creation is nothing but the de^ 
lugCf his deluge is nothing but the creation. Thefe 
two events J as in Genefts^ are really but one and the 
fame fait doubly employed and confiJered in the fame 
point of view: the one natural^ to which be has given 
the fecond place 5 the other aftrohgical^ Jyftimatical^ or 
mji/lic^ according as people may pleafe tor eaO sty t$ 
which be bas given the firfl. This remark fumifi)es a 
fatisfaafnry folution of the caufes that produced the dif^ 
fcrcnt Hebrew and Samaritan chronologies. 
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ancient nations, cxpcdcd it thefcventh day of eve- 
ry week ; the Mexicans, at the end of die week 
of weeks of years ; and all the oriental fagcs at the 
end of the weeks of hundreds; or of thoufands of 
years. In fine, this number, as well as a great 
many others (to which a fiinilar virtue was attri- 
buted) being by a jumbling mixture of all the pri- 
mitive ideas, rendered fo 9utre and fo corrupted, that 
they were underftood as divine and happy by feme, 
but as tremendous and fatal by others. Of this 
prepofterous notion, a crowd of rabbis, cabalifls, 
aftrologers, prediAers of futurity, with other fa- 
natic and fuperilitious heads, have made a bad ufe 
in all times, to the greateft degree of extrava- 
gance ; and often at the cxpcnce of the tranquili- 
ty and happinefs of mankind. 



To this expectation of the end of the world, 

which from a facred dogm was degenerated into 

i one, replete with folly and fuperflition, I have faid 

that religion added thcfe concerning the defcent 
I of the great judge and future life. As thefe three 

tenets were infepcrable, the errours derived from 
the abufe thereof were alfo infcparabic : the pcrio- 
i dical revolutions of years, of meteors, and all, that 

I Ignorant antiquity called the figns in the heavens, 

> inftcad of being what they had been in paft times, 

i . . ' the 
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» 

the announcers of the inftnidiions to be delivered | : 

to nuntcindt were thenceforward become the he- 
ralds of the arrival of viAorious kings, of legifla* 
tors, of prcdt£ters of* futurity, and other chime* 
ricnl pcrfonagcs, who were expeAed inllead of the 
great judge ; the original expe£btion of whom was \ 

corrupted and perfonificd. Thcfe figtis in the | 

heavens were no longer the proclaimers of the laft -, 

judgment, and of the life to come, but of the for- ^ 

tunes and revolutions of empires, and of the great 
political changes that were to happen, as were then j 

reported,' not only in regard to nations, but even 

to families. 

• • • 

By this means, the imagination of mankind } 

being fixed upon the ftars, fuppofed civil and reli- 
gious revolutions to happen upon earth, in conic- f 
quence of the aftronomical ones, which it fancied to 
have dcfcried in the heavens ; nay, in^poftors went 
fo far, as from revolutions naturally happening on 
the earth, to fuppofe the like in heaven } or, when 
it was their intereft, to conjure up fuch for their 
own* advantage. 

From Imbibed prejudices like thcfe, the human 
mind has, for a confiderable number of ages, been 
<r\Tr found readi\y difpofed to be the dupe, the 

la iport 






1 I 






t. .• 



• 






\ 



60 The ORIGIN OF DESPOTISM. 

fportt and vidiin» of all thofc fanatics and impof- 
tors9 endowed with cunning enough to conciliate 
to them the attention of mortals, ever aAuatcd 
with a irague hope and undetermined expectation. 

It will not be improper to mention here, the 
inftitution of the primitive religion, a knowleidgc 

i whereof can throw a great light upon a variety of 

ufages, for the moft part obfcurc and corrupted, 
which antiquity exhibits to us in her feftivals, and 
folemnitics. This religion was peculiarly careful 
to keep up the remembrance of the calamities be- 
fallen to the firft of mankind, that is, upon thofe 
who bad been tlie unhappy witnefles of the dc« 
vaftation of the univerfe. . To fccond this intent 
I ihe obliged them on certain times to lead a wan- 

dering life, to doath themfelvcs with nothing bet- 
ter than (kins, nor to make \ik of any food but 

« 

wild fruit i alfo, to abide in groves^ woods and 

i • 

caverns. 

a * • 

j Hence, in part, mud have arifcn the Orgies, 

f the Bacchanalia of paganifm, and feveral feftivals 

of the Hebrews, which exteriourly bore fo great 
j an affinity therewith. • But all the nations had loft 

ii fight of wliat had been the primitive and true mq- 

> > . . ■ • 

tivcs of them. Some t>rccious remains of thofc 
...... » . , 
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co m mem orations arc, howcrcr^ as yet to be ibiaiid 
among the pagans. There werc^ in Athens and 
in Syria, as we read in Plutarch and Lucian, fu- 
nereal fcftivals celebrated, even at the time of Syl« 
la, in remembrance of thofe vrho had periflicd in 
the deluges of Ogyges and Deucalion. If we 
examine the grcateft part of the fcftirals, th^ 
manes, and kmurcs, among the Gredcs and a- 
mong the Romans, we Hull therein trace the orv* 
ginal motive, as well as in moft of the funereal 
games and fpeAadcs, kept up throu^ cuftosn^* 
and without the people's wdl knowing whercfoieg 

The feftivals of the fun, called, in the Peru- 
vian, Memoiials *, were doubtIe(s derived from the 
fame fource« The Japanefe own that all their 

• 

fcftivals formerly, were days of mourning and hr 
mentation ; and I would incline to believe, that 
the Cult in regard to their anccftors, which was 
cftabliflied there as well as b China, and in other 
parts of Ada, fprang* entirely froti* the £une caufir. 
The literati of Tonqiiin, as fatberl^iCanicr tells 
us, in his narrative of that country, pay an ado- 
ration, at every new moon, to the iouls of their 
forefathers, who had pcriihcd through hunger hi 

day*^ 



♦ Sit Selihn*iprefau»ftb€Gi1^fJjhu 
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'days of yore» This is a fuflicicnt authority to 
ground my furmizc upon. In the ifland of Samo* 
thracia, there was, in the time of Diodorus Sicu>- 
lus *9 annual feftivals of this kind, which they 
then celebrated by going up on the tops of high 
mountains^ to thank the gods for the ancient deli- 
verancc from the waters of the deluge. I am fa*- 
tisfied^ that the idolatrous worihip, which has 
been paid to fo many mountains, was no more 
than conlcqucnces of that grateful .acknowledge- 
ment which the nations had prefervtd for the afy* 
lums whereupon the wrecks of the human race 
were favcd. 

^ Is fine, the commemoration of the rcA'olutions 

of nature, whether occafionfd by water or firc« 

I was the original intention and primitive objcdt of 

air the fcftivals of antiquity whatfoever, among 
whate\xr people we chufc to fix our eyes upon. If 
we confider them, hcnccforwards, in this point of 
light; and if we compare and conciliate them one 
with the other, they will no longer appear to us 

I myftcrious or obfcurc ; they will unfold to us the 

\ true hiftory of the world, which by their means 

alone hath been prcfcrved. We (hall then know, 

i for' 
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for example, to what events ought to be referred 
the coinmemorations made by the Egyptians for 
the misfortune of Ofiris ; and thofe made by the 
Hebrews for the calamities which they faid had 
been fuflfered by them in Egypt} and in the defart. 



Ik like manner may we account for our Euro- 
pean ufageS} whether of religion or of the people. 
Placed in this great and new point of light they 
will be one day cleared up ; which will put an 
end to that illufion whereby fallacy and ignorance 

have 



k t 



k 



There will be no difficulty then to afcertain 
to what events, and to what time is to be referred | 

the frugal manner of living obrer\'ed at certain 
times by the Japanefe, who, through a devout re- 
membrance of their anccftors, cat nothing but . ] 
ihcUs. We (hall thence know why their theatres 
nt that time reprefcnt only cottages and miferable 
huts. Then there will be no difficulty to bring \ 
back all thefe ufages to the fame fource ; whence 
by the Egyptians, the Greeks, the Sicilians, the 
Romans, were derived certain fcftivals of Bacchus 
and Ceres, wherein was reprefented the ancient 
manner of living praAifcd by their forefathers, 
when (according to them) they led a wandering 
and a favage life. 
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have for (o many ages concealed from u$ thci> 
true principles and genuine origin. 

I {hould never conclude on this head, if on the 
occafton of thefc primitive inftitutions I were to 
undertake giving a detail of all the evils, and all 
the diiFerent crrours produced by the general and 
itniverfal abufc that has been made of them ; altho' 
the fevcral inftitutions and dogms, which had been 
the principles thereof, were fo reafonablc, fo juft, 
and fo proper in themfclvcs, to procure the happi* 
iicfs of fociety, by maintaining therein that order 
and that polity, whereupon fuch happinefs de- 
pends. The enumeration of thefe crrours would 
take up a vaft field, and would bcfides include a 
crowd of other obje£ls no way relative. 



Hitherto I have only inftficd on the capital 

errours, that are at this day the bafis of moft of 

the religions of the world ; I judged it incumbent 

on me to do fo, and as much bccaufe the political 

' fyftcms which we mean to examine are thence dc* 

rived, and intinutcly conneded with them ; as 
{ becaule man fuperftitious, and man enflavcd are 

( held faft by the fame fetters, and bound by the 

iame prejudices. 
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In- thefe rcnSfcent days of focicty 'we arc not 
*to feck for the different governments that "it has 
fincc been poficfled of upon earth, when grown i 

more adult, and finally arrived, as it were, to a ' 

flate of maturity ; bccaufe faid governments could 

K have 



SECTION VII. 

The prind pit's of the frjl Ml anj political i0/Hiu^ 
lions. Mavhind choji a ThiocratU form of go^ 
vernmint. 



IT is probable that the unfortunate remains 
of the nations dcftroyed for fome^ time af- 
ter the return of fercnity and harmony to th<5 
univcrfe, compofcd no larger a fodcty than that 
of families ftrickcn with a fear of the judgments 
of the deity, and their attention was occupied 
how to find a remedy for the evils they had fuffcr- 
cd, as well as to provide for their fubfidcnce* In 
all likelihood there was no authority at that time 
known among them but that of fathers, prcflding ! i i 

over their progeny ; nor any other law but rea- 
fon \ and the common iicccilities, which are, in 
fimilar circumftanccii, the fame as particular ones, 
could neither be mifunderftood, nor-negIe£lcd« 
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have been inftituted but in confequence of the 
primitire £»nilics encreaftngt by thctr being more 
and more united, by which means they form- 
ed numerous communities ; and to them, tlius 
dlembled, it was necefllary to apply more cogent 
and more ftriking ties or motives of union in pri« 
vate families, whereby that unity might be main* 
tained, the value of which they fo very well 
knew^ and thus alio maintained that fpirit of 
religion, oeconomy, induftry and peace, which 
alone could repair the infinite calamities human 
nature had fufFered. Then ^ere inftituted laws 
civil, OBConomical and domcftic, in order to in- 
culcate frugality, to excite to labour, to encou- 
rage, invention, and efpccially to quicken the pro<* 
grefs of agriculture. 

Thb nature of the feveral duties of life was re« 
gulated, as well as that of the afliftance which 
men reciprocally owe to each other, to prevent 
difputess or to accomodate thofe which might 
happen. The times for work and reft were fixed. 
An authentic form was given to marriage. An 
invariable plan was laid down for education and 
manners. A regular order was prefcribed for the 
exterior worihip, that man might be conftantly 
reminded pf the Godhead. Finally, the fcal of 

public 
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public approtntion wac imprcflcd on til the ufag^ 
and on all the inftitutions wherein focicty could 
be intercilcd, and no doubt puniihments were de* 
creed at the fanne time for thofe who (hould tref* 
pafs againft thefe general And folemn engagements* 



« . 



These feveral regulations were in the begintng 
as fimple as the fpirit by which they had been dic- 
tated ; aUhough they were not then fo extcnfive 
as have Ance been the codes, and adopted legifla* 
tions of mankind ; they were the better for it ; 
and tended more dire^ly to the true wel&re of 
their fpecics. It was not at all neceflary in form* 
ing them to have recourfe to fublime philofophersy 
or to profound politicians. Rearon9 exigencci and 
real wants, were the only legiflators that fuggefied 
them. When the feveral conftituent parts were 
collcdr^d, nothing more was done than to write 
or engrave upon wood or upon ftonc, all that had' 
been tranfaiSlcd down to thofe happy times ; when 
the rcafon of individuals, not being as yet diffc* 
rent from that of the public, had flourilhcd the 
one and only law. 



. ! 



Ik order to fupport theic inftruAions which 
were to conftitute the general happincfs of the 
whole, as they had procured the pvticular wel* 
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hit of families, when they were but as yet do«» 
ihcflic laws the people unanimoufly confcnting, 
applied to the elders of the place, and to the heads 
of thofc very families, who ought to be the moft 
interellcd to watch over the happincfs and tran- 
quility of a fociety in which they yirere fa nearly 
j^ concerned. They were not however looked upon 

then as the kings, and ibvcrcign mnfters of 
faid fociety ; no, it was on account folcly of 
their ex)Kricncc, their wifdom, their age, and 
the name of father, that they were honoured by 
all with a profound rcfpcfl and natural veneration. 
They were chofcn, therefore, to be the miniflcrs 
I and the fupcrinlcndants of fociety, but not the 

independent arbiters. 

The human race was not then ignorant, that 
there cxifled a public reufon, before which the ve-. 
ry ruling minifters are of no more fighificancc in 
the Aatc than the lad citizen. Apprized of his 
privileges, through the title of being rational and 
r free, man in prcfciibing civil laws to himfclf, had 

never any intention to fufTcr himfelf to be enchain-> 
cd by any of his equals ; and although he ful>- 
^ mined himfclf a voluntary adherent to the laws, 

■ in order to render himfclf dependant on fociety 

wherein he found his fubfiflance and happinefs, he 

did 
l! 

U 
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"did not mean, by fo doing, to acknowledge any 
other king, or monarch, but God alone. To hini' 
then folely did he fubjcA his new Icgiflatlon and 

himfclf. 

But before we enter into an hiftorical account 
of this extraordinary anecdote in the political hif- ^ 

tory of the firft men, let us, for a moment, turn. f 

back in the fame (lath through which we have thus, 
far advanced. 

o 
I DID not think it neceflliry here, to give a de-. 

tail of all the laws, domedic, ceconomical, and ci« 

vil, which were the Arft code of mankind aflcmblcd. 

in fociety. This truth wc learn from all antiqui*. 

ty. Here (lie pleads in my behalf, and the hiftory. 

of all the ancient nations, to wit, Egyptians, Chi-' 

nefe, Indians, PcrAans, Cretans, &c. (hould make 

us competent judges how far the firft focictics were 

perfect, on the fide of their manners, difciplinc, 

and polity ; and, we may readily conclude, that all 

wc know of them, is ftill infinitely (hort of what 

has been. For, in facl, the times the firft known 

in hiftory of tbcfc people, were not, in reality^ 

their firft times : the greateft part of thefc nations 

became frequented by others, but when the law 

prohibitory of all external commerce was neg- 

leJlcd. i 

I 



I, . 



I • 



■ 



70 The origin of DESPOTISM. 

Icficd. This law, whofc fcvcrity muft have reign- 
ed with vigour durtJig fo long a time, proves that 
at the aera of its inftitution, fociety was very po« 
pulous, which had been productive of fo many 
confidcrable events, and diflenfions fo oppofitc to 
the ancient union, as that gave occafion to this 
law, which they found it was neccflary to ena£l, 
although in itfclf contrary to the primitive legifla*- 
t tiont that breathed nothing but humanity. 



i . 



We arc, therefore, to cftecm thcfe antient de* 
tails, banded down to us concerning the antient 
governments ; but, as fo many veftigcs, fo many' 
traces, of what they had been in another and elder 
antiquity, which we arc ignorant of: but a means* 
by which we may be capacitated to form fomc con- 
jecture of, and fpcalc in its behalf, is that admira- 
tion and that amazement which are excited in us 
by its remains alone. 

Wkatevkr the Greeks have writtwi on the 
polity cf the Egyptians, fmcc they have known 
it, would be deemed almofl fabulous, as would the 
education of the antient Pcrfians, if the prcfcnc 
ftate of China were not a viftble and inconieflable 
prouf that ftich governments haveexilted. Egypt 
was no fooner become acccfliblc to tbe ncighbour- 
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-ing nations, where, for a ferics of time their ori« 
ghial legiflation had been corrupted, than they 
enriched themfelves with all that remained thereof 
among this privileged people. Through a fenfe of 
gratitude they unanimoufly hailed her with the titk 
of Wife ; a title (he doubtlefs merited, Itncc it 
was conferred upon her by her moft invctcratt 
enemies *• 



' Wmat more peculiarly merits our attention in' 
thefe firft proceedings of the human fpecics, is, 
that they were all di£latcd by reafon : it was (he 
that became the wealth of mankind, defpoilcd of 
every thing. In order to extricate himfdf from 
the abjfs of mifcry into which he was plunged, 
man exerted all his mental powers ; being called 
home, and admoniflied by his calamitous fituatioiT, 
he demeaned himfclf as a rational and intelligent 
Wing, which conftitutcd his happinef^ and glory* 

Such had been the condufl of num in thnfe 
early times, and fuch it would have continued 
ever fince, if he had not loft fight of his firft mo* 

tivc 



* Mofrs was inftruSled in all tin Uarfilnj cf th4 
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live to Tifk and his natural guide, I mean his gc< 
nuine wants and rcafon. 



All th2t is hereafter to follovr, v/ill unfold to 
us his dcviarioni> aiid changes; and, as to render 
them indrud^ive, it will be of the highcft import 
to always refearch for their principles ; we may 
even now make one of them the fubjccl of our 
animadverAons* 

, Although the firft written laws which had 
been com^xifcd by mankind, were no more thaA 
the picture of their primitive conducV, sndthe pre- 
vious collection of all the methods they had until 
.then employed, in order to re-cil:aLIifti focicty, 
and render thcmfclvcs happy. Yet tlicfc very laws 
were the occafion of the fiMl chan?c that was ef- 
fe£ted in the human mind. Even from that ?rra 
the ufc of reafon bc?an to te nc^'^lcclcd; thcfe 
laws were only confultcd as the guide of a<Elion ; 
an entire confidence v/os rcpofed in them ^ and the 
full reliance which man had on them, by their nd 
longer requiring of him to employ the intcriour 
energy of his reafon to regulate his condudl and 
proceedings, as he had antecedently done, was the 
caufc that this energy was weakened by degrees, and 
. at length was near being entirely defeated. 

It 
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It mud be owned, that all thofc laws were ex- 
ccllcnt, and ntankind could not help being both 
^lappy and wife by literally following them. But 
where arc the laws that do not imperceptibly de** 
[rcncrate, cfpecially when the cxceflivc rcfpeA con- 
ceived for them, forbids our confronting them from 
time to time with the primitive law, whrch is cn« 
graved upon all hearts, in a more unalterable man- 
ner than it is upon (lone ; and is ever to be found 
there when wc re-enter into ourfclves . io qucft 
of. it. 

These admirable laws were corrupted and warp- 
cJ from their priftinc fpirit, through the ncglefl: of 
prcfcrving them pure, and of redrcffing them when 
they began to be fcduccd from the public weal> 
from reafon and good fcnfe. Being now prcviouf- 
ly cautioned of this fource of every errour, it is 
not' difficult for us to have a fore-feeling of, and 
to alTurcdly take in before-hand, at one view, whac 
courfc the human race will (hapc. Man, after 
leaving condu<Etcd himfelf by the light of his rea- 
fon, will give himfelf np, with an implicit and 
lK)undlefs rcfpe£l, to the guidance of the laws, 
lie will ccafc to think for himfelf. Thefe laws will 
be altered without his perceiving it, and the rule 
ot hij conduct will be afterwards according to 

h ufages 
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ufages and cuftoms i thcfe waxing obfcure, mif- 
led man will be filled with prejudices, falfe tnuli' 
tions, foolifli and fupcrftitious opinions, which 
will at length become the bafis and the rule for 
the general condud of all the nations. And it is 
by degrees, fuch as thcfe, that we (hall fee them 
all fucccflively pafs from the renovation of fociety 

down to this day : we fhall fee them always 
, growing more and more forgetful of themfelves ; 

and we (hall obferve, that their unhappincfs will 
be in proportion to their ftraying from their rea*- 
fon, and that they will at laft come to that fatal 
pitch, to no longer look upon her as the flambeau', 
by excellence, that ought to adminifter light to 
laws, cuftoms, ufages, opinions, and even to re- 
Iigion« 

We have left man upon the point of imprcfiins 
the laft feal on his Icgiflation, and ready for the 
rcprcfentation of power and unity, by taking un- 
^ to himfelf the deity for fovercign. Divers fenti- 

t ments, di£^ated to him by reafon, fcveral religious 

impreffions, with which he was warmly penc- 
;* trated} and farther ftill, the credit and weight of 

^ a particular fuperftition, congenial to thbfc early 

ages. Concurred to infpirc him with fo ftngular a 
choice, lb extraordinary a project. His wants 
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having early made known to him, that he was not 
a being calculated to live alone upbn the earth, he 
entered into a fociety with hit fellow-mortals, pre- 
ferring, as we have already feen, the advantages 
of a ncccffary and rational engagement, to his l ^ \ 

natural liberty. 

Ef^CREASiNO fociety aftenvards exafied, 
that the tacit contract made with her by each 
individual, at the time of his being incorpo- 
rated, faould receive a more folemn form to be- 
come authentic and irrefragable ; that the fame 
order and harmony might fubfift and reign 
throughout «i.^ before. To this alfo mankind gave 
their confcnt ; ::nd the priniitivc energy of focial 
laws was not altered by this new precaution i the 
main obje£t thereof being to add a new force to 
them pibportionate to the power and extent of 
the body corporate, whofe motions they were to 
regulate* 

Then was refumed, in behalf of fociety, the 
already begun facrifice of that liberty, and that 
natural equality, of which we are all confcious. 
Superiours and magiftrates were acknowledged % 
and mankind fubmitted to a civil and political fuln 
ordination: nay more, a fovereign was Aughe 

L 2 for. 
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for, from a conviction even then, that a numcrout 
fociety without a chict^ or king, was a bodf 
without a head, and even a monfler whofc un- 
wieldy limbs, when put into motion, could not 
execute any thing agreeable either to reafon or 
harmony. 

Todifcovcr this great' truth man needed only 
to turn his. eyes upon already formed fociety. 
When we fee an aflcmbled people, we cannot re- 
frain from aflcing, who is its firft perfonage or 
chief. It is an involuntary and truly natural cu- 
riofity, annexed to the fecrct attraftion by which 
we feel ourfclvcs suSluatcd towards ftntfUcUy and 
srm/jf, which are thd charaAcriftics of order and 
truth.. It is a precious 'infpiration of reafon, by 
whofe influence, notwithftanding any inclination 
we may have for independance, we are taught to 
fubmit, ourfclvcs, for. the fake of our o^n Well- 
being, and through the love of order. 

So far are the members from be!n<; oflcndcd on 
beholding the perfon«igc who prefidcs over their fo- 
ciety, thajt. they feel an. agreeable and flattering 
return on themfclvcs, as they look at .him thro* 
rcafon's eye 1 becaufc it is eflTcntial to fociety, and 

« 

to thtmfelvcs, who. are a i>art thereof, which they 

rcfpcdt 
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rcfpcft In this chicf» in this permanent oracle of 
the public rcafon, of which he is the mirrour, the 
ima'^c, and the auguft rcprcfcntation* 



1 
1 
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The firft focicty that was regulated by the po- 
lity of laws, certainly could not contemplate her- 
fclf without being filled wnth admiration. One 
of the firft ideas then of thinking and focial man 
was that of having a king. The fpe£la(;le of the 
univcrfc fcconded the voice of rcafon ; the humaa 
mind was then conftantly occupied with the fur- 
prifing objc£l, and enraptured with the marvellous 
concert obfcrvable in the general fyftem. Seeing 
that the immutability of he;Lvcn, and the felicity 
of the earth depended on the perpetual accordance 
of the various movements of the ftars, they were ^ 

the perpetual obje£l of his contemplation. Some- 
times he raifed his eyes up towards the fun ; at 
others he fixed them on the moon, and the pro- 
digious number of liars with which the firmament 
is fpangled over. But he confidered in a more 
efpecial manner* that chief, that only, and bril-< 
liant luminary, that feems to comnumd the armies 
of heaven, and to be obeyed by them ; therein he 
flattered himfelf to have efpied the image of a goo^ 
government, and to have difcovcred' the model of 
the plait which ought to be followed by fodetics 

upoa 
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> 

upon earth, in order to be rendered happy anJ 
unchangeable by praftically imitating fuch an har* 
monious concert* 

Religion finally crowned all thofe motives Aif- 
ficiently cogent in thcmfclves. Mankind faw but 
one fun in all nature ; and acknowledged but one 
fupreme being in the univerfe, which was God. 
It was thence concluded, that fomcthing was 
wanted to complete the legiflation \ wherefore, 
fociety was as yet but in an. imperfc£^ (late; in 
ihortt a king was wanted to be the chief, and 
the father of this great family, to conduct and re- 
gulate it, as the fun regulates all nature, and as 
the Godhead conducts and governs the univerfe, 

. f Such was the advice, the counfcl, and the ex- 
ample fuggcftcJ to man in the infancy of the 
world by rcafon, by the contemplation of heaven, 
i|id by religion, then not jarring with each 
' other; but man chofe to elude rather than to fol« 

low them. Whether he really was of opinion 
|hat a mortal could not be capable of rcprefcnt- 
ing the Deity upon earth (which is true in one 
fcnfe) or that he feared he ihould entirely lofe his 
liberty* not reflecting that there were legitimate 
oieans of reconciling his fafety with that of the 

throne ^ 
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* Tl)c Frcmh text Is faulty throughout^ In the arti^ 
tie of fuftc^uatieny iic. whuh proves it to have been 
printed un!er the infpeSIion of feme perfon not tho- 
roughly convcrfant ivith tie Gallic idiom j therefore tU 
meaning is in many places renJered extremely intricate^ 
and we meet in p. 69, /. 1 1 and i2» wi/A— niais par 
foupcon on rendroic bien p flice i 

I'hommc, l^c. whether thtfe chafrns were in the or!'* 
ginal manufcript^ cr be the printer's faulty we eannot 
take upon ks tofay^ but thus we have i'^'aglned they 

may 
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throne ; or whether, filially, fuperftition prevail- i 

cd \ man, inftead of chufnig a king amongft his 

fellows (with whom focicty might have entered ; 

into the fame contra£^, as each individual had 

done with her before) procbim^ the fuprcme :- 

Being ; averfe from having on ^arth any other 

maftcr, any other monarch, bccaufe he was that 

of heaven. ^ 

Some may be here tempted to think, that the 
love of independency was the main fpring of this 
condii£l ; and that man, by declining to give to 
himfclf a vifible king, in order to acknowledge on- 
ly an invifiblc one, was fecretly refolvcd to admit 
none *• By fuch a fufpicion we (hould do very lit-* 
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*t tie juftice to man in general^ anU particularly to 

I nian cfcapcd from the ruins of the world. Never 

* was he more rational than at that time, as to all 

* that relates to public order : never was he more 
I , inclined to make a facrlftce of his liberty. If by 

giving himfclf a king, he had made fo fmgular an 
application of the in(lru£lions which he h?.d re- 
I reived from reafon and from univerfal nature, tlut 

j was to be imputed to his not having depurated his 

religion, as he had his civil and domeftic polity. 
He had not purged it of fupcrftition, the child of fcur 
and terrour, that firft fwullows up religion ; then 
by appearing in bc-r place, ajid aiTuming her figure, 
\ totally deftroyt her. Man was, at that time, her 

wretched du|)e. She aloitc preudcd at the elcclion 
of the deity for monarch ; and that was the firfl 
epoch of the misfortunes of mankind. 



m/ty be filled u^ at^reiithU to the tenir of the text ; maij 

par un tel Ibupcon on rendroit bien peu de ju(iic&:i 

Iliomme, fcV. ivhihfrnifiesy as In the tranfliitUn^ *^iy 

fnch a/u/picm^^'e" N. H. /f/l inteilijoit readmtvUI 

eafify conceive wljy ififiiw plwes of the vafion ihrc is a 

fcemmg deviation from the original text \ whlch^ let tt 

be herefald^ once for ally was purfo/ely done, that the 

frnfe might appear with a Icfs ojfmfve ulpci^^ and a 

better graa In Er^UJb. 
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The beft method of making known the kind of 1 ' 

fuperAition with which the firftof the human race ] • 

were infeAed, will be to recall here certaiA opi* 
nions that were in vogue at the beginning of pur ; 

vulgar arra, much about the time that chriftianity 

» 

began. This religion, as it is adulterated and 
pra^tifed in the popiih countries (the modern nur- 
fcrics of fu perdition) owcth a confiderable part of 
its exiftence to an ancient and periodic folly, which 
proceeded from the corruption of the primitive 
dogms, as we have mentioned, where we treated 
of the coming of the great judge, of the end of the 
world, and of the life hereafter. 

I fay that this folly was periodical, becaufe the 
people had always afligned the accomplilhment of 
thofe dogms to the end of the periods } and that 
in the times we here treat of, certain obfcure tra* ^ 

ditions, afcribing fix thoufand years duration to i 

the world from its being created, induced people [ 

to think, that fmce they were entered upon the 
fcven thoufandth of its exiftence, the great week 
♦ was very near being accomplilhed, and that this 

M laft 



♦ jye evin finJ^ in the hiftory •/ the frmitivi 
churchy that in cltr^mh^ ga^t Jftx ilmifini ytanti 

th 



'■ t i 



\ 






i 



, t 



»• 



!! 



t 

'J 



I 



jSi Thk origin of despotism. 

laft thoufand teemed with the coming of the grand 
Sabbath of Ifracl, the ftated time for the triumph 
and repofe of the juft* 



Being ftruck and prepofleflcd with this chime-* 
i rical notion, a people more fuperftitious than alt 

: - the others, and that was difrufcd throughout an 

I cxtendve pagan empire, fancied that an individual, 

J who had rendered himfelf remarkable by a ftngu* 

larity of life, was the great judge, and the fub* 
lime perfoiiage which had been foretold by all the 
futurity-retailing oracles, and impoftors of hea- 
then antiquity, ftbylline, and others *« 



The 



ibi durathn #/ the tuorU^ and tlxit iki expe£!atm of 
ihi MeJJiab wasfi regulate Ji by this period \ that the 
1 Cbriftians laboured to eonfute the 'Jews by their own 

esnnalSf and their own traditions* T/je people of tht 
tajlcrn and wejiern nations^ were aSluated alike by the 
fame doSlrlne. Plutarch^ in the lives of Marius and 
Sylla^ faysy that about the year 82, before tlye vulgar 
0tra^ tin prediGors offstturity in Tufcany^ had alrea-^ 
Jy foretold tl>e end of the great year^ and tlje approach 
if the grand renovation of the world ' 



♦ Every body knows that J. C. /peaks often /» thegofpel 
tf the aid oftht worlds of which great truth the pagan 

world 
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* I 

The wrong application which was made by 
this extravagnnt idea, of the dogm concerning the 
true great judge, failed not to produce errours cor*, 
rcfponding tlicrcwith^ that bore an affinity to the 
two others, and which, as we have faid, were in* 
fcparable from the firft. The end of the world 
fccmeJ then to be at hand. The nations were pe- 
netrated with the dread of the lafl judgment. An 
horrible fanaticifm was fprcad all over the earth : 
the reign of juftice was proclaimed ; and in order 
to preach repentance and the renunciation of all 
things here below, fomc among thofc fuperftltious 
pagans really imagined to thcmfclves, that the. 
kingdom of their deity was come, although there 
was a multitude of circumftances to powerfully 
evince the contrary* Others imagined to them* 
fclves, that the afTumed deity, who had only juft 
ihcwh himfelf, would foon return to reign a thou* 

M 2 fand 
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world hadg9t a cenfufed mtutiy and bhndid it with their 
abfurditiis. tyhenSt.Patd attempted to f peak of the laji 
judgment before the Areopagus^ and before Felix tbepret^ 
fen of the Romans^ they treated his doHrine withfeom^ 
and tnrned their backs upon him^ AEts of the Apoft. 
ehap. 1 7 and 24. N. B. It had not yet pleafed the 
Otnnipotent to permit their eyes being opened to the 
rajs of truth. 
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fand years upon the earth, there to operate the 
i felicity of the juft, and to malcc them heirs of 

every delicious enjoyment. Hence, no doiibt, was 
fuggefted to Mahomet the idea of his voluptuous 
paradife. 

This laft opinion, (which, not unlike to that 
dreamed of by popi(h fuperftition, was called Mil- 
lenium) being deftroyed by time, and by the event 
(after, however, having produced a-new, in other 
ages of Ignorance, the fame follies*) the apocalyp- 
tic minds grew weary of calculating. The mar\'cl- 
lous reign was* no longer expeAed, and man be- 
come fnore rational, transferred the event to the 
end of time, w^ithout prcfuming to fix it. But 
he was not, for that, lefs the dupe of what had 
palled i and though he has fincc endeavoured to 
raifc, prop up, and plafler in the beft manner he 
could, the ruinous foundation of an abortive fu- 
perftitioni whofe chimeras and extravagancies were 

adopted 

• / bin mean the terr$urs tf the eUventh century^ 
which were lut a fequel ef the antient. It is welt 
known that the fellies then eemmitted were the Jcandal 
of Europe^ and the triumph of the monks^ threugh 
which mifcreantSy pure and unfephtJUcated chrifiianity 
lad greatlj fnffered% 
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adopted In the days of unenlightened antiquity } 
he pcrfcvercd in a ridiculous and myftical idolatry 9- 
which from that time, through his forefathen, had 
been tranfmitted to him : and in this ftate are now 
adlually all not rightly infonned of the true reli* 
gion *• 

This. 



* Thifirjl rumts of popijh fuperftithn haw always 
hccnfo palliattd an I difgulfedy that It was not a f matt 
undertaking tojhewthcm in ttnlr genuine light \ and 
the more foy as its abettors had fupprejjid every thing 
that made againji it \ and that they preferred to tlrrom 
a thick veil* of obfcurity on the fir Jl times^ rather than 
preferve a light tljat could not be advantageous to it* 
However^ the hijlorians that are extant^ andfometo^ 
temporary philofiphictd writings^ may contribute great" 
ly to give fome inftght into thofe times^ by detailed^ but. 
very important^ anecdotes. Tacitus^ Suetoniusy P«r* 
plyriusy Luiian in his Philopatery can give us great 
affiftanci on this head. We mufl alfo examine what' 
was thefpirit ofth perfccutionsy that in the fhrjl ageSy 
fhilofophersy mathematicians^ ajirologersy JewSy and 
ChriJlianSy were made to undergo y and then coUeSl the 
fever al details of the doSirine of tin frjl fathers of the 
churchy rtlating to the end of the worlJy their favou^^ 
rite topicy as is to befcen throughout their worts ; anj^ 
in . their opinionsy compiled in tbefrjl volume of the 

Hjflorical^ 
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This flight (ketch of the great pifture which 
will exhibit to us one day the famous fources 
of fuperflition, is alfo a (ketch of the firft 
human enrours. It was in their time, and then 
too ocrafioned by the difafters of the world, that 
all thofe abfurd o^ inions took pofieifion of the hu- 
man mind) and that they therein produced fuch a 
multitude of monftrous prejudices^ of which it 
lias always been the vi£lim« 

If thefe prejudices appeared to be new in the 
firft age of our vulgar arra, that was through their 
having been, as it were, whelmed for a long fcrics 
of time under the enormous lumber of thofe very 
crrours which they thcmfelves had engendered; 
wherefore a new panic tcrrour, like to the ancient, 
then roufed them up, rc(Vored to fuperfiition her 
former complexion, and brought implicit man back 

ta 



Ifjiorlcal and Pekmtcal Trratift en ike End of the 
Jfirldy and the coming $f Ellas ^ publljhcd at RQttcrdam^ 
1737. ^cr having made thefe rt ft arches we are to 
trjt hy theflnndard of the pldefi phllofoply^ the books 
if the New Teftament^ particularly of the evangflljls 
anithe apoealypfe \ for thereby wi'l be demonflrated^ 
in the teeth of all oppomits^ thdr jufl value \ andnc^ 
ver to H forgotten by the dirljlian worU. 
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to the very point from which be had primitively 
departed^ although he had loft all remembrance 
orit« 
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If any apology wcfe to be made for thole who 
let themfelves be deceived by ridiculous chimeras^ 
it could only be for the fpc&ators of the revolu<« 
tlons of the earth, who were ftunncd and affright* )y 

cd by cataftrophes as terrifying as real 3 whcreasf I 

in the fccond epoch, fupcrilition had no other prm«» 
ciplcs to erc6l her edifice upon, but falfe calcular 
tions, contemptible predictions, which the very 
Aate of nature was repugnant to, and convidei 
of fallacy and impofture. 

Yet It was by this very nature, and by the 
whole univerfe, that man had been formerly fe« 
duccd* How could he refrain, on feeing the trc« 
mendous phenomena of an univerfe deftroyed^ 
from the recalling to his mind thofe dogms, facred 
and rcfpedlable in themfelves ; of which he could 
not indeed difcover the end to which they preciie* 
ly tended, although he could not miduke all tht 
figns and all the approaches thereof. His eyes. an4 
his reafon feemed to give him warning every mo* 
ment, and to juftify his terrour. His wretchednefs 
and mifery being confummate, left him no room for, 
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and the comfort adminiftcrcd by religion appeared 
to him the only anchor of, hope ; he therefore gave 
himfdf up to it without referve; he waited re- 
fignedly for the fatal day ; he prepared himfelf for 
it ; be even defired it, fo deplorable was his con* 
dition upon earth. 

Thk arrival of the grand judge, and the reign 
of the future life, thus became, in the midft of 
all thcfe grievous circumdancesy the only point of 
view towards which man looked with a religious 
and impaflioned avidity, as the term of all his mis- 
fortunes. He had it conftantly prcfcnt in his mind 
while the place of his abode was agitated by vio- 
lence and fermentation ; and thofc dogms had 
taken fuch deep root, that nature, which doubtlcfs 
recovered but by degrees, was at laft entirely rc- 

inftated, while man continued in a ftate of expec-* 
tatjon. 

• Such was the religious difpofition of the hu- 
man mind, when focieties, already multiplied and 
re-united, betook themfclves to give a new turn 
to their civil adminiftration, and to think of clew- 
ing a king. 

• Their 
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Their thoughts being engrofled by heaveit; 
Ihcy forgot, in this critical junAurc, that thcjf 
Were as yet upon the earth ; wherefore, inllead of 
giving to their government a natural cement,' they 
fought after a fupernatural one : and that 'they 
might not lofc fight of the heavenly kingdom, to 
which they inceflantly afpired, they imagined they 
nilglit reprcfent it here below, by acknowledging 
no other monarch but God alone. They muft 
have fancied, that through this fublimc fpcculation 
they Ihould anticipate their pronufed glory and 
happlncfs ; fhould enjoy heaven upon earth : fo be 
before-hand with too flow-paced futurity, which 
religion had fo often painied to them in the moft 
beautiful colours* This fpeculation of theirs vras^ 
however, the fource of all their misfortunes, and 
of all their errours. Mankind, in confcquence of 
its choice, was very willing to apply the principles 
of the reign above to the reign here below, and 
the far greater part of thofe principles turned out 
to be falfe, bccaufc they were mifplaced. This 
government being merely a iiSion, was. under the 
ncceflity of being fupported by a multitude of fup« 
pofitions; and thefe fuppofttions, in proccfs of 
time, were taken for truths & whence refulted a 
c4owd of religious and political prejudices, which 
^ . N plunged 
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plunged primitive religion and polity into a fright-* 
ful ab}'fs. 

It was thus the nations^ after having derived 
from good fenfc and nature, their domeftic, ceco^ 
nomical, and civil laws, fubjcded them all to a 
chimera^ which they entitled the Reign of the 
Deity, but which we have called Theocracy *• 

. I HAVE avoided entering into a detail of all the 
differences to be found in the various fupcrftitious 
opinions of the firft ages, concerning the great 
judge { becaufe fupcrftttion being ever de\'oid of 
uniform prindplcs, there then muft have of courfe 
fpning up different fc£ls, different fyffcms of re- 
ligious worlbip, and there is one which, in my 
lenfe, ought not to be omitted. 

The opinion which we have now exhibited, did 
not relate to the great judge as arrived, but his 
kingdom appeared to be fo near at hand, that in 
Older to become worthy thereof, it was judged, 

that 



* This VDwdfignifiti th fame thJng whethr derived 
fnm iU Hebrew er the Griei^ The Town, the city 
of God. 
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that focicty (hould conduA itfclf bcforcy as if it 
was upon the point of appealing. This manner 
of thinking was not irrational ; and nothing difad* 
vantagcous to the human kind would have thence 
rcfultcd, if people had given into it with referve i 
with a difcrect and moderate zeal ; but there then 
exiftcd another opinion infinitely abfurd and irra* 
tional, whofe confcqucnccs were cruel and fatal t 
to wit, the opinion that the coming and the 
reign of the great Judge were, in reality, arrived* 
This induced people to think that his dcfcent here 
below had been performed in an invifible manner, 
and that the ruin of the world was the evident 
cfFccl, and the manifeft proof thereof. The evili 
which had been felt^ and the great changes which 
had been fccn throughout all nature, were con« 
{Irued to be the a£ls of his vengeful judgments 1 
and as the grcatcft part of the human race then 
pcrifhcd, while but a very fmall number was 
favcd, it was natural for thofc who gave into the 
opinions, to conclude, that all thofe whom th« 
great Judge had exterminated, were found unwor* 
thy of dwelling upon the earth which he had re* 
ncwcd : and that thofe who had the good fortune 
to furvive his focmidaUe judgments, were the 
ele<5l, the juft, who had found grace in hii eyes. 
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In confcqucnce oF fuch falfe ideas an abfiird 
t application was made of all the dogms. I'he 

renovated world was confounded with the future 
life^ that is earth with heaven. People imagined 
themfelves entered into the age of felicity, and 
complaifantly looked upon themfelves as that fpe- 
cial portion of chofen creatures to whom the land 
of the juft was promifed and given ; and over 
whom afterwards the Deity alone was to reign 
and prcfide. 

Although the foUon^crs of this fyflcm agreed 
In fome points with the adherents to the preced- 
ing opinion they formed a particular fpccies of 
men who believed themfelves to be nearer to the 
Divinity than any other mortals, and were always 
fludious to diflinguifh themfelves by a more than 
human, or a more myfiical manner of living : 
wherein will one day be traced the primitive erigin 
of religious orders known among the Salieans, 
Pagans and Jews, long before chriftianity, which^ 
from imitating, was dcbafcd by them. But fuch 
a refearch now would make us ftray too far from 
our fubjed. I ihall only take notice that the 
opinions of thi^ fe£l have been the oeconomical 
and political bafis of many very ancient nations^ 
who conduced themfelves lels as a civil, than 

a& 






SECTION VIIL 

Tlje xememhrance of thtantlent ThocradetU fwall 
id up bf time i the fables 9nly preferve any tracci 
tljereof 

IN order to fix in antiquity that Theocratic 
government, to which all the firft focieties 
fubn\ittccl themfclves, it would be an acl of diffi- 
mutation not to confcfs, that hiflory failcth us m 
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as religious focicty ; which rendered thefc nations 
the fcour^e of all others. For, as they confound« 
' cd the world renewed, with the reign of the fu« 

I ture life promifed to the juft, they were filled with ; 

a fpirit of conqucft, and inftigatcd by a turbu* 
lent and ambitious hope of being poilcficd one 
day of the univcrfal monarchy by right of inhc«. 
ritance. It was confcquent to this fatal miftakc 
that the Hebrews exterminated the Canaanites^ 
to become maftcrs of their country, as of a land 
proniifcd by the Deity of their anceftors. Up to 
the fame fuurce will be traced all thofc pretended . 
oracles, all thofe obfcure promifcs of the gods, . 
under whofe fanAion the Romans, fraught with 
intrepidity and confidence continued their mardi 
firmly and afiuredly to the empire of the world. 
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this point ; that flic neither now can, nor ever 
will be able to furnifli us with dirc£l proor5, and 

I much Icfs with examples. The times wherein 

Theocracies flourifhed upon earth are fo far back 
removed into the obfciire gloom of the firft ages, 
that we can difcover but a very weak remembrance 
even in remotcd antiquity. The monarchs and doc- 
tors being men, were intereded in extinguiihing it 
entirely ; fo that the weak veftiges which.renuined 
were afterwards fwallowed by fables, and con- 
founded with a heap of obfcurc allegories, and 
ridiculous traditions ; of which hiflory always 
icorned to take any notice ; and they are now 

. . confined to the province of mythology through 

which they have been tranfmittcd to us* 



I am, therefore, reduced to rcfcarch for the. 
traces and rcfiduary imprcflions of primitive Theo- 
cracy in thcfc darkfome paths : which will be but 
f>f little avail to authenticate thefe rcfcarchcs in 
the eyes of the far greater number, who cither 
contemn the mythological times, or do not know 
them. They will pleafe but a very fmall number of 
fuperiour minds, whofe fagacity, fcconded by 
knowledge. Is alone capable to fcize the whole of 
all the human errours; to difccrn the proof of an 
biiloiical fact, before unknown, in the credit 

given 
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given to an univerTal errour ; and then to rctro^ 
grade from the errour to the truth* or to the event 
from which it took its rife, by a judicious combina-* 

■ 

tion of all the difTercnt afpe& of the faid errour* ( 

• i 

r 

This term of univerfality and uniformity af-« ) I 

foiled by certain opinions in ail times, and in [ 

all climates, fcems to difdofe, to a rational k 

mind, a folid, a ccitain principle, and not the ca-*' \ 

prlcious and abfurd cffcS$ of the imagination of 
the poets, and other writers of antiquity ; pur* 
pofely calculated in fovour of the fub]c£l, which 
is here treated : and is to be found in theconftant 
traditions of the moft ancient nations of the 
world, when they mention the reign of the gods | 

upon thv^ earth ; which preceded the reign of the ' 

demigods, and that of kings, whereof they have { ; 

almoft dift'inguiOied the three fucceflive epochs. \ 

Without citing here the Egyptians, Phenicians, | 

the Chaldeans, the Greeks, and the inhabitanu of 
ancient Italy, whofe mythological Theocracies 
have difgufted all our chronologifts, the Indians, 
the Japanefc, and even the very Americans, have 
all prcferved the remembrance of a time when their 
country had been honoured by the prefence of 
the gods, who were dcfcended upon earth to fix 
the bappinefs of mortals, to civilize and give 

Uwa 



4 



> ' 



i 



96 The origin of DESPOTISxM. 

laws to them. Tiic fabulous duration of tbofe pc« 
riods is almoft ever regulated by the grand pe« 
riods, and aftronomical numbers. The parttcu-* 
lar motives for fuch dcfccnts, as given by all the 
nations, are the mifcry and calamities the world 
groaned under. One came, according to the In- 
dians, to fupport^ the (haken earth that was ftnk* 
ing under the waters ; another, came to aflid the 
fun againil the. great dragon that warred againft 
him; a tliiid dcfcended to combat the monftcrs 
and giants that fpread havoc among the human 
race; and a fourth^to exterminate the perverted 
nations. 

, • 

I will not quote all the wars and vi£lories of 
the g<?ds^ or of tlie Greeks, or of the Egyptians 
over the Pythons, the Typhons, the I'itansi and 
the giants ; they are too generally known, as well 
as this fail : that to celebrate the remembrance of 
them was the objeA of all the grand fefiivals in 
the pagan world. 

Let us now turn our eyes to what cltmdte we 
plcafe, we there fiiall find this extraordinary tra*^ 

dition 
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tlitioa of a Theocratic age, and we may obferve^ . | 

that independently of the uniformity of prejudices • ^ i 

that make linown any event whatfoever, this ,1 

fmf ular one is therein marked out as to have been , \ 

very near the firft revolutions of nature, inafmuch , 

as the reign of the r;ods is therein ornamented > 

and replete with all the literal and allegorical anec<^ 
dotes of the ruin and the re-eftablifliment of the K 

World. It would be labour in vain, and even a 
folly to pretend to enter into a detail to juftify all 
the fables that have any affinity with thefc won- 
derful reigns^ Or to contend feriouAy, or to hunt 
ilftcr authorities to fupport the long duration given 
by the nations to the empire of their gods. Let 
us be contented for the prefent with the ftriking 
whole that thence refults, and from its afpeA 
alone form a judgment of the piAure in general* 
For although thcfe annals be fabulous, as to tha 
point of duration, the fa£ts, or wrong applica- 
tion of fads, they cannot be falfe in the main ; 
becaufc they treat not of an imaginary age, that 
ought to be retrenched from the hiftory of the 
world, as hath hitherto been done ; but of a real 
dge, and of a real ftatc, which may be very well 
made to fquare with the antient ftate of mankind, 
according as we have difcovered and traced out 
\t$ progrefs. 

O Ths 
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The Hebrews feem to (hew us, in a more di- 
ftin£l manner, a true hiftorical epoch, and a mc<* 
moraUe example of the anttent Theocracies 1 of 
Wbofe authority I might here avail myfelf, without 
the neccffity of plunging into the gloom of fa- 
bulous ages : but notwitbftanding the refpe£l we 
have for the very antique annals of this people, 
in philofophical difquifitions of the kind, they are 
not to be held in a different light from thofe of 
other nations. 

Jofua, Deborah, Barak, Gcdcon, Jair, Jephtc^ 
Booz, Abedon, Samfon, Ruth, Nocmi, with all 
the heroes and heroines of the Jcwifli Theocra- 
cies, have been known among the nations, as 
their Sun, their Ofiris, their Apollo, their Mer- 
cury, their Ceres, their Cybclc^ and their Profer- 
pine, &c« 

All vcfiigcs of truth to be found in the Jewifh 
annals, or in the mythology of the pagans, are 
derived from the fame fource, the hiftory of na- 
ture^ however it has been abufed *• As the fol- 

lowing 
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lowing a juft medium In all things, is the furo \ 

way not to err, let us neither dcfpife the pagan ! ^ 

Theocracies, wherein truth is concealed from us* . '• t 

nor let \iif on the other hand» have an undifcrimi* 
nating confidence in the JewiOi Theocracy, when 

we meet any thing marveloufly tinAured, and 

_ * 

a-kin to the fables of other nations. This, how- 
ever, is to be obferveJ to the advantage of th< 
Jewilh annals, that they have more the true com<« r 

O a plcxion I 

: I 

by ftvcrnl of the fathers of the churchy ($mmeniat9rs^ | 

and interpreters \ hut they have all mifunderft^od $r \ 

palliated the erijin and fiuree thereof Their tn»Jl 
generaUy adopted fxftem was t$ trace the pagan gods in 
the ahttfe which they afferted had been made by all the 
nations^ of the books of Mofes^ and of the bijiory of • 

Jttdea. lyhatever was the motive of theft writer$ 
forfo doings they could not help being touched with 
the firiking affinity ohfervable letwem facred antiquity 
and the profane* ff^e flyall not quote here the fentimenti 
of froeral learned men in oppcfttion to the fyflem of tho 
fathers \ the maintaining of which throughout was not 
exempt from difficulties ; wl)ich difficulties^ however^ 
about fo antient a problem might be philofophically eom^ 
promifed in reafoning thsu. If the origin of the gods 
find heroes of paganifm eon bo derived from no other 
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picxion of hiftory, their h£h being better con-* 
netted, and drawing nearer to us ; but like to 
others, they myftically contain one antient truth 
for the bafts of all, as, with a little attention, is 
difcernible throughout* 

By thus refuting ^e moft direA and moft hifto* 
rical proof that feems to prefcnt itfclf in behalf 
of the futgcd which I treat, in order to bring it 
back to the clafs of thofp anticipating fcntimcnts, 
which are excited by an uniform difplay of tho 
.mythology of all nations, it is not meant that 

our 
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fourci but iki alufe of the lAJlary of nature^ and of 
the attcgorieal and fymholical figure^ of remote untlqui'* 
tjf as bath been clearly demon/hated by the author of 
the Hiftory of Heaven ; then^ ^g'*fng « Porif a 
profane difputant would fay to a true beliiver^ From 
what other fource ean you make the patriarchs and 
heroes^ among the Hebrews^ defend^ who wearfi 
Jlrong a refemblante /<?, and lurvt^ fo clofe an affnity 
with thtfe imagir,ary goJs^ that the analogy hath aU 
IL'oys been allowed by Jews and Chriftians. It is not 
unnatural to eoncludc^ that two bijlories^ or two fable Sy 
that art aliie^ have one common orij^in ; and this is 
the general confcqucna drawn by Air. Pluche^ in-. 
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j i 

our rcfcarchct (hould be confined here, but that | 

a juft value (hould be fet upon this fund of Hc« .* * 

brew traditions, whence every advantage derivable 

can be attained, by confidcring them in the com* 

mon point of light, by which means only they 

can be made to coincide on the general focus ^ 

whcrcfrom, through the concourfe of all fabulous 

annals, a light truly hiftorical may be rcfiefied ^ 

a light which cannot be obtained from them when 

feparatcly conddcred, and as I may fay, rendered 

divergent, by a national fpirit, and prejudices im* 

bibed* 

I (hall not here undertake the immehfc labour 

that would be requiftte to compile for the Hebrews 

an 

. ■ I 

JluenceJi by a vtry extraordinary prejudice ; Lecaufi bi 

has mt profited of tin luminous ray. ** Pagamjm^ 

fays be J did mt fpring from Judaifm^ nor Judcifm 

from Paganifm : they are both indebted for what they 

have in common^ to one eommon and only origin.** Had 

this author^ Air. Plucbej been endowed with geniut 

equal to the learning and knowledge difplayed through^ 

cut his wori^ the Hiftory of Heaven would have 

been a great perfortaance \ but tl>ere prevails tirf 

the whole fuch a blind and perfevering prejudice and 

fuch a narrownefs of mind^ tljot one would be induced 

to douht^ whetlyer he has dra%vn from his own beat the 

ixcellcnt materials of which he lias ma^le fo bad 4i ufe. 
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an Hiftory of Hcivcn, fuch as Mr. Phichc hzi 
done for t!ie Egyptians ; but there is another and 
not Icfs €c;ifKlcr;.'bic fund,' wherein v.t may invcf- 
tigatc the antient theocratic goverrtrcnt, to v/it, 
the religious and political works nfniiior.:, which^ 
notwithdcnding the corrupticn and dafguifing of 
their primitive motives, may mutually fcrve as a 
flambeau for each other, and fo difiipate a great 
part of the darknefs which the hiftorics of the fifk 
•gcs of the world labour under. 

Let us prcvioufly examine what mufl have been 
thcufagcs and cuftoms of our anceftors during 
their theocracy ; and if we fliall afterwards find 
thofe ver}' ufagcs, or the abufes which may have 
been made thereof among the nations, it will be 
m certain proof, that originally they were not ig-^ 
norant of their real fourcei* 
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S E C T I O N IX. 

jr/jat have been tlie theocratic ufagei f Thrfe vfaget 
. ani the abufes Jfrungfr%m their being tnrupted^ 
are Jifcoverable in all nations* 

TH E theocratic ftate having been adopted and 
efteemed by mankind, as a civil and a poli<* 
tical ftatc, one of their firft cares was to provide^ 
among thcmfclves, a rcprefentation of the houfe 
of the monarch deity, and in that houfc to make 
choice of a particular part for his refuiencef and 
to diftinguifh it with his throne being placed there 1 
where, doubtlcfs, they aflcnibled to pay their ho« 
mage to, as well as to receive orders and a(k fa« 
vours from, him : in fine, it was there they ofiec- 
ed up their vows and prayers. 

These inAitutions were, at (irfl, no more than 
allegorically ceremonial, but, in procefs of time^ 
were taken in the literal fcnfe ; all the civil ufages 
became religious ones. It was held a duty to 
have recourfe to God in all public and particular 
afFairs. Religion cngrofled polity, of which (ha 
erc£tcd hcrfelf the fovereign arbitrefs, and in pro-, 
portion as (he extended her temporal rights, flw 

became 
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t 

became corrupt and of quite another nature. The 
houfc of thcmonarch*dcity, ?rid his throne, were 
by little and little perverted into her temple and 
her ran£hiary. Mankind imagining that the Cm'*^ 
preme Being was fonder of this place than any 
othert was foon perfuadcd that he actually refided 
th'wre* Their ideas about the Divinity grew nar- 
rower every day ; inftead of confidering temples 
as places of aflVmbling to offer up public prayers, 
and deferving of every refpctSl on account of itti 
true and only delHnation, they fought their fove- 
reign, whom they believed to be an inmate there ; 
^ and as they could not approach him, they foon 

rredcd a reprefcntative there and adured it. 



Thk fupremc Being, then conlidcrcd as the 
ling of focict}*, the iniignia of authority, and 
the fceptre of empire, could not be put into the 
hands of any particular, and were therefore depo- 
iited in the houfe, and on the throne of the celcf- 
tial monarch, to wit| in the temple, and in the 
moft rcfpectablc part of it, called the fan£luary. 
The fceptre and the other infignia of the royal 
authority, were, in the lirft age, no more than a 
ftaflr and branches;, the temples were cots, and the 
ian£luary a baflcet or a coffer, as we learn from all 
antiquitv. 

Is 



The origin or DESPOTISM, id^ • [ 

In the commemorative fcflivals of the early ftate | 

of mankind, which the Japanefc ♦ yet keep up, , ^ ' 

they reprefcnt on the fcenc all the rufiic ap- 
pendages of primitive authority; they explain 
thereby to us particidar folcmnities and particular 
my ftcries known among the £g}'ptians and Greeks } 
amonz whom the fame emblems are difcoverablei 
Every body knows the hidory of Aaron's rod *, it 
comes from the fame origin ; being dcpofttcd in 
the fan£luary and in the ark, it was primitive* 
ly the fccptrc of the monarch deity ; but, in pro- 
cefi of time, became among the Hebrews the dif* 
tingui(hing mark of the fupreme magiftracy inth# 
family of Levi ; hecaufe, in the theocratic govern- 
ment, the priefts had been its natural officers and 
miniilers, they foon erc£lcd themfelves into rights 
ful fovcrcigns, as (hall be fcen in the fequcK I 

Akcirkt hidory has prefervcd another anec- 
dote that confirms what I have declared relative 
to the ufages, and the progrefs of the abufes which 
followed ; the informeth us, that the firft templet 
contrived hy men to fuperfede cottages, and even 
caverns^ which before had ferved in their flead, 
were for a long time but fimplc endofures, where- 
in no reprefentatives of the divinity were enclofcd, 
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although they were crowd^^d with them in the fol* 
lowing ages* 

It being judged improper^ that the code of ci«. 
vil and religious laws OiouKl be entruflcd to the 
hands of any particular niagiilrate, it was dcpo- 
fitcd in the fan£luary, and to that facrcd place rc- 
courfe was to have been bad to be informed of the 

* 

laws, and to learn onc*s dgty. Of this ufage we 
have innumerable inftanccs. both in Hebrew and 
Pagan antiquity. Every temple had a bafkct, a 
coiFer, and an ark, where the facrcd ratifica* 
tions of authority and Icgiflation were depofitcd 
with a religious veneration ; which dwindled among 
moft of the nations, into fo deplorable a fuperfli- 
tion, that things were come to that dire extreme, 
by confounding the laws with the h-giflative dcity^ 
people no longer dared to look on thofe inflrufiive 
infignia of power, without the fear of death and 
the dread of being axterminatcd. 

• 

In the feftivals among the pagans, caltcd, the 
logiflative feftivals, fuch as the P<7//7/>,;and the 
TUfmophoriay the principal obje£t of the ceremo- 
nial was become a tremendous fecr.'t, and the 
])eop1e were not at all to be let into the arcana of 
the myftcrious duties they were boundcn to ob- 

Jti-ve. , . ' 
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* The taping thefe myJtcrUs afecrit was hyfi much 
the mori criminal^ as they had no other cbjeH in 
view but the welfare of mankind. ** Thofe ad^ 
tnitted to thefe initiations (faid Socrates) are cl^eareJ 
with ple/ijing hopes for the hour of their deaths and 
for eternity.'* •• T/jcfe initiations have been inflituted 
(fays Epi£Ictus) to reflate the life of man^ and free 
it from all difirders** ** All that is to be learned 
therein (fays Cicero) are no more than the truths necef^ 
fary for the regtdation of our condu^ here below.** 
** By myflcries (fays Ijo in another place) wi hav€ 

been 
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The moft concealed part of the fcftivals of 
Iris, of Cercs, and of Cybcjc^ in the myfterlcs 
praJ^ifcd by the Smaothracians, aiid among the 
Ktrjfci, had primitively no.:bther pbjed'in view 
but to teach mankind how to live well, in order 
to come to an happy e^d \ but to inAruA t^cm 
concerning the order and the fubjc^t cf the fcilivals^ 
AS well as to animate them to labour and induftry* ^ 

But from that time the code of fuch ufcful pre- 
cepts was dcpofited in the fan£tuary, there to be 
rcferved for a fmall number of the initiated, who 
after a long probation, were made to promife by 
moft tremendous oaths that they would never re- 
veal aiiy part of them to the vulgar*; h true It 

Pi is. 



) 
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isy that the pricfthood^ inftitutcd for condudin 
man in the right path, hath in all times dreaded 
left he (hould come to a knowledge of it, and 
walk faithfully therein. 

From the time that the fpirit of Theocracy 
found it abfolutcly expedient that the de|X)rit ct* 
laws, prefcrved in the faiiduary, (hould appear 
to have emaned from the Deity, and that it (hould 
be* believed he was the Idgiflator as he was the 
monarch of mankind ; it became gradually ncccf- 

fary 



bten taught tin means of fuhfjUng \ and the frccepts 
therein conveyed wrre inJIUuud to teach mankind to 
live tn peace J and with moderation to one another^ and 
to die in tin hope (f a Letter futurity.*^ It is obvious 
to conclude^ from thefe important truths prefei'ved as 
myfteries of paganifm^ that paganifm would never have 
exifled but through the fricjlsj who^ in theocratic 
timesy ajfumed to them/elves the defpojite both of the po- 
lity and of religion ; injlead of fubje£ling themfclves 
to the public polity ; on the contrary ^ they looted on their 
importtifii depofne as their own property, with whic/j^ 
however y they had only been intrufled. IVe hence may 
deduce thisjnjl remark, that it was then with idolatry 
as it is with the religious fyjl^ms now^a-days : the ;//^- 
ralpart is'gosdj but the bt/lorical execrable * 



I 
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fary to have rccourfc to fallacy and impofturt, in 

order to imagine a manner by which thofc lawa 

had been conveyed upon earth. To that end it /♦ J 

was ncccllary to fuppofe marvellous and fupernatut 

f al revelations, and to make them be brought down 

from the heavens. It. was alfo neccfiary to fuppofa 

their having been pronounced, and even written 

by the Deity, or by the gods and goddeflcs. It . |^ 

was ncceflary too to trace their origin on flaming 

mountains, in uninhabited dc(arts, in gloomy ca<* 

verns and lonefomc forefts. Thcfe very laws tha 

while, were engraved on the heart of man, and 

the public fenfe of primitive focicty was its only 

fouix:c and genuine organ. 

« 
By fuch horrid lies mankind was robbed of the 
honour of thofe laws fo beautiful, fo fimpic, and r' 

whofc inftitution took p!ace at the renovation of 
focicty. Thus was the vigour and the dignity 
of man^s reafon weakened, by making him erro- 
ncoufly to believe it incapable of conducing him ; 
although it is the fpecial privilege, the chief ob- 
JC4SI of that fublime, and almoft divine gift con- 
ferred by the Omnipotent on man alone in this 
world. 



The 
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tto The Origin of DESPOTISiVT; 

The fuppofcd ncceility cf mantfcftatlons from 
tbove to teach men their duty, is an antient 
fyftem that has often proved fatal^ by producing 
the grcateft evils in focicty; the difcrcdit into 
which they made human rcafon fall among the 
greateil part of mankind, renders the evils caufed 
by m}rftic legislators, almoft irreparable *• 

If impofturc has always had recourfe to invcfti- 
gate the origin of laws in defarts, the reafon is 
apparent, that (he might lie with more intrepidity^ 
and lefs hazard of being refuted, A conduct fo 
open to fufpicion, was, however, the Icfs doubted 
of then, as it coincided with fome other preju- 
dices which had alfo derived their fource from the 
antient impreffions caufed by the difafters of the 

world. 



«» 



* The crjy mean$ to repair the evils produced by 
fuch a do^rine (m often as cenfurahle !) and to render 
men as wife and happy as their eondition here hekiO 
will aUnv^ is to infpire them with a love^ an efiee^n 
and refpell for their reafon^ and to make thefe three 
fentinUnts the bafts of all education. . ^y fuch a vjethod 
the face df the world tnay or.e day be cl*anged : dni ihe 
confequences derivable from this love^ this efleeniy and 
tbis.refptHy compofv tl>e true code of man^s cenduif^ 
bis mof'als^ his teligiofr^ and pUlofophyk 



?. 
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I 

vrorlil. As thefe difaftcrs were afcribed to thf f 

llcfcent and prcfciice of the great judge, lb it wat * I 

afterwards believed, that this great judge was fa ^ 

tremendous and formidable, that he could not be 
manifefted without the dcAru£lion of the world* 
Confequent to this opinion he was ever after 
made to dcfcend behind a veil, amidft obfcure and 
gloomy clouds in remote defarts, although th« 
inotive which they feigned for his coming down^ 
V^as to give laws, and do good to the human race^ 

From this caufc in the days of fallacy is de« 
rived the du£lile imbecility of mankind* Hence 
was alfo fprung another opinion, not only of pa- 
gan, but even of Jewifh antiquity ; that the con« 
fequence of feeing God was death* The dngm 
of the apparition of the great judge, as well as 
that of the end of the world, being both infepa* i 

rably conncAcd y man was under a neceflity of be- 
lieving his ruin certain, and imminent, when, in 
imagination, he had feen this formidable being. 



A s the monarch-deity could not give his man* 
dates to fociety in a direA manner, a neceflity a- 
rofc of inventing means to come at the knowledge 
of his will and pleafure } wherefore Theocratlfts, 
by an abfuid convention, eilablifbcd figns upoii 

eartk 
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txnh and in heaven which were to be revered a^ 
the interpreters of the invifiUe fovcreign. The 
Hebrews, for example, ufed to go and confult the 
Urim and the Tummim, which were twelve pre- 
cious ftones, called Sights and Pcrfe£lions, bccau fc 
<hey imagined that the different rays which fhonc 
from them declared the will of the Supreme. The 
Egyptians had an oracle to the like purpofe *, 
which they called Truth. There was one in every 
nation. Then burd upon the world a crowd of 
prctendcdiy infpircd folks ; of conjurers, fortune- 
tellers (bcfides the prophets, the truly infpircd) ; 
there alfo appeared footh-faycrs, diviners, and a 
multitude of revelation-mongers of every fort, to 
miflcad mankind. Wherefore, as in matters of 
polity, fo in articles of religion, man ccafcd td 
confult his reafon. He imagined a fpccial order, or 
particular advice from heaven, ncccflary for the rule 
of his conduct, enterprises, and every tranfaflion of 
life ; and as the pricfh had adiimcd to thcmfelves 
the oflicc of intermediate organs between heaven 
and earth, all the nations dwindled into their 
fiaves, their viclims and their dupes. 

Not- 



* £//«/ff, fiorrdf and Diotlerus^ ff£ak of tin 
tracks 
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NoTWiTKSTANDiNo all tbc cfForttiof impof* • [ 

turc to difguifc the true origin of laws^ th6 beihg . [ 

hcrfclf liable, on account of her natural ignorance^ '\ | 

to follow the received prejudices at' the very time 
(he was inventing new ones ; (he was not able to 
entirely efface with her fables, the remaining ycf<- 



tiges of anticnt truth. 



• K 



We have obfervcJ, that both the fubjc^l and 
the objcA of the firft laws, and of the firft opi- 
nions, fincc the renovation of the world, were to 
repair the evils fufFcrcd by mankind, to provide 
for its fubfiftance, and contribute to the multipli* 
cation of what had furvivcd the general wreck ^ 
to encourage inventions and inventors, and to 
ftamp upon the heart of man the fcnfations of gra- 
titude, of fear, by frequently painting a-new to 
him the priftine phenomena of the dc(lru£lion of 
the world. Might not a code of the laws, iiifti- 
tuted conformable to thcfc views, be called the 
Code of the World favcd \ and might not this, 
perhaps, be the title that is fccreted from us by 
the title of the Mofaic Code, which the Hebrew 
laws bear i Such a title, in the Egyptian language, 
Egypt being a flat and maritime country, muft i 

have fignified, the Code of the Earth faved from 
the Waters ; oi^ of the Earth faved from the 

Q. Waters: 



I 
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Waters : at the code of the laws of Zoroaftcri 
called S^nda-Velb) might have fignificd in Pcrfia, 
and in the mountains of Upper Afia, the Code of 
the Land faved from Fire, A crowd of authori- 
ties, that it would be tedious for me here to enu- 
merate, but which arc to be found, even in the 
Hebrew writings, in their fcflivals, their ufagcsy 

and all their traditions, make mc enforce thcfc fur- 

< 

mizes into an abfolutc certainty *« 

It 



• By means of the particular refearchts which 1 
have made (cmernUig the new folemnities of the He* 
ifrewSf and by comparing them with certain fjlivals 
'rf Jihens^ Syria^ and other nations having an affinity 
with the deluges of Ogyges^ Deucalion^ ani.Prome'^ 
iheus^ it can h evidently demonjlratcd^ that Eajier, 
Pentecoft^ the fejltval of the tabernacles^ and other 
commemorations toot their rife from the miferies of 
maftkind^ deftroyed and renovated \ therefore^ the 
origin here afcribed to the Mofaic code can be afferted 
ij be more than afurmixe ; which difcovery is thefo- 
lotion of all the accounts given by travellers of their 
having found ahnofi in eVery country Mofaic inflitn- 
tions. h is not hereby miant that tin laws of Mofes 
had. ever reached to fo many places ; but that the ufagcs 
mnd thi etifloms of the Hebrews are^for the moji party 
eonummorations of thi ancient- difq/lers of the worlds 

tvhich 
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It is from the epithet Molcan or MoTaic, which i^ 

had been given to the laws, to the ufaget, and to 
the hymns of ancient Egypt } and from the epU 
thct Zcrduft or Zend, which had been given to 
the inftitutes of Upper A(ta, that have been fabri* 
catcd the Mufes or Mufci * : the Mofefes, the 

Q. 2 Zoroafters 



which have bitn general and untverfal^ and modi 
every where the fame imprejfton $n tlx human ndnd. 



* Mr, Pluche^ although he has acknowledzed ihi 
tri:rln eif the MufeSy cr Mnfei^ tvafwely JlrUs 9ver 
Alofts. The like may be faid $f Menei^ Min$%^ 
and Numa^ whj from their names fi^nifying Utrifld'' 
tion^ have been Jiyled legiflative kings. Hence olf^ 
are derive.i /'y hymns $f Orpheus^ f^^l^g the enemy 
cf the world " thrown upon his bad,** A great 
poet was made by perfonifying the chara^erijlie epithet 
of f aid hymns. The Canticles of Jpolle^ the viSIO" 
rious gody and great mufician ; the pfalms of king 
Davily the great finger ^ and tl/e only conqueror the 
jfews ever hady ought both the one and the other t0- 
have the fame origin, Apollo fignifiks the deftroyer^ the 
conqueror of the enemy ^ becaufe be had eomhatied with 
theferpent Pytho^ a monfter fprungfrom the deluge ; his 
canticles celebrated the vihory be had obtained ever 
him, David is radically derived from Aved^ Avadden^ 
and Aveddachy lofty drjlru^ieny and truly fignifies tJjo 

Ex. 
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Zor'o3^ers, which were at firft but titles of legifla- 
tioti) i^it aOcnrards were metamorphofed, eith<;r 
into poci5 v.li'^^ 1)A'I (^\i\i^ as is reported, the ori- 
gin of the world; cr into legiflators, fome of 
whom had been faved from water, others from 
iire* 

The whole plan of the national hlftory of the 
Hebrews^ aimed conftantly moves upon the dark 
traces of the natural hiftory of the world : it was 
after infinite harcifliips and fufferings, that they 
received their laws upon mount Sinai, in the 
midft of nature all convulfed« 

Egypt, that land cf angutfli, wherein they had 
(o long dwelt, was almofl entirely exterminated 

by 

A ■ ,^^ ^ __ _ . ^ 

Exttrminater. Tlie ffams rcfound with ihe tnd of 
the worU^ and the comwg of the great jiidgi^ Their 
title Htfjft eommonlj implies ^^ for the end\^ an expref^ 
Jion which Ihis keen but little undajiood hither tOy as 
wed as many other ohfcure faffages in the pfalms^ thnt^ 
koweverf will all vanijhj the moment we wean our 
thoughts from David^ or tin Mejfuh^ to fuhjlitute in 
their ftead an allegoneal and commemorative pcrfenage^ 
iommemorative of infiruSfion^ concerning what was 
fetfty at well as what was to come. Such among the 
fhenicians zvas the accth and r^furrafion of Adonis^ 



I 
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hy fire, by water, by darknefs, by peftilence, by 

famine, and every apocalyptic fcourgc« Thcfc 

very Hebrews, before they had penetrated into the t 

wretched country which they called their promifed [ 

land, had fufTcred in the Dcfart during forty years, 

fuch exccfllve mifery, that a new gcnemtion fuc- 

ceeded, and that all thofc who had fcen their for- j 

mer habitation, did not inherit the new one. They [ 

were continually deflroycd in a favage and arid 

land, cither by fire, or fwallowed up in giilphs, or 

afljultcd by giants, or dragons, or aiSicl^l with 

hunger and third. They were ever w;uidering» 

and pouring forth inceflluit complaints and groans, 

occafioned by their new plagues and new calami* 

tics. 

Pray, is not this the veritable piAure of the 
diftrcflcd and anticnt (late of mankind, of the 
tranfition from the antient world to the new, 
which it is ver}» apparent the Hebrews laid hold 
on to appropriate it to themfclvcs, in order to 
make prrticular anecdotes thereof to embcllifh 
their own marvellous hiftory, 

I fhall no longer purfue this intercAing fubje^t, 
but reft fatisfied in making this farther remark* 
that the hiftory of their mlferics, and of their fa- 
mous 
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mous pailage into the land of Promife immediately 

precedes their hiftorical account of Theocracy , 

amongft them; as the ancient difafters of the 

world had preceded the Theocracies, which werp 

coafequcnt to them. 

We have now hitherto fccn, in part, what 
lia».'c been the moral and hiflorical errours with 
which theocratic focictics were infcficd, by giv- 
ing up the clepofit of the lav/s, and of authority, 
to the pric''-. as cflicers of the faR(5l»!nrv, and 
miniftcrs of the fovcrcif n nrcat j::r:r. / .»;j er- 
rours to the ful! as abfurd and dcnlo-a'n'.c \\.\\l been 
derived from the tributes, which the people 
thought it a duty to pay them. It is very pro- 
bable, that in the infancy of focicty, no other 
impofts, or tributes, were paid to the fuprcmc 
Being, except the fiift fruits of the earth, which , 

tfaev received from his beneficent hand j and that ' 

■ 

U\d h*^mngc was rather an cxteriour aft of grati- 
tude than a real tribute, which is not wanted by \ 
the fuprcme Difpofer of things. But matters 
were quite altered, when, from an univcrfal Be- ,, 
ing, he was contracted into the particular fove- 
Tcign over each affociated body. Then (as we V 
have already faid) a houfe, a throne, officers, mi- , 
- • niucrt 
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niflcrs, aiiil^ in fine, a revenue fuiCcicnt for their 
fupport were deemed ncceflary* 



^ Then it was that people carried to the temjJtf 
the tythc of their goods, of the aop of their lands, 
and of their flocks. From a conviction of their 
holding every thing from the goodncfs of their 
Divine madcr, a judmcnt may eafily be formed 
of the 2ca1 with which every one haflcncd to K 

offer up all that could contribute to heighten the | 

ftatc and magnificence of his monarch ; nay, it 
rofc to fuch a degree, as to irniM;! over-zealots to 
offer up thcmfclves, their family, and their chil- 
dren. They thought they might, without any 
didionour, profcfs themfelves tlie (laves of that 
power by whom we were all created free ; and 
thereby man degraded himfelf into the fubjeA, 
and the flave of nn hypocritical pricfthood ; but not 
of the deity, Thefe gt^eedy minifters devoured . 
alone whatever gifts were brought to the temple^ 
and devoutly (bared among themfelves the vifible 
tythcs paid to the iiivifible fovereign. Through 
pretext of the kingdom of heaven, they erc£lcd 
themfelves into the rulers of the kingdom of th^ 
earth I and their avarice being in proportion to 
the fimplicity of the people, new ilratagems were 
daily Uid to cnfnare their pious generofity. 

For 
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For the fake of form and decency, the pricfls 
took care to cxpofc before the fanAuary the gifts 
of the people ; to flaughtcr before the monarch- 
deity the animals that were oficrcd up to himy to 
make an eftufion of their blood in his prcfence^ 
and to roaft and burn a part for his honour and 
intention. Although this ridiculous and barba-^ 
rous ufagc deprived the priefthood but of a fmall 
portion of their prey» it rendered that order of 
men familiarly acquainted with blood : hence they 
became mcrcilefs butchers, and the temples were 
debafcd into flaughtcr-houfesi where the human 
blood, in a thoufand diflferent places upon earthy 
was, in procefs of time, preferred to that of ani- 
mals, and continued ilrcamin^ through many 
ages. 

It U doubtlcfs unncccflary lu*re to make any 
application of thcfc ufages to thofc of Paganifm 
and Judatfm, in otder to dilcovcr therein the ori- 
gin of thcfe facrifices, perpetually offered in the 
temple*, with fuch an cxpcnce and fuch a profu- 
fion, as one would think muft have produced the 
extermination of their flocks. The firft intent 
was, that the table of the theocratic King fliould 
be plentifully ferved. Hence the priefts of Bel per- 
(uaucd the people, that their god really eat up all 

the 



t 



§ 



The origin of DESPOTISM, xii 

.the vi<Stims that were oiFered to him. The Greeks 

anU .RomanS) in times of any public calamitjTt 

ufcd tn the like manner to afTemble their gods a^ \ 

round a tablc^ on which the moft exquifite viands 

were fcrvcd. Thus we feC) that this ufage^ which 

had been at futt but a figurative ceremonial to 

maintain, in every point, the exteriour of the fu* 

pcrnatural government, arrogated to thcmfelvcs by 

the pricfthood, .was literally underftood, and the 

Divinity being thus treated like a mortal beings 

was at laft forgot, and mankind became idola* 

trous. 






The nations which gave Into this abfurdity (and 
indeed all did) prcferved, however, a remembrance 
of the primitive times, when temples were inno* « 

cent of biood-fticd, and where no other offering 
was prcfcntcd to the Almighty, but a tribute of the 
ii(^ fruits of the earth, and of their poflei&ons ; \ 

which proves, that bloody facrificcs were, as I I 

have obfcrvcd, but one of the ridiculous abufet { 

crept in by degrees. Of all the nations in the | 

world, there cxifts not one that has not delighte 
in the afTrightful parade of human viAims ; a bar* 
barity tliat fcarcs conception, and could never have 
l)ccn fuffl'red among the nations, if they had not [ 

been prcvioufly habituated, by aiiiiling at the fre* 

R quent 
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"^qucnt facrifices of animalsj to join the horrid idca^ 
that the Divinity loves and rejoices in blood. This 
blafphcmous notion being once eftabliflied, the 
next blow was to ftrike the pricftly knife into the 
throats of men^ and let loofe the purple torrent of 
that blood, which, according to their hclliih doc-' 
trine, was the moft valuable and the moft plcafing 
in his eyes. 

Nothing, it is to be hoped, like this atrocious 
manner of thinking, can be faid to be the bafis of 
the chriftian religion, when preferved in its purity. 
What good protcftant but detcfts the horrours prac- 
tifed in Portugal, and all the my Aic cruelties of 
popery ? Nay, what fays an unenlightened pagan 
on this head ? to wit, Plutarch ! * '* Is that a 
method of adoring the fupreme Being ? What a 
diihonour is reflciSled on the Divinity, by fuppof- 
ing him thirfly of human blood, greedy of flaugh* 
tcr, or even capable of exacting, or being pleafcd 
with fuch facrifices ? If the Typhons and the 
giants h?.d conquered heaven, could they have cf- 
tablifbed upon earth more abominable facriiices ?'^ 
What an inftruftivc reproach is here uttered by 

one 



* Plntanh 0n SuperfUhtj^ p, 169, 171 
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one of thofc men called Pagans, and which would f 



even puzzle the moft orthodox chriftian teachers to 
explain (if not warranted by the true prophets, (tii 
word of the moft high and by facred revelation, 
doubted of by none but abandoned infidels) vfhf 
the blood of all mankind, being infufiicient to ap* 
peafe the irritated Deity, nothing lefs than' an ef* 
fulion of divine blood was judged adequate. 

Let not any profane wretch dare to auert, 
that this was a refining on fanaticifm, and the hor«* 
rours above delineated : no ; this is a myftery, if 
not conceivable by our weak fcnfes, as the fathers 
of the church fay, to be trembled at and believed 
by all the faithful, faying with them, O prtfunditas ! 
O ajitu '0 ! O impcnetraUlitas tdnfilhrum Dei. ** O 
profundity ! O altitude ! O impenetrability of th« 
councils of the Deity !'' 

The tenths which were but the tribute due to 
the royalty of the fuprcme Being were employed 
to fupport the priefthood in their luxurious 
pride. They became their annexed property, juri 
divtn^^ by right divine*: and whereas under a 

R 2 government 
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* During the TI)eocracy the Tenths belonged to the 
Diify^ iis fovereign\ but when the Jews changed 

this 
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government entirely religious, entirely myfticaly 

dU fecret faults, and implcaciable foulnefs *, were 

fwelled into crimes againft their civil law. The 

priefts found it their intcreft to extend all fuch 

finful and criminal cafes to an infinite number, 

bccaufe the mulcts, the expiations, and the vie* 

tims, which refulted from them, encreafed the 

treafure and plentiful provifion made for the great 

judge, that is, for his miniAers. 

There is another article I might expatiate 
upon, which is the numerous detail of moveables 
and utenfils that were devoted to the monarch- 
deity ; but fo fmgular an inventory would carry 
us too far from our prefcnt purpofc. Be it fufficicnt 

here 



this my/lie /$rm of governmeiit^ and ek^ed klngs^ then 
ihi Hng$ naive J the tenths. 

Book of Kings, chap. vii. vcr 15. 

* The Ugal $rdi nances of all the ancient 7iations^ are 
derived in partfrofn the Jimplicity of their agCy as nei" 
ther luxury mr magnificence was known among them \ 
the only praHicable decorations that could^ in thofe times^ 
he inftjhd on^ was for the people* s prefenting tJyemfelves 
in a manner fuitable before the monarchy that was^ 

with 



«;///> an extremi deannefsof their ptrfons \ haaujk tbt 
leajl fouiKcfs was an a6l §f indecency^ pwiijbabli lyth€ 
law : end as hnaginathn is tvtr ftrtilt t9 areatifwh^ 
Jo fupirjllthn is a zsalous rj/j/fant t9 increaft the mim^ 
ber^ eJ^sciaUjinthe hot climates* 

* Rome bad her eonfcerated bucPJers^ ivery hodf 
knows \ but a due attention has never been paid to th 
g$lden buiUtrs in the temple of Jerufalem. 
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here to prcmire, that their cattle, their bucklers \ 
their arms, and even the entire flocks of black I 

cattle and horfes, &c. that had been confecrated 
to their gods by all antiquity, were, in the pri* 
mitive reign of theocracy, the equipages and do- 
mains appropriated to the invifiblc monarch, and 
were particularly employed in certain feftivals, 
during which it was imagined that the deity was 
dcfcended upon cartb« 

Let us now proceed to one of the moft fatal 
cfTc^b derived from theocratic government* 



I 



I 
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SECTION X. 

Theocracy fraductth idolatry, 

« 

IT IS fo difficult for man, to form to himfclf the 
idea of a great, powerful, immcnfc, and, at 
die fame time, invifible Being, wkhout the auxil- 
iary intervention of feme ftriking and fcnfiblc ideas 
and comparifons, that it was found almoft unavoid- 
iWe, in Theocracies, to exhibit a rcprcfentation 
of him. The fupreme Being was then more fre- 
quently brought into a£lion than in our d;us> U- 
caufe, that independent of his name ;:i. \ CjUili'/ of 
the God^head, he was, moreover, 1 'n^^ : whrrc- 
forc, frequent mention was made of 1 irn in r.U 
the ziis relating to polity, or to rcli^^ion, Wh 
cixSkz and decrees were manifcfied every where : 
his laws were obeyed, tribute was paid to him. 
His oSicer?, his palace, were ohjc(^s vifible to 
€very eye, and even the particular apartment for 
his abiding was pointed out to them ; wherefore 
they foon gave it an inmate. Some placed therein 
a common, others a fculpturcd, ftonc ; feme the 
image of the fun, others that of the moon : other 
nations exhibited there an ox, a goat, a dog, a 
(itijand the reprefentative figns of the monarch- 

deity 
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deity were fet off with all the fymbolical attributcft 
of a deity and a king. They were decorated with 
all the rublimc titles belonging to him, whofe cm* 
blcms they were. It was before them that the 
praifcs of, and the prayers to, the fupreme Being 
were offered up -, that all a£U of polity, or of 
religion, were performed ; and, in .iuie, all tht 
ceremonial of theocracy. Let not the reader think 
mankind as yet far gone in idolatry, this is only 
the fatal avenue leading to it. 

I REJECT the horrid opinion, that men became 
idolaters of their o^^ 1 accord, by premeditated dcr 
fign, and that they ever could form a rational fyf- 
tcm for fo doing, and executed it afterwards. Such 
an opinion is as contrary to philofophy, as it would 
prove difhonourable to humanity. I fiill more 
heartily rcje<a the opinion of Cunibcrland ♦, and 
of fome other authors, who have aimed at proving, 
that idolatry was cdabliflied upon earth through 
hatred of juft men, and of the fupreme Being. Ne- 
ver was the human race fo far abandoncfd in itsmoft 
erroneous ftate, as to have entirely loft all know- 
ledge 



♦ /r/ En^UJh zvrltnr 'tvhs c9mtrtnuJi tf« th Fra^^ 
mtntt of SanJonUUiu 
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Isdgc of the Oriftcncc and unity of the God head ; 
lior did they make a rapid traimiion all at once« 
from the adoration of their Creator to that of the 
creature. . They degenerated into idolatry imper- 
ceptibly, and 'Without having intended it ; as they 
afterwards dwindled into flave*^ without havin;^ 
harboured any previous dcfire of finking into thral- 
jdozn* 

The primitiv'c religion of man y::is corrupted^ 
and his love for Unity was gradually ovcrcaft 
with darknefs* ' Ignorance made a flow and im- 
perceptible progrefs, through the forgctfuhicfs of 
what was pafTcd ; through the too grand appara- 
tus of an cxtcriouf worfiilp ; throu^ li the fuppo- 
fitions ncccfiary to be iDadc for the better fupport- 
ing a fupernatural government ; and through the 
negleA of inftru£lions of the utniol); importance* 
Thus, in a worfhip and a jwlity, entirely figura- 
tive, thefe inftruclions were degenerated, beciufe 

the facerdotal order, by which they ihould be givcn^ 
was itfclf in a ftatc of degeneracy ; nay, was be- 
come almoft as ignorant as the people, and. cer- 
tainly more covetou:, as they were more immedi- 
ately intcreilcd than the people to fee a multiplied 
encreafc of the tributes, and of the vi^^ims ; as 
alfo a multiplied encreafc of the prefents to bo 

made 
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madc'to^ as well as 'of .the emblems of themo4 
narch-dcity. The like happcned.a long time af^ 
tcr, and other ages of ignorance and avartc6 were 
productive of a multiplicity of faints : fee the po« 
piih legends. : :. . . 



J % % t 



W$. may; without flraining . itiattetS) fuppofe 
that every nation having rendered its god a vifible 
monarch, more through ftmplicity than any idola- 
trous intcrcft, deported themfclvcs, for fome time^ 
in the prefence of his emblems with a devout and 
cautious circumfpedlion, becaufe they had. meant 
Icfs the rcprefenution of the deity than of the 
monarch. 

Thus in our tribunals ofjuftice, before the 
maoiftratcs^, is placed the picture of the fove- 
reign, which calls to mind every inftant by the 
refcmblance, and the royal robes, the true foVe« 
reign, who, though no6 vifible in pcrfoh there, is 
very well known to cxift clfcwhcre, and to abide 
in fuch a palace, where he may be approached, if 
there (hould intervene any neceility of having re- 
courfe to his juftice. Such . a pi£lure cannot de- 
ceive^ and is only fixed there for us, as a re« 

S lativ? 

•- • 
• In France% 
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lathre and conunemorativc obje£l; Sucb» doubt"* 
^ttsf^ were the firft images of the deity. If our • 
forefathers were notwithftajiding led into errour 
thereby;, if, through ^, fcries of time, they loft 
fight of their firft intentions, the reafon is ob^ 
vious, it was not fo eafy for them to paint the 
deity, as it is for us to paiiit a mortal man^ 

In 'fad, 'what affinity could there be betwixt 
the reigning deity and all the difFcrent cfEgies that 
had be^n made of it i There cduld be no other 
affinity but an imaginary one, and of mere con- 
Vehti<^n *, fraught With the always adherent con- 

' fequence 



. *i Mankind really infthuud conventional refcrenca : 
beeaufe the deity provides for our fuhfijlence^ Jome chofe 
to reprefent bim by the ox that labours^ or, the eorjj that 
gives milk. As he watches and fees incrffiuitly^ others 
ihofe a catf beeaufe the eyes of that ammaljl)ine in the 
night : many made choice of a dog^ on account of his 
teing the fafeguard and faithful fuperintendant for the 
family n Tljey who weTi m6re enlightened^ and from a 
knowledge ftjat the deity could not be reprefented by any 
fgute^ yet weri d/ftrous^ through the means of ftmple 
abjeHs to elevate their thoughts to bim^ on certain times 
4ttad^ ehoice of particular trees f particular Jbrubsj par* 

ticular 
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fcqucncc of degrading the deity, or the monarchy 
from the drA ccflation* of accompanying it with 
in(lru£tivc explanation. Hence, the worfliip and 
the polity, from Ample, which they ought to be, 
became compounded and allegorical. Hence, the 
facerdotal agents faw the ncccffity of their num« 
bers being encreafcd, and how much the people 
fliould {land in need of their miniftry. There 
was formed at that time a new and capricious 
Icicncc, appropriated to the priefthood, who were 
ftill careful to render it more difficult for thecom« 
mon undcrilanding, in order to enhance theifown 
confcquence. 

Si The 



tlcular ufeful plants^ or evm ajimi* But thi pnatejt 
number made clma of the fun and the moon: thoft who 
had made their choice of a Jlone^ and other inammati 
fuhflancesy to remind them of the deity^ anointed them 
with oil : this ccremonjy which in afier^timei^ convert'* 
ed into an idolatrous confecration^ was originally meant 
hut as a nmrk to di/linguijh thoft ohjeBsfrom all others 
of the fame kind\ and to inow them readily^ becaufe 
ihejlains of oil therein were not effaceabUy . // t^tfi, in 
prGcefs oftime^ imagined^ that this manner ofanoint-^ 
ing communicated a virtue^- nor has itfince been fra6lifed 
(In the fopijh kingdoms) but with that ridiculous in* 
tent* 
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Tii£ more they ought to have been open and 
fincere before the people^ the more the pricfts be- 
came referved and my(lcriou$. They made reli- 
gion a fecrety and by fancying to make it more 
revered, through a myfterious obfcurity, they ex- 
tinguiflied it entirely*; for, inftead of revealing the 
divinity to mankind, fo fmcerely wiflicd for by 
them, the pricAs rendered them idolaters ; and 
referved for themfelvcs the meaning and interpre- 
tation of- all the emblems, of all the allegories, 
. and all the fymbolical ufages which they took 
care to multiply without end. 

From this depraved fountain were derived the 
different theological and barbarous jargons to ei- 

\ ther perplex, or explain away what in thofe days 

^ I i were called facred writings (fomething like this 

j I t may be imputed to the ^theological doctors of 

popery) with all thofe hi4(oglyphical apparatufes, 
which were rendered inacceffible to, and incom- 
prehenfible by the vulgar* It is fmce that lament- 
able xra that the priefts have prefumptuoufly 
looked upon as their fpecial domain and unalien- 
able property the depofit of the religion of man- 
kind ; and pretended to hold by a divine right the 
public mihiftry of it, with which they bad only 
been entrufied by their fellow-citizens. 

Mankind 



1 
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* jtll tin pagati phllofiphers knnv this great truths 
4tHd bj it they ixplanied to the chri/iiam of the primi" 
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Mankind being fcduccd by low and Imperocp-i 
tible degrees from the true knowledge of God,* 
^nd of his fovcrcign, gave headlong into every 
abfurd .fyftem. For, if all tlie nations had, at 
lead, agreed to adopt for their fijn of the reigning 
Deity, the fame object, and the fame fymbol ; the 
unity of worfhip, although degenerated, would 
have been prefervcd the fame all over the earth : 
but as we have already obferved, fome made 
choice of one fign, or emblem ; others of a differ 
rent one, whether under the figure of the fun» 
of the moon, of a horfe, of an ox, Ue. The 
Supreme Being was adored every where, though 
in a different manner, as to the extcriour, by 
which he was rendered a perceivable obje£L 

Every nation accuftomed itfcif to revere the 

^emblem it had chofcn as the trued and mod fa- 

crcd fymbol of the divinity. Each of them after*- 

wards beheld therein the true deity and the only \ 

monarch j and the emblems being different in aH 

nations, how could they have imagined that they 

had all but the fame deity i and that he was every* 

where the fame *• 

The 
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•^ Thk unity, or the nations being broken off, 
the then univerfal rclii^ion was cxiinguiflicd, and* 
a general fanaticifin Aid ihto its place, that in 
each country ereclcu its particular ftahdard* Each 
people looked upon its God, and its king, as the 
only true, and believed themfclvcs alone poflefled 
of the true religion of their forefathers. Each 
nation Mi 'vcd itfclf to be the folc truly religi- 
ous, and tno fp^'cial favourite of the Supreme 
Being : and hence no other ve ftigc of the ancient 
si^ht rciiuined but a fata! iniprcfTion that cf'g'^d on 

each 



tiV€ churchy wly fuch a ftrfinge vnrlefy xvm tc be ob^ 
* \ [ Jervfd in their dlffirent worfintu Heir C'hrijVtan an^ 

tagomjis looked u*onfuch a folutton as a newly invent" 
ed drvict of tht pogam^ to pauiute their worJI)ip of 
danncns. 71 ry mety new be judge'' of by this m or k^ 
and hy the words of P.uftird^ p, 377 and 378 ; 
** Js the fu^y the moon^ the heavens^ the earthy the 
Jea^ art common to all meny hut under difftrent names 
accsrdhjg to the difference of nations and languages ; 
thusy although there be but' one only Deity y and om 
providence that governs the iiniverfcy and hath under 
him different fubaltern mniflers \ yet to this deity y which 
» is the fame y tifftrent names are given y and a different 

homage is puldy according to the laws and cvjloms of 
' . " tsch countrw 
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each j/.oplc to afpire to the univcrfal monarchy | */ 
bccaufc it W9S really due to the Supreme Beings \ 

revered by each peOple as tkcir mon^rch^i under 
tiifFcrent forms and namesi In the language of 
ihe pricfls, that particular God whofe n^inifters 
they were, was by them declared to be the jealous 
enemy of all the neighbouring gods; and er< 
long all the neighbouring nations were held as 
ftrangers. They made their people feparate them* 
iclves from all others, and to forbid an entrance 
on their frontiers*' • Thus men at laft became^ 
by their birth, by their fituation, and by their re* 
Jigion^ the declared enemies of each other. From 
this dire fource the world was oviirrflowed with all 
thofe blood-ihedding and prieft-begotten a'nimoiir 
ties, which fmce that accurfed epoch have fprcad 
devaftation through the univerfc, under the facred 
pretext of religion. ,. 

An objciSl well worthy qf our attention here pre* 
fcnts itfelf, to wit ; fo fimplc was idolatry in 
jts origin, that it might have readily been fct 
afide or prevented, by the Icaft indrudlion from 
the facerdotal tribe, had they been well difpofed to 
promote the welfare of mankind. It is true, in- 
deed, they were ignorant and idolatrous^ them- I 
fclvcs, but why did not they, v.'ho' pietciidcd they I 

• ^* never 
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ticvcr had been fo» the fubliihc prophets amoi^g the 
Hebrews, To converfant in futurity, why did not 
they, I fay, caution the people of the neighbour^ 
ing nations, and the very Ifraelites, who had been 
in a peq>ctual ftate of idolatry. Inftead of contl* 
nu.iily bounding forwards into futurity, would it 
not have been more ufcful to have carried back the 
flambeau of enquiry upon what had palTed before 
their time, without cxhaufiing thcmfclves in ridi- 
culous invectives againft the falfc divinities of th^ 
nations ; and which, by fo doing, they treated as 
if they were real beings ? why, v^ith the leaft in* 
fau^lion (which would have fufficed) did they not 
annihilate them. The deity of thefc aiTumedly 
infpired ones, whom they always exhibit as ac* 
tuatcd with implacable wrath, inceflantly crying 
\ ; aloud for vengeance, forever threatening to punifh 

the nations, and to break their idols, could not ht 
the true deity, if it was more agreeable to him to 
exterminate than to inftrud* 



IiJ this orii>in of idolatrv, wc difcover how ear- 
ly were fown the fatal feeds of religious wars, and 
of what ancient date the fpirit of intolerance is. 
It is therefore a falfe and groundlcfs charge againft 
chriftianity, to afcribc to her the engendering of 
that furious monften It would not be a difficult 

mattCi 
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matter to prove, that almoft all the wars (whether 
thofe of Judaifm or Paganifm) were occafioned by 
religious motives. 

Juvenal affigns the fame origin as I do» when 
he makes metition in the fifteenth fatire, of the 
fupcrftltion, and civil wars between two nations 
of Egypt, who, he fays, had an implacable ha- 
tred for the gods of their neighbours, each being 
pcrfuadcd, there was no other deity but that 
whom they worfhipped. 

Inie furor vulgo quod numina vidnorum 
Odit utrrquc locus^ cum folos credat JjahinUt 
EJfi dcosy quos ipft colit. 

Imitated. 

** Such zealous fury rag*d in ev^ry breaft, 
** To hate their neighbours prov'd religion's tcft ; 
^^ To hold their temples and their rites abhorred : 
'* Ungodding cv'ry god but thofe whom they 
« ador'd." 



I 1 
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It would be now a very curious and inftru^live ' 

rcfcarch to enter iuto a fcrutiny both of the anti- \. j 

quity and of the religion of all nations, in order i 

to examine therein the fingular expediencies, and 

T far. 
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far*fetcbcd pretexts that were made ufe of to 
bring about a coalition between the ancient dogms 
of the great judge, and the lail judgment, and of 
. ; the life I^reafter. Thefe interefting dogms, al- 

though corrupted, were never totally extinguiflied. 

The better to unite the tnvifibility of the fii- 
premc Being, which found rcafon never objc^cd 
to, with his vifibic emblem, all fuch ftupid and 
fenfelefs idols were kept fequcftcrcd in the fanflu* 
ary, which to approach was rendered not only 
difficult but terrifying to the vulgar. The very 
name of the monarch-deity was kept a fecret, and 
> the impofition was foon carried to fuch a pitch, 

as to make the people believe that who ihould dare 
( . i to pronounce it muft die* 



\ 



To form fomc kind of agreement between tlic 
ceremonial and the anticnt expc£lation of the great 
judge's coming at the end of time, which expcAa- 
tion, indeed, was become degenerate into one re- 
gulated by the aftronomical and ailrological pe- 
riods, a neceflity arofc of imagining invifible de- 
fcents of the great judge into the fan(5luary at the 
end of years, and other periodical and fabbatical 
revolutions. The emblems were carried out of 
their temples, to be procefSonably exhibited to the 

people. 
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people, once in a year, or once in a century, ac- 
cording/ to the different ufagcs ; and thofe emblems 
or exhibitions were made under the myftic cover 
of a veil, fometimes of an artificiad darknefs, 
fometimct in the midft of terrour^ftriking attri** 
butes, to infufc a greater awe. Hence, tofome> 
thefc fokmn days were days of terrour ^ toothers, 
.they were days of confolation and rejoicing } and 
for the aggregate of the people, they were days 
of a moft extravagant fuperftition *• 

T a To 



* At ihi renroaiien cf each civil yior^ tbijiws 
have always imagined^ and imagine Jlill^ that the great 
judge then pronounces judgment in heaven upon ell mor^ 
talsy and this they ajftgn as a reafonfor all tin aujleri* 
ties preached hy them at tl)at time* Relig\ Cerem* 
vol. iii. 

Many people are actuated hy the fame chinura^ eotd 
in confequence have periodic repetttances end tndulgeH'^ 
ees adminijlered to them from the deity ^ by the agency 
of their / riefls. Tl)e Japanefe call a certain month in 
their ycar^ Tl)e Month ef the invlfible Jtrival of the 
Gods. In the Chriflian year there is a month called 
Jhenty which is the fame thing end like that of Jar 
pan ; whofe firfi motive was to prepare one*sfelffor the 
judgement of the end of the year^ for the arrival of the 
great jud re ^ and for the future renovation. Thefapifls 

' ' • have 
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To cflablilh an accordance of the immateriality 
of the fuprcme Being with the fymbolical groIT- 
nefs, in which the pricHs pretended to make him 
refide conflantly, or occafionally, at certain times, 
rccourfe was had to mctan^orphofes, metcmpfi- 
cofes, incarnations, (that is, the afTuming of hu- 
man fleib, as Jupiter, Cs^c. ufed to do for their 
various excurfions upon earth). Rccourfe was 

alfo 



have their Lent in the fpringj which cujiom is taken 

fnm the Rpmans^ who wade their civil year to begin 

in March. Their purifications and expiations aretcr-^ 

formed in the month of February. ^ 

jft Trichinapaly the deity Brama dejtends once each 

year ifio the paged. Some theologifis of that country 

\ * i pretend that he dies and comes to life every year. ReL 

Cerem. vol.v'u 

Jt Jaghinat^ a town iu that country y the deity goes 
forth from his temple once a year ; and the people fock 
thither from the extremefl part of India. Tl)e idoly 
placed upon a huge triumphal car ^ is carried through the 
city ; ctnd crufneth under its carriage wheels all zealots 
whofe bigotted frenzy injiigates them to undergo fuch a 
murdersus felf oblation ; but extremely happy ^ in their 
fenfe^ is tbi perfonfo lucky as to fujfer death in that 
manner on that day^ hecaufe it is a day of remiffion^ 
during xvicb the gates of future life are thrown open^ 
JUBg. Cerem. voK \u The 
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alfo had to myftical alliances, (as abfurd as im- 
pious) of a deity with grofs matter, with animals j 
with men and women. Thus by meaning to foar 
to the fupcrnatural heights of this religion they, 
found thcmfclvcs obliged to fink into the lowcft 

abfurdities. 

Ignoranxb 



•I 



The Camisy Japamfe divinities j of a fecotid cAj/i, 
quit neither their temples nor their firineSj but once in. 
em agc^ and then there is a jubilee all over the country. . 
Rel. Cerenu voL vi. 

Lucian informs USy that even in his //W, eomme^ 
merations of the deluge were eelehrateJ in the temple of 
the gOflJefs of Syria^ from whofe fanSJuary Jlje was 
earriei forth once a year^ accompanied by all tin 
godi^ to pay a vifit to her favourite fijh^ in a lake. 
Jupiter fpoke firjl^ hut the goddefs^ apprelyenfwe left 
her fijij Jhould die on that day^ werf he to fee Jupiter^ 
prevailed on the king of the deities^ by foothing and 
entreaty^ to turn back. Ail the ceremonies began with 
alarms and terrour. Mofl violent aits of penitential de-^ 
votion were perpetrated. The zealot: tore tlemfelves^ 
in the mofl cruel manner, but the re^appe^ranee of*fu'^ 
piter brought hack joy and pleafwre \ the day was con^ 
eluded with feajling and exultation. It is obvious^ tl/ai 
this was an abfurd allegory of the apparition oftligre^ 
judge at the end of time. 
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IcKoRANCt foon confounded thofc religious 

ufagc^, with al] tlie commemorative ones, which 

cniiiHtutcd a part' of the religion ; and whereas 

. ! the rc^^rcfcritations of the primitive flate of man- 

ksni, alio quite fymbolical, were regulated by the 
funiL- j>jiio«i>, that i cgulatcd the theocratic ccrcmo- 
nir«l, u:v\ k\\ iMi^^s rcl;;iivc to the faid commcmo- 
ration ^ new crrours^ and new fables were fabrx* 
catcd in confequencc. All the difTcrent fymboU 
of thoie ccmmemorations of the hiftory of nature, 
were infenfibly changed into illuftrious pcrfonagcs, 
to whom were afcrlbcd great adventures, chequer- 
ed with good and evil fortune, with greatnefs and 
* mifcry ; bccaufe the anecdotes of the ruin, and re- 

cftaUifiimcnt of the world blooming with a new 
^ * ' complexion, were ncccflarily become their legends. 

Mankind fo far intcreiled themfelves in behalf of 
thofc perfonalizcd emblems, that they foon con- 
founded them with the emblems of the great judge, 
which thereby were loft in the crowd : and now thefc, 
I now thofe appearing and difappcaring at the fame 

time, induced people to forget there was any dif- 
♦ j, fcrcncc between them, and to thinlc th»U they 

all meant the fame ob]t.(^ i and therefore invciled 
them all vith the Dtity-lhip. 
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In confcqucncc of thcfc new miftakes the life 
of the monarch-deity was ornamented with all 
the hiilorical details of the commemorative fcdi* 
vals. I'hc object of adoration was the fuu cxtln- 
guiilicd and revived. The world dcflroycd and 
renewed was publicly worfhippcd under the 
names of Ofiris, Atys, Adonis^ Bacchus, (Jc. it 
hv:i;)^ then generally imagined that thole gods 
had formerly defcended upon earth, to do good to 
the human race, to civilize and to give them 
laws ; that they had undergone great hard(hips 
daring their human life ; that they had been 
crufhcJ by powerful enemies, but that after an 
infliwlcd cruel death, they manifefled themfelves 
in a glorious rcfurrcdion. Thus, by degrees, 
foolifli and credulous antiquity plunged from cr- 
rour to errour, preparing a new fanglcd idolatry 
ioT the ages to fuccccd : for the ufages whence 
thcfc abfurdities fprang, had primitively in view 
to form inllitutions premonitory of what was to 
come, as well as commemorations to remind people 
of what had pafTed : wherefore, it l)ccamc a received • 

notion, that in thofe falfe hiAorics in this disfi* 
gured worfliip were exhibited the future events, ; [ 

the hardfliips, and the grcatnefs of thofe chime- 
rical l^xMfunages that ufurpcd in the minds of I 

the 
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the people the place of the anticnt great judge, 
who had been formerly expc<3;ed. 

A new Ofirisy a -ne^v Adonis, were expelled 
and deftlncd to undergo the fame viciflitudes of 
c\'il and of good, as they who formerly bore thofc 
names had cx))erienced. Every nation had its 
particular expectancy, and was ready at the firft 
alarming call from heaven, to run into any new 
fanatlcifm, and Aill greater extravagancy of mif" 
taken religion. 

The Romans, notwithflanding their fo much 
boaflcd republican fpirit, were, in Cicero's time, 
in expectation of a king foretold by the Sybils, as 
is to be found in the' book of divination, written 
by this great philofophical orator. The calamities 
of the republic were to be the fore-runners of his 
coming, and univerfal monarchy the confcquence. 
This anecdote of the Roman hiftory has never 
been fufHcicntly attended to, and people arc in ge- 
neral ignorant how inftrumental it was to all the 
great events at that pciiod of time tranfaClcd in this 
famous republic. 

At one time a conqueror was expected by the 
Hebrews; at another a being undefincably happy 
and unhappy. They are ftill in cxpeSation of 

him. 
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him, accompanied with an Eliah and an Enoch, 
\vho» as well ai hc> arc hut great judges periona- 

lizcd. 

The oracle of De]pho9> as wc read in* PIu« 
t\2ch *» was the dcpofitary of an antient and fe- 
crct prophecy, upon the future birth of a foo of 
A[>olIO) who would bring along with him the reign 
ofjunicc. All the Greek and Egyptian pagans 
had a number of oracles, which they comprehended 
lio:, but that arc, to us, the fame univerfal chime- 
ra I flie was parent of that folly inciting fo many 
kings and princes afFe£ling to be deemed the fons 
of Jupiter. Nor have other nations given lefs in- 
to thofe ftrangc viflons : the Periians expeA All 
at the end of time ; the Chincfe cxped Phclo ; the 
Japanefc Peyrum, and Combadoxi ; the natives of 
Siam cxpccl Summona-Codom ; the Indians *of 
the Mogul's empire expcft a deity in the form of a 
horfc. All the American nations expcded the 
coming of the children of the fun from the caft, 
which might not improperly be called ' the pole of 
mankind's hope. The Mexicans in particular cx- 
pcclcd to be re-vifited by one of their antient kings 
from the eaft, after he fhould have completed his 

U tour 

* Tlje life if LyfanJer, 
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tour of the world. In fine, there is not a people 
which has not been actuated by fomc expectancy 
of this fort, nor could the meaning thereof be com- 
prebendedf but that they are reciprocally explain- 
cd^ the one by the other ; and that by the concur- 
rence of different anecdotes therewith annexed, 
they difcover their having all primitively had for 
motive the expectation of the great judge, of the 
laft judgments, and of a future life at the end of 
time ; whofe fymbols were corrupted and pcrfon- 
alized in a very remote antiquity, and under dif- 
ferent names^ in every climate. 

It is, moreover, from a confcqucnce of this 

i errour confounding the allegorical fymbols of the 

y t hiftory of nature, with the reprefcntation of the 

monarch deity, that the hiftory of all the gods, 

< of all the ancient kings, and of the legiflators, 

* refemble each other by fo many particular features, 

which, notwithftanding the diverfity of names, 

they all mean but the monarch deity, whofe Ic- 

! gends are adorned with the anecdotes of nature, 

expreiTed according to the corrupt fenfe given of 
the antient monuments and commemorations be- 
come intelligible. Thefe anecdotes have been the 
mould wherein all antiquity hath caft, as one may 
%» aUnoft oil her gods^ her kings, her legiflators, 

her 
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her heroes, and her great men ; therefore Macxx>- 
bius brings them all back to the fun, but others 
to Jupiter. The learned Huet views them all in 
Mofcs, without excepting one. Several conuncn* 
tators have defcried them all in Abraham. Saturn, 
Mercur)% Bacchus, Apollo, have been made out 
Noah, Cham, Jacob, and David. In finct all 
the pagan deities have been defcried in the Hebrew 
patriarchs, and all the Hebrew patriarchs are in 
a iilcc manner difccrnible in thofe pagan deities ; an 
amazing chaos wherein all the learned have bewil- 
dered thcmfelves, and which is deducible from no 
other origin but the variety of names, according 
to the languages, and according to the attribute of 
the ancient, and one only fymbol of the theocra« 
tic king, that, fclf-endowed as it were, with a 
prolific facultVf hath in fo copious a manner peo* 
pied the annals of all the various nations. 

Wh£K idolatry is confidcred in this point of 
light, it will fcarcely appc?ir to be idolatry. Thf 
unity of crrours throughout, difcovcreth to us every* 
where, as we advance . ii) our rcfcarch, the unity 
of a primitive truth, rendered obfcurc but through 
the variety of names and titles conferred thereon. 

U * SEC- 
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S E C T 1 O N XI. 

« 

Pplitical ahufes of the thocr{stU grucrnment. 

TH £ deplorable ftatc into which the primitive 
r*:Ii2ion of mankind was funk, through the 
£»ul. confequences of the theocratic apparatus, 

may enable us to form a judgment of all the irre- 
gularities with which polity and civil adminidra* 
tion muft have been alfo difgraccd. Theocracy, 
by making man idolatrous, made him alfo a fi.ive, 
a barbarian, and a favagc. However great and 
fublime a government may appear, whofe leadir.^ 
point of view is heaven, which it pretends to co- 
\ py after as its model, can, notwithAanding, be 

produAivc but of bad eflfe^ls here below ; and po« 
litical edifices cre&cd thereupon, in conformity to 
fuch a fpcculation, muft inevitably have fallen to 
pieces, and have been the caufc of very great evils, 
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AmoWg the many falfe dogms, that we have al« 
ready feen in part, and under which theocracy had 
whelmed the human mind, there darted up two 

• 

far more repugnant to the welfare of (bciety, al* 
though they had been oppofed to each other in a 
very fingular nunner. 

^ • The 
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The imaginary pi£lurc of the happineis enjoy- 
ed in the ccleftial kingdom, gave rife to the falfe 
ideas concerning liberty, equality, and indepcn-- * 

dcncc» On the other hand, the afpc^i of a mo* 
narch-dcity, fo great, fo tmmenfc, made man al* 
mod drop into nothingnefs, induced him to de^ 
fpair, and voluntarily to fct himfelf at nought. 
Through thefc two extremes, the fpirit which 
(hould efTc&uate the welfare of focicty was equali- 
ty loft : on one part it was propofed to make man 
more than he can, or ought to be, upon earth ; 
and, on the other, he was made to degrade him- 
felf below the rank which nature had aiEgncd to 
humanity. Thus, true man was no longer to be 
fccn, and in his form appeared the favnge biped^ 
or the unrefifting flave. 

The dcfign of the firft men was doubtlefs to 
render thcmfclvcs happy by this fubllme perfpc£iive 
of the heavenly kingdom ; and there is fome rea^ 
fon to think, that they fucceeded in part for a cer- 
tain time, bccaufe that fortunate arra hath ever ^ 
fince been celebrated by them as the golden aje, 
the reign of juftice. All the poets have emuloufly 
exhaufted thcmfclves in frnging the praifcs of that 
primitive felicity. " Every body was free in If- 
riwl,'* faith alfo the fcripturc, where mention is 

made 
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made of the Judaic theocracy, ** Every body did 
as he f 'icaled, and led a life of independence *."* 

. If fuch marvellous times (wherein wc can, 
howcyer^ defer)' the feeds of all the abufes fubfe- 
qucnt to them) have really exifted, it could be 
> only during the dawn of that myftic age, when 

mankind, as yet deeply aflfccled with the calami- 
tics it had fuiFered, was aAuated with all the fcr* 
vour of morality and of religion, as well as with 
the heroifm of theocracy. But this Aate of feli- 
city, and the reign of juftice, were but tranfit^ory, 
becaufc faid fervour and heroifm, which alone could 
keep up the fupernatural tendency of fuch a go* 
; vernment, are but a momentary virtue, mere fits 

\ ' of religion, which on our earth are never of long 

i ' duration. 



\ 



If the celcftial theocracy above is to be a con« 
ftant ftate of juftice, liberty, and rcditude, the 
fame is not ,to be expelled of any earthly theo- 
cracy, becaufe under it the people cannot avoid 
inaking a bad ufe of their liberty ', and where thofc 
^ho command find it almoft as inevitable to make 
» bad ufe of the power faid to be derived from hea- 
ven. 
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vcn. It is therefore, probable, that th'u govern- 
lucnt was annihilated by thofc two extremes } hf 
the one all the ancient empires of the Weft chang- 
ed their liberty into a (late of buccaneering^ and 
deviated into a vagrant and abfolutely favagc life : > 

by the other, all the anticnt empires of the Eaft 
lufFercd thcmfclves to be enflavcd by tyrants. 

Tme pictures which the antients have tranfmit- . * 

ted to us of the golden age, of the Amplicity, of 
the independence in which people then lived, have [ 

always appeared to me to have fo great an affinity 
with the ftate of the Americans, that I cannot but 
be eafily brought to think, that the fall of the 
theocratic governmcr.t was the epoch of that kind 
of life which has been adhered to, during fo many 
ages, by all the iiihabitants of that extenfivc coun- 
try : nor do I think that the theocratic govern- 
ment was, in its origin, fo brutal and favagc; 
but I reprcfent it to myfcif to have been too unib- 
ble to have caufcd the Americans (who appear to 
have been always more Ample than all the other 
inhabitants of the earth) to fall into the enormi- ; ' 

tics juft now mentioned, by rendering themfelves 
free, independent, and favage. I am beAdes in- 
clined to conjcifture, that their manner of living 
i.-" merely ac( idrntal, and i;: deduclblc more froni 

their 
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. I 

their prejudices, than from that ftatc of nature 
which I look upon as a chimerical notion. 

The great number of traditions, and of theo- 
cratic works, which arc to be found among the 
mofl barbarous nations, concerning this religion, 
, is in my fcnfc a ftrong index of the origin of their 

Angular manner of living, and is at the fame time 
an almoil irrefragable proof, that not one of thofc 
nations is in its primitive and natural (late, but as 
bath happened in all the other parts of the world, 
fo they too formerly lived under this myftical go- 
vernment ; whence flavcry, or a fpirit of bucca- 
neering, muft have iflued, according as the genius 
j of tlie people might have concurred with the na- 

\ [ ture of their climates to imprefs more fenfibly the 

, . ciTciSs of their anticnt theocracy. 



Let us now, for the fecond time, glance our 
eyes on the bulk of chriilianity^ which has in part 
revived it. What muft have become of all thofe 
zealots in the primitive church, if places of re- 
tirement had not been built for them in the midft 
of rocictics, during thofc times of frenzy, when 
the expc(5lation of the heavenly kingdom made 
them renounce c\'cry thing upon earth ; and, when 
tired of bcinj men, they would nun be angels. 

AVhat 
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What is become of fo many thoufand hermits, 
who lived then like mere favages in the defarts of 
the Thcbais ? Who knows if there C^Eift not now 
in the defarts of Africa fome of their dcfccndcnts 
that feed upon human flcfh. 

There is a town of Oxiringia *, much cele* 
bratcd, bccaufc folely occupied by religious foilcs^ 
within and without; there were above ten thou- 
fand monks, befidcs twenty thoufand virgins, 
without counting thofc fcattcred on the neighbour- 
ing mountains, and they all amounted to more 
than forty thoufand. Now, if we were to fuppofe, 
that from this prodigious quantity, one out of 
every hundred difgudcd with their ftatc ; would 
they not have furniflied a fufHcient number of 
men and women to have peopled, for' eighteen 
hundred years pad, all Africa with Barbarians. 

All attempts, here below, to be more than 
man, foon make humanity to difappear. The 
religious communities dificminated afterwards thro' 
all the different regions of the Roman empire, 
might furnifh us with a pidure quite contrary to 

X that 
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' i 

that, if we were inclined to enter into an exa- 
mination of them. We fhould there find man, in- 
Aigated by the fame falfe principles, make a tame 
, . facrificc of his liberty and his will ; and thereby 

lay the foundation of cloyfter-flavcry, and monkifli 
defpotifm. But it is fufHcient to have hinted 
this two-foid abufe, and its principle. We muft 
now continue our refcarch in a more ample field, 
to come at a knowledge of all the evils produced 
by Theocracy, and by thofe governments that, 
like her, have aftected to imitate the kingdom of 
, heaven. 

* . From the hiftory of the Eaft and the character 

of the Orientals, we (liould be led to think, that 
w in thefe climates Theocracy has been Icfs corrupt- 

ed by the buccaneering fpirit of the people, than 
by the tyranny of the niiniftcrs. The fymbols, 
the coffers, the arks, the iJols with which they 
reprcfented the great judge, were nothing. But 
the oiHcers deemed necclliiry for their attendance 
were men, and not cclcftial Beings, incapable of 
abufing an adminidration that gave them all 
power. Although the deity was declared the only 
king of the people, yet, as there was neither 
pad nor convention between man and the deity, 
•Theocracy from its inflitution, and by its very 

; nature. 
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• 

n.iturc, was a dcfpotic government, of which 
the great judge was the Invifible fultan, and the 
pricfh, the vi//irs, and the miniftcrs; in plain 
Knglifti, they were the real defpots. 

Of all the political vices In Theocracy^ this 
was the grcatcft, the moft fatal and that which 
prrparrd the way to oriental dcfpotlfm, and the 
horrible fcrvitudc which has been the dire confc- 
qucnce. The reader mutt now be icnfibtc that I 
could never have conducted him to this fatal 
epoch) if before I entered upon the fubjc£l of this 
kind of government, I had not begun by inform- 
itig him of the moral and religious errours fprung 
from Theocracy ; and if I had not unfolded to 
h\M what had been the caufes thereof .by difplay- 
in;X' tv) him the clok--linkcd fcrlcs of- the Ions 
chalu of human errours* 

' ■ . . .' . 

Although Theocracy was of herfcif, and [ 

from her birth a veritable, defpotifm, It is, how-> 
ever, not improbable, that the firtt ages knew not 
the abufcs that were made to flow from it, in after- 
times. This we may the readier bcHevc, inaf- , [ 
much as new cttablifhments are commonly fup- \ 
ported by zeal ; and a remembrance of it ttill ' ' 
remained, which .was held dear among all the 

X 2 nations: 
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nations : and ailfo, that the vifiblc miuillers were 
at firft and continued for fome time worthy of 
their invifiblc mafter. But feeing that in the 
midft of the fervitude which now prevails, and 
has for fo many ages prevailed throughout the 
£aft, mankind is thorc univerfally tradable and 
tame, it muft be alledgcd as a proof that the mi- 
' nifters there muft have made a bad ufc of their 

power, before the people made a bad ufo of their 
liberty. 



In acknowledgment for the good fervices ren- 
dered by pricfts at firft, mankind muft have grown 
by degrees accuftomed to recognize in them a 
divine and fupreme power. The wifdom with 
I which their firft ordinances were fraught, and 

N • the.utih'ty rcfulting from the counfcls which they 

■ 

gave at firft, muft have habituated fociety to pay 

them obcifance ; and every member thereof muft, 

without any reluctance, have fubmittcd to their 

I oracles and their revelations. Thus, by little and 

little, an extreme confidence muft have produced 
extreme credulity. Society being prcpoft'efted, 
that in the priefts it was God who fpoke ; that in 
them it was an immutable fovereign who willed 
and commanded, muft have looked upon itfclf as 
in duty bound not to icfift thofc pretended organs 

of 
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of tbc deity ; even when they ceafcd doing good*,' 
and their atSlions were evil. 

Mankind were thus let down by degrees to 
fo irrational a plight, as to unknow their ftate^ 
their nature, and their dignity; nay, they were 
fo far plunged in miA.ry as to no longer dare to 
raifc their eyes towards heaven i and much lefs 
upon their tyrants. ' A blind fatiaticifm reduced 
them to the condition of flaves, and they were at 
length mnde to believe It their duty to honour 
their deity and monarch, by degrading, and as it 
were, annihilating thcmfelves before him, 

... , 

Such, no doubt, was the progrcfs of that vo- 
luntary, flavifh fubjedion, by which human n^ 
ture hath been difgraced. 

' ' All the now fentimcnts, and prcfcnt difpofiti** 
ons of the oriental nations, in regard to their fo- 
vcrcigns, are founded upon thofe wretched preju- 
dices. They are made to believe, that the diadem 
IS, by divine right, invefted with the power of 
doing good and evil, and that thofe born to wea^ 
it are to think nothing impof&blc in the execution 
/)f their will and pleafure. When any of thefc 
infatuated people fufFer pain, or arc rendered un- 
happy 
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happy by the capricious ferocity of a barbarous 
fuperiour, they paffivcly yield thMiifcIvcs to the 
views of an infcrutabic providence; and in a 
. thoufand devout and myflical interpretations, they 
hunt for a folution of the unjuft and cruel pro« 
ceeding^ to which they daily fall the rcfigned 
victims*. 

> The theocratic prledhood become dcfpotic un- 
der the protcition of thofe facred prejudices which 
the nations were made to revere, failed not to fill 
the world with tyranrs. The prices alone were 

1 the fovcrcigns of the earth, and cncour.i'ved by non- 

rcftflancc, they arbitrarily difpofcd of the popcrty, 

\ of the honours, and of the lives of mankind. 

; Although we arc robbed, through time, of an ex- 

acl hiilory of the theocratic fway, where indeed a 

thick veil is thrown over the flagitious life indulged 

by its minifters, we may difcover fome features of 

! it in the Jcwifli theocracy, where it cxpofes to our 

I view 

i - - 

I. . : — : 

♦ The Turks are bred up in a notion j that their 
Sultan ntayy without eemmitting a fin^ put fourteen 
perfons to ^cath every day. *Il^ey btUe^oe^ that when 
their fivrreign $rJers any of his fubjr^s to fvffer deaths 
he only fclloivs the fpeaial infpirations cf provis'enci^ 
wlicb to ycfjl vi^onld be eriminaL 
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view the abominable conduft of the Hebrew pricfts, 
towards the end of t his government. 

Then they no longer adminiftrcd jufticc to the 
people : they led a life of rapine and plunder: they 
carried off by force, and devoured all the vtaimt 
which were brought to be oficred up to the mo- 
narch deity, whom thcj' ufcd but as a borrowed 
name. Their luft lx:ing equal to their gluttony, 
they lay, as the bible tells us, with the women 
that came to watch at the entrance of the taberna- 
cle. This laft anecdote, over which the fcripture 
glides fo lightly, without entering into any detail 
of the confcquences, in an accurate hiftory of 
the pricfthood, would ap|K*ar to have been pro- 
ductive of more than any other in all the nations 
and even among the Hebrews themfelves, which 
thev leave either palliated, or concealed from us, 
under the veil of fabulous hiftor}'. 



The priedhood was arrived at fuch a pitch of 

■ » 

barefaced impiety, and unblufhing infolence as to 
cover even their debaucheries under the cloak of 
the divinity. It is to the pricfthood the world is ; ' 

■ 

indebted for that new race of mortals who knew \ 

no other lire but the deity, but heaven, but the \ 

fun, and the other go<is j and po other mothers 

but 
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but the unhappy victims, or culpable aflbciatcs of 
iacerdotal concupifcence. It was then the nations 
beheld the Demi-gods and heroes make their ap- 
pearance upon earth. It was in confcquence of 
their illuArious birth, and exploits by them at- 
chicved, that mankind were influenced to change 
their anticnt form and government, and to make 
a tranfitron from the reign of the gods, whom 
they never could fee, to that of their pretended fons, 
whom they faw living and acling among them : 
a moft extraordinary event ! Thus facerdotaJ luft 
by giving niafters to mankind, brought about the 
revolution, w*hich put an end to the cclcftial reign, 
and gave its beginning to that of the Demi-gods, 
which reign all ferious bidorians hitherto ima- 
gined (hould have been retrenched from the annals 
of the world. 



S E C. 
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SECTION XU. 

n^ncracy begat Difp^tlfm* 

TH E people being harraflcd under the into* 
Icrable yoke impofed upon them by the mi- 
ni (Icrs of the theocratic king, and tormented by 
the plundering tribes, which the difoidcrly ftate 
of the polity had fpawncd forth in all the nations, 
finally rcfolved to fecurc thcmfelvcs from the af« 
faults of fo many enemies, by making a reforma- 
tion in their government ; and the wifeft ftep 
they thought they could take was to return to 
the primitive unity, and put into the hands of 
one all the authority, which, until then, bad 
been ufurpcd by the facerdotal families. 



This tranfiiion, from the theocratic to the 
other form of government which (ucceeded to it, 
might have been cfTcdcd in the fevcral nations 
of the world, at different periods of time ; and 
the events which made it take place may have 
been accompanied with difFcrcnt modifications and 
circumftances. Wc might be induced to furmize 
that even from that very epoch the antient theo- 
cracies fuggefted the ideas of forming a republican 
government, were it not that through the fad ex- 

Y ' pcrience 
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pcrience of the evils fuffcreJ under the adminiftra- 
tion of many, it feems very probable, that no 
fociety at that time made choice of the republican 
fyftem ; therefore, I do not think, that to the re- 
volution above alluded to, the q)och of the go- 
vernment can ever be afcrlbcd. 



Although the people were difguftcd with an 
adminiftration of the pricflhood during the theo- 
cracy ; they, however, did not loft fight of that 
antient chimera. They always retained a pious 
tendency towards it, and did not renounce it even 
at their taking to them a king ', but imagined that 
in fo doing they only made a reformation in the 
too numerous organs of the moii arch-deity, 
\ whom they dill continued to look upon as their 

t • I true and only king. The various nations of the 

earth took each to itfcif a king, for no other in- 
tent, but that he fhould be the organ, the image, 
and the reprefcntation of the invifiblc monarch ; 
1 in whom then, as until that time they always 

had done, they fuppofcd the fuprcme power rc- 
i fidcd. This opinion is confirmed by the pompous 

title of, fma»^ of tbs Dhihityy which iJic kingo of 

the earth took care fhould be prefcrved to them. 

I ,Wc fliall fee hereafter what this title was orial- 

iially« 

^ Filled 
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Filled with fuch prc-ca :cptions in the pre- 
ference of a government by one, we may readily 
conclude, that the nations were as yet far from 
harbouring; any ideas of republlcanirm ; and this 
is the rcafon why, through remote antiquity, we 
meet in l\i(lorians with no other government but the 
monarchical ; a popular ftate had as yet no exiiV 
cncc even in idqa. This is the cafe to-day through- 
out all the oriental regions ; where the people 
cannot be made to comprehend what our European 
republics are, and which they look upon as mon- 
flrous focictics. I'his prejudice is derived from 
no other fource but the anticnt theocratic i.deas, 
which have never been obliterated {n that part of 
toe world. 

We may hence deduce a rcafon why, in certain 
countries, the chief pricft of the theocracy may 
have been enabled to become himfelf its dcfpot, 
by dcprcfling the inferior r orders that were depen* 
dent upon him. This furmize might be confirm- 
ed by the fevcral dates of antient and modern 
Afia, wherein the civil is alio the ecclefiailic fove- 
rci2:n. Neverthelcfs, the union of thefe two 
powers may have been cficAed by another caufc, 
as for inflance, by a notion of this truth, that a 
king being the firfl of the fiate, ought ntceflarily 

Y 2 to 
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to be the firft pricft, as he is the firft general, the 
firft magiilrate ; in a word, the firft of all the 
difFerenC orders which compofc fociety ; whence 
it may have happened that newly-inftitutcd kings 
were at the fame time declared the heads of the 
religious woriliip, although they were not of a 
faccrdotal family. 

Manictn'd always leaning towards unity and 

iimplictty, was in all times fcnfible of the dangers 

attendant on many-headed power, in government. 

This truth, however, fliould not hinder us from 

owning that in many ftatcs the revolution confti* 

' tutive of the civil authority in one pcrfon, left to 

I the priefts the difpofal of things facred, and of all 

\ ^ '■ articles concerning religion ; we have ftriking in- 

ftiances preferved in the hiftories of Japan, and 
of feveral other nations ; but fuch a conduA be« 
came for thofc ftates a fource of dilTcnfion, and 
difpute between the two powers, they both pro- 
ducing title againft title for their reigning by 
right divine. 



\, 



!. 



They who principally attracted the attention 
of tnoft of the nations, to be by them conftituted 
their vifible mafters,. were, in all likelihood (as we 
have above infuiuated} thofe very demi-gods, and 

heroes. 
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heroes, fons of the ancient theocratic kings, that 
is, of the priefthood. 

T r ( oncurrcncc of the traditions of the moft 
: :• • ' antiquity, all which make their epochs fuc- 
c'xJ to that of the gods, fiieds fuch an hiftorical 
light on thofe mythological times, as good eyes 
muft own the force of here. The rays emaned 
from the Divinity, which the people fancied they 
beheld in fuch wonderful pcrfonages, muft have 
infufed a profound veneration for them : on the 
other hand, in order to fupport this fuppofed dig-- 
nity of their birth, thofe demi-gods made it their 
ftudy here to be fcrviccabic ; and as by their birth 
wc learn into what a grievous ftate polity and re- 
ligion were fallen, in their days i they took care 
not to let flip any occcaHon of acquiring glory, 
and gaining the eftccm and afFcdion of mankind, 
by waging war againft tyrants, by exterminating 
public robbers, and by ridding the earth of all the 
monftcrs with which it was infc£led« 

Profane mythology confirms, in a particular 
manner, the gradation of thefc events, becaufe it 
was out of thofe demi-gods, and thofe heroes, 
that {he fabricated thofe champions dcftru&ive of 
robbers and giants, and thofe incomparably brave 

per. 
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pcrfonagcs, who, like the romantic adventures we 
read of in the antiquities of the Gauls, ran about 
the world for the love of mankind, in order to re- 
cftabli(h e\'cry where good order and focicty. 

• 

A ».i(>RE revered mythology, notwithdanding all 
the mvftic vulls with which it is hun'^ over, has 
! •' not been able to hinder us entirely from having a 

peep at thofc anticnt truths. Several of thofc he- 
roes and judges, who during the Judaic theocracy 
rofe up and exerted themfclves, from time to time, 
in order to extricate the people from their ftate of 
fcrvitude, into which their bad government made 
them fall every moment, were all the children of 
Wrren women, faid to be miraculo\ifly imprcgna- 
\ . ; ted, after having invoked the Lord before the ark, 

or before the fanftuar^'. 



\ 
) 



Besides many others that might be cited, fiich 
for inftance was Sampfon, whofe mother * was 
rendered pregnant by the words of a man of God ; 
and Samuel, who was m<idc an inheritor of vital 
light, in confequcnce of the cor.folation admini* 
ftered to the wife of Kclana, by the chief prieft 
Hell *. A£b fo indecent cannot be related with 

more 
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niofv: decency tl'.aii they arc in the biMe : huf he 
until bw* blind indeed, who docs not through tht 
wiiole perceive all the knack of myftcryj not to 
fay an inic^uitous one* 

TiiH cj>orh of thofc kinvjs, who In the pagan 
ann.iU aic made to fucccud to the r^i'^n of' the 
dcmi-gods, and of whom a tl«ird e;'<och is nude, 
diflinguifliablc from tlio (ccond, as the fccond has 
Wen diftintuUK-d from the firft, to wit, from that 
of the ^oili, is not, as I opine, to be looked up- 
on as abfolutely diftinc^i and difiimilar under the 
reign of the demi-gods and kings. They were 
both men, eflecmed as rcprcfcntaiives of the Di- . 
vinity ; whereas, during the reign of the gods, 
the rcprefcntativcs were iwthing better than ftoncs, 
ftatucs, with divers other brute and innnimntc ob- 
jcvI^H which fcrvcd to call to mind the invifibje 
monarch, whofc niiniflcrs were the pricHs. 

Si'T in ord«r to tlucidntc the diftinclion made 
In the annals between thcfe two Ia(r epochs, it 
may be afleitcd, that fcvcial £[cneratioi:s were de- 
-fccndcd from thofc dcmi-gods, wliolc reign was 
extended all over the earth, under the tide </, thr 
Race of Godsi which thcv had inherited from 
ihr-ir fird oii^^la ; aad tha: in proccf^ of time, tlvcfj: 

divine 
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divine races becoming extinct, their places were 
filled by other kings of lefs elevated birth^ that is^ 
meer mortalsy without any heavenly mixture. 

Be that as it may» it is, however, apparent, 
that thefe two epochs have been often confounded, 
and never had but a vague and undetermined dif- 
crimination, becaufe the times whereby mytholo- 
gy is diflinguiflied from hiftory, are very vague 
and very uncertain. It is the uncertainty which 
mankind has laboured under in regard to the juft- 
ly determining fuch limitations, that, in all pro- 
bability, hath intruded into the number of the 
kings of China, of Egypt, of Greece, of Italy, 
as well as of many other nations, and even of the 
Jews, a crowd of perfonages, whofe fabulous hif- 
tory fccms to make them belong to the mythology 
of the gods and dcmi*gods. 

The government of the monarch-deity, and 
the revolution which happened in the theocratic 
adminiftration, is covered over with a profound 
darknefs amongft all the nations^ except the Uc* 
brews alone, in confcquence of their having been 
enriched with the fpoils of Egypt, where we can 
difcover many traces of their change, of the caufcs 
by which it was produced, and of its confeqiicnces 



in regard to the world in general. 
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When Samuel was become old *, his tN^^o fons, 
the one called Joel, the Strong God, the other, 
Noah, the Father God, were guilty of many cx- 
rclFcs, and governed Ifracl in fotyrannical a maimer, 
that the people being provoked to an infurreAion, 
the elders afTcmblcd, and {i:M a deputation to Sa- 
muel, to lay before him their heavy complaint?, 
and to demand of him, in the name of the people, 
a king that might govern' them, might judge them, 
and march at the head of their armies. Samuel 
tl;ou^ht it incumbent upon him to rcprefent to 
them, that, by fuch a mcafure, they would hc 
plunged into a more cruel thraldom : " The king 
whom ye demand, (faid he) will carry off your chil- 
dren to make them his menial officers and eunuchs* 
He will load you with heavy burdens : he will 
oblige you to cultivate his fields, to gather in his 
'har\'efV, to 'fabricate arms for him, to work at 
making utenfils, and to'procurc him all the fupcr** 
fluities of life. Th2 king yc demand will fclzc 
upon your Rclds, your olive trees, and your vines, 
to fatisfy his own avarice, and that of his minif- 
tcrs. Your flocks will be his, all yoii podcfs will 
be his, and yourfelves will be hcnceforwarJs his 

flaves.** 

Z Such 






* JC/v^/, chap, viL 
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Such was Samuel's celebrated reply upon fo 

memorable an occafioji, and upon which fo many 

comments have been Ance made. Flattery and 

mcannefs have therein found an ample fpacc to 

' pay their court to tyranny. Superflition therein 

contemplated a fubjc£l worthy of her mydical re- 
veries I but the fpirit of Theocracy, by which it 
' had been dictated, was unknown to all. Samuel, 

in delivering his anfwer, did not attend to the vaft 
difference there was between the new government 
the people were defirous of having, and that which 
it wanted to quit. 

As the former fliape of government, fwayeJ by 
the orders of the monarch deity, had been a reign 
during which it was imagined that there exiftcd 
\ i nothing intermediate between God and the people, 

, that the monarch was all, and the fubjc£l was no- 

thing ; fo Samuel, full of thofc deceitful princi- 
I pies, fpoke to the people allufively thereto, apply- 

, ing to the man-monarch whom they wanted, all 

i the ideas annexed to the power and fupremc autho- 

rity of the monarch-deity. Even the very people 
paid no attention thereto, and without being feared 
at the odious picture which Samuel had exhibited 
to them, of the chief they wanted, " No mat- 
ter (the people cried) wc muft have a king to 

march 
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march before us, and whom we may fee combat* 
ing at the head of our armies/' 

Ik order to unfold the motives of this extraor- 
dinary conduA of Samuel and his people, and pre- 
vent the reader^s being imbibed with ideas, that 
there had been nation:^, which voluntarily, and of 
their own free choice, fubmitted themfclvcs to fla* 
very, it is neccdliry to recall here what I have ad- 
vanced in the preceding part of this work, that 
mankind, by rejecling the miniftry of the prieft- 
hood, did not for that renounce the plan of theo*. 
cratic government, in which the monarch-deity 
was rcprcfcnted by fymbols. The people only 
chunked the fymboL and inftcad of the fcveral 
mute or inanimate figures, confultcd in that time, 
and of which the prieflhood made fo great an a- 
bufo) by making them fpcak according to their 
own intcrcil, it was deemed more expedient to 
have an active and living fymbbl, who, perfonally 
endowed with the organs of fpeech, might make 
known, in a fliorter and more dirtA manner^ the 
orders of the monarch-dcitv. 

Thefefore the firft cleAion of kings, was 
imt, ftridly fpcaking, an election, but a reform 
in the theocracy, and in the image of the divinity. 

Z 2 The 
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The fiift man on \^huin the people conferred the 
honour of being the image, they confidercd as 
nothing : their imagination and thoughts were al- 
ways fixed upon the fupreme and invifible mo- 
narch ; and mankind being fo fafcinated with their 
old prejudices, never dreamed of forming a parti- 
cular treaty, or of propofing relative conditions to 
one of their late equals, elevated by this revolu<* 
lion into the mailer of fociety. 

The people did not then forcfce, that by thus 
taking a mortal to reprefent the Divinit}', without 
fubmitting him to the public reafon, that is, to the 
general fcnfc, and to the common laws of fociety, 
it was giving thcmfelvcs a tyrant. And they did 
not reflect, that althoui^h fuch a mortal was look- 
ed upon as the emblem of the deity, that was no 
reafon why the fupreme Being fhould be confound* 
cd with its frail reprcfentative. 

So many abfurd miflakos, ever caufcd by fuper- 
ftition, and a being forgetful of reafon, have, as 
may be already perceived, been the fource of a 
thoufand evils. 

In the preceding theocracies, the nations were 
already become idolatrous, bccaufc they treated the 

deity 
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Jcity as a man ; wc ihall foon ice them dwindle 
into flavtry in this new theocracy, becaufe thcjr 
treated man as a deity. 

Society having thus refolved to behold their 
monarch rcprefentcd amongft them by a mortal^ 
the grcatcft part was guided by no other precau- 
tion, but to make choice of the tailed and the 
handfomeft man. Saul was taller by the head 
than all Ifracl * aflcmblcd at Mafpha. The Scy- 
thians and Indians, anticnt authors fay f, made 
choice for their king, of that man whofe figure 
was the talleft and the moil elc<rant. Thus have 
mod nations of the world continued to aS for a 
long time. They had a greater regard for the 
qualities of the body, than of the mind, becaufc 
all that was wanted in thofe firft ele^ions, was to 
behold the Divinity under an appearance corrcf- 
pondent with the idea which they had formed 
thereof; and, as for the conducting of govern- 
ment, the peoples reliance was much lefs on the 
reprefcntative, than upon the inviflblc monarch* 
Kings, thofe haughty images of the Divinity, 

were. 
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were, according to their true origin, nothing more 
in the eyes and fenfe of the people, than what 
had been, before them, the flone3, idols, oxen, 
coffers, cfiecmcd to have been, in a like manner, 
the refidence and fymbols of the monarch^deity. 

. The Hebrews had no fooncr taken unto them 

I a ^>r>g, til ui they negledcd their myfterious ark, 

wikich bjlore, during the theocracy, had always 
been carried at the head of Ifrael, as the trium- 
phal car and the refidence of the monarch-deity fo 
often called, the god of battU. The taking of the 
ark by the Philidines mud have proved a grnting 
drcumdancc to the Ifraclitcs, who before that 
difgraceful accident, had thought it to be invin- 
* '■ csble. So (hameful an event iriufl:, no doubt, 

have greatly contributed to make them JiTirous of 

having an a£tlve and living (yn^bol to be at the 

bead 6f their armies ; bccaufc, ever fmce they 

.' had one of this fort, the other was rendcrc^d ufc- 

! lefs and never marched forth again. It is very 

probable, the like happened every where, and all 

the nations ima^^ii^cd, with a like fimplicity, that 

^ the monarch-dcitv revealed his will to his livinit 

fymbr»h, as he bad formerly revealed them to the 
mute and inanimate fvmbols of the theocracy that 
had procedrd. Mankind was not altogether funk 

« 
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The origin or DESPOTISM. 175 

into fuch ail abject ftate of imbccllit)^ as to be*! 

licvc, that a common mortal could be invcfted* 

with the grand privilege ; wherefore^ as means 

had been formerly imagined of conferring fucfa a 

virtue on the ancient fymbols, the fame were now 

pra£llfcd in regard to the new. The fame ce/c- 

monial of a)nfecration was made ufe of»' and; 

kijigs were annointed, bccaufe fioocs had been. 

anointed before them, l^hrough this expediency: 

the new and the old fymbols were put upon an^ 

equal footing, and every thing fccmed to be in: 

right order. The human fymbol, become capable* 

of infpiration, was likcwife changed in the opinion; 

of the people, and greatly enhanced thereby* 

Saul was wo fooner confecrated (as the Bible > 
tells us) than he was fci/.ed with the fpirit of the. 
Deity and prophccied. All the ceremonial of: 
confecrating a king is derived from no other fourcc 
but from this abfurd and idolatrous one. This 
commui.ication of the fpirit from. above with the: 
monarch below, is even now amongft all the na«. 
tions one of the points efTential to a royal inau- 
guration, changing the elc£led fubjeift into a new' 
man, or making him to believe that he is no 
longer the fame man. A cui}«m fomcwhat ana» 

lo;^oii5- 
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logous to this prevails even among the favages * 
of America^ to wit, their priefts blow up into the 
nodrils of a new chief a myftical fmokc, faying 
to them, *^ Receive the fpirit of courage/* 

, By this enumeration of fo many extravagancies 
heaped one upon another, it is now aAually more 
than proved, that into this new kind of govern* 
mcnt which they had adopted, mankind intro- 
duced their anticnt chimeras of the heavenly 
leign, which had produced tlie antecedent theo- 
cracies. Being feduccd by the ftrength of their 
imagination, and corrupted by the prejudices tranf- 
mitted to them from their anaftors, mankind 
continued in an oblivion of being upon earth, and 
of having a rcafon that ought to be cfleemed as the 
conilant guide, and the firft counfcllor in all 
things, fo by giving themfelves up without re- 
ferve, to an abfurd and criminal fupcrAition, they 
blindly fubjc<Sled themfelves to tjrants, as tiic v had 
heSore to prlcAs. They obftinately !« ii. .' ^ m 
the foolifh notion, that both the one niul li.' • ...rt, 
the old and the new fymbols, governed th'^ wctid 
but by virtue of infpirations and revelations from- 

heaven. 

Thb 
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The firft elcAIon of kings could not have been 
carried on in theocratic focieties, without exciting 
therein great commotion and 'tumult» as well as 
diiTcniion between the priefts, who looked u{K>n 
thcinfclves as dethroned by Aich an attempt, the 
people's chafing a new mafler. It was the bufinels 
of the priefthood to make the caufe of the monarch* 
deity highly intereded therein ; and that the elec- 
tion of a king, in regard to him, or rather the 
priefthood, was a rebellion and an Idolatry. . What 
an inexhauftible fource of jpretexts to torment man* 
kind withal. "' 

It . is hence evident, that the facerdotal order 
was the chief opponent to the forming of new em- 
pires ; and, from the period of time~ alluded to 
here, even down to our days : the two fupreme 
dignities have been dways fcen in oppofition to 
each other; ever actuated by a reciprocal antipa- 
thy. " They have been ftruggling and contefting 
with each Other for the primacy, alternately prc- 
fcribing to each other ideal boundaries and 
limitations, upon which both have alternately 
encroached, according as abetted and encouraged 
by the nations as yet undetermined^ fome through 
fuperftition, others through the progrefs which 
knowledge had made amongft them« 

A a It 
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It would, no doubt, proyc very intcrcfting, to 
compile a hiftory, yrhich, {t is to be hoped, wilt 
be one day executed, wherein the progrcfs of thefc 
two rival powers may be difplayed, accompanied 
with appof^te remarks on their mutual lofTes and 
advantages, which keep a due proportion with the 
gradual improvements of the nations where they 
happened, efpecially in our climate ; whence, by 
a fpeciaJ energy of the foil, the Afiatic fuperfli- 
tion$. which had been wafted thither, have been 
gradually driven back, to make room, for the re- 
appearance of reafon and her peaceful (way. . 

The antient fymbols of ftoneand metal, which 
an habitual refped fufFcreJ to fubfiil, although they 
{l>ovld have been deAroyed from thcn}< mcnt kings 
.were fubftituted ii> their. place, were left under the 
direction of the prieAs, whofe principal occupa- 
tion then became to avail themfelves of fuch fym- 
bold, in. the bed manner they could, and encjea- 
your to lure to them, jby a religious v^orihip, the 
people that were fo po^verfully attrafied from them 
towards another object* • 

- .... 

In the beginning of royalty, this diver|;.ofi.m.uft 

have been confiderable ; becaule, during ten years, 

the ark of AI]ia;icq was jodgcd in a barn, and, as 

ic 
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It were, forfakcn by the people of Ifrael ; but, at 
length, the antient veneration was revived; the 
irregularities of the fovcreigns diminiflied the peo* 
pies aiFc^lion for the throne. Mankind bad re- 
courfe to altars and oracles ; they reftored to the 
priefthood almoft their entire primitive authority. 
The priefts domineered over the kings themfelves. 
The fymbols of ftonc ifiued their commands to the 
animated fymbols; the conftitution of the ftate 
was rendered twofold and uncertain ♦• The re- 

A a 2 formation 



* A thovfand proofs migk be alUdged that thi 
Jiwljh govirnmcnt tuns always a very capricious omi 
for^ when unler the jui^es^ as well as under the 
kin^Sy they often locked up to Sody as their only true 
monarch. Tiey hady mor cover ^ a crowd of prophets 
and i nfpir id folks y that pufljed forwards boldly to dic^- 
tate to their kings the edi^s of the deity ^ and arrogant" 
ly to prefcribi to them the contluSl they Jbould follow^ 
as well in peace as in war. There is a paffage worth 
being remarkedy of a prophet^ who announced to the 
Jews their going to be fubjeSied to Sefac^ king of 
Egypt. •* TJtfx, faid he to thenty ye will know the 
difference there is between my yoke and that of the 
kings of the earth** Diftantiam fervitutis mes, 
& fervitutis regni terrarum* This menace^ boxu^ 
every was made under the reign of the kings of Juday 

and 
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/ormatior«9 \/:iwh the priells imagined they had cf- 
icauatcd in their anticnt gOicrnmcnt, contributed 
only to bring on a junAion bet^*:rn ihc civil and 
the facred theocr;!cy ; that is, to rendet man- 
kind moft unhappy, by doubling their ch::ins, and 
multiplying their tyrants wiih their prqudices. 

We have, in the preceding part of this work, 
difplayed the fpirit of the admlniftration of the 
priefthood ; therefore we think it not improper to 
give a flcetch of the condufl followed by kings 
feated at the head of fociety. 

A MORTAL 



and of the princes of the houfe of David. Par ah c, 
xii. 

Tlieri mujl have been a private political f^em (of 
which we are ignorant) in the condu^ of the Hebrew 
princes^ for a£ting as they did^ in regard to the idols* 
It is not at all improbable^ that their intent wasy by 
raifmg fo many inels^ to divide the religion of the 
people^ andfo to diminijh the authority of the priefls, 
Henci arofe thefchifnty or the feparation of the kings 
of Ifraelj who declined having an alliance with jferu" 
falmy where the temple was the Jirong hold of tht 
prieflhoody and where the priefls were always fur^ 
they ftxvldget the better of the civil power ^ 
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A MORTAL' being, when become fo great as to 
be revered as the reprefcntative of the Divinity, 
and rendered fo powerful, as to aA, will, and 
command as fovereignly as what was typified, foon 
funk uni*cr a weight he was unequal to ; and that 
was never intended for his weak fiioulders to car* 
ry. The illufion he was thrown into by his dig- 
nity, blinded him from feeing what there was in 
it really great and really true j the rays of the fu- 
premc Being, with which his diadem were adoni- 
cd, dazzled him to fuch a degree, that he no longer 
could fee the human fpedes or himfclf. No longer 
mankind was led by the voice of public rcafon; it 
beheld in him not a common mortal, but a living 
idol, infpircd by heaven. The very fentiment alone 
of his dignity, that fhould have di£htcd to him 
equity, mildncfs, and moderation, was what, thro* 
his erroneous conception of things, impelled him 
to all the contrary vices. A man, fo fituatcd, 
fliould often enter into himfelf ; but every thing 
around, on the contrary, called him conflantly a-* 
broad, and detained him in |)erpetual avocations 
from himfclf. In fad, how could one fo elevated 
retain a proper feeling, and a due knowledge of 
himf(;lf. He was decorated with all the titles due 
to the fupreme Being. They had been conferred a!- 
fp before him upon an Adonis, an Ofu^is, and up* 

on 
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on the other emblems of the Divinity. All the 
ceremonial due to tha monarch-deity, was per- 
formed to the monarch man. He was adored equal 
to that Being, of which, in his turn, he was be- 
come the reprefcntativc. He was, like unto him> 
held as infallible. All the univcrfe was indebted 
to him, he 6wcd nothing to the univcrfe. His 
mandates, his will, his capricious whim, were 
fublimed into cdi&s from heaven. His cruelty, 
his ferocity, were rcfpe£ted as judgments from a- 
bovc, in which fociety was humbly to acquicfcc. 
In fine, this living emblem of the Divinity, ex** 
cecded, in every point, the frightful picture given 
by Samuel of the future condu£l of kings. 

Such has been the fyftcm of government fol- 
lowed by all the fovereigns of Afia, ever fmce we 
have had any biftorical knowledge of them. 

The antient prejudices, from which Defpotifin 
fprang, fubfifting there ftill, perpetuate it. The 
people of thefe regions, feem always to fay, as 
the Ifraelites did, *< No matter, we will hav« 
kings I** that is, living fymbols and gods, whom 
we may hear and fee at the head of our army. 

All 
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All the difaftcrs caufcd upon this earth by fuch 
a government) are too wcU. known to need our 
entering here into a long dctaH thereof. Every 
fagacious reader may call them to mind, and re^ * 

cognize therein a long chain of event) and ex* i 

rours, whence have been derived all the falfe prin^ 
ciples, by which mankind hath always been con«- 
du£lcd and governed. 

In order to keep heaven in view, men plunged 
themfclves into profound ab}'fles ; and, by a con* 
tinued reliance on a chimerical revelation, they 
loft the ufe of their reafon. Religion and govern- 
ment degenerated into the monfters that gave birth 
to idolatry and Dcfpotifm, whofe affinity is lb 
dofely cemented, that, in reality, they are but 
one and the lame thing. 

These arc the bitter fruits of the iublime ideas 

derived from theocracy ; fuch arc the numberlefs 

calamities which will be produced to the end of 

time by adminiftrations civil or religious, that 

may hereafter 2Sc€t the reign of heaven upon 

earth*. ^ 

But I 

* Although the monanbus now ejiahlijhii In Eu^ 
ropt be entire ftrangert U tU fpirit ef this dnnura^ 

flfouU 
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But that we may fet in a clear light alt thofc 
aflonifhing difcoveries, and cftablifh thofc great 
truths which had not been hitherto as much as 
furmizcd, let us take a review of the empires^ and 
Ycflc^l upon the ceremonial and principal ufages of 
defpotic fovefeigns, we (Hall trace therein all the 
antient cufloms, and all the a(5luating principles 
of the antient theocracies, which will be tanta- 
mount to an imprcifion of the fcal of evidence in 
behalf of thcfe new annals of the human race. 



JhmU we J hTwevcTy defcry fome tenets that feem to 
tend towards defpotiftn^ they only happen from this 
eanfey that amon^jl the polltUal holies contained 'in 
eachy there exiJIs one^ as yety merely theocraticaly which 
hath already hecuy now isy and ixsill nicejjarily Jjere^ 
after he the fcourge or the perverter of thofe vcrymo^ 
narclicsy if it be not compelled one day to change both 
:ts nature and frtncrfles. 
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SECTION XIII. 

The theocratic ufages arc prtftrvtd in civil 

Jcfpotifm. 

THE oriental fovcreigns put us in mind 
of the great judge whom the people had 
chofcn for their monarch, either thro' their invifi- 
bility, or thro' the cuftom they were bred up \n^ 
never to (hew themfelves to their AiljeAs, but on 
certain hours, days, and other regulated periods. 

The cmi>cror of the Mogul-territory ♦ ihews 
himfclf twice a day at a window that looks to* 
wards the Eaft. This imperial appearance is 
made night and morning. • The grandees take care 
to be at thofc hours in the area before the palace, 
where they lie proilrate as long as the prince re- 
mains vifible ; and the people which run toge- 
ther in crowds, to fee their monarch, are fo ac- 
cuftomcd to thefe regular viftts, that, notwithfbmd- 
ing their fovereign's defpotifm, an infurreftioii 
would be the confequence, as we art informed 
by travellers, if he were to omit this folemn 

prafiice, 

B b And 

♦ See the General Hijiory cf Voyages^ in 1 2«#, 

r;/. 37. 
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And the like cuftom was obferved in Japan *, 
in the time when the fovtrcign pontif of that 
country enjoyed as yet the entire pofTefTion of the 
theocratic power, from which the temporal autho- 
rity hath been fmce divorced. This great pontif 
is called D/iiri ; fays he is the fon of heaven, and 
pretends to be dcfcendcd in a dire£b line from the 
. jace of gods, who had formerly reigned in Japan, 
as had been reported of every other nation. At 
the thne when the Dairi were folcly vefted with 
the double authority, he is faid to have been un- 
' ^ der a like obligation to that above-mentioned, of 

fhcwing himfelf every mornmg, and of appearing 
fcatcd on his throne before the afTcmbled people. 
Every perfon obferved him with attention, ftriiSly 
watching each gefturd, and his minuted move- 

^ ments ; whence prognoftications were formed, whe- 

ther the day (hould be lucky, or the reverfe. Ac- 
cording to the feafon of the year, and the circum- 
fiance of the time, his feveral movements were 
/ deemed as fo many foretellers, either of a plenti- 

! fuly or a barren year, of peace, or of war. The 

fharp^-iighted of thofe days would pretend to de- 
fcry theirein plagues, conflagrations, and earth- 

t .quakes; 



* Rclig. Ctrc?n, voU 6. 
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quakes ; as if this pontif had been another JupU 
tcr, from the moving of whofe brows a convul* 
fion of the univcrfe was to be feared. 

Travellers faw nothing but objedls of ridi- 
cule in ail chofc cuftoms : but for my part, I therein 
recognize the antient nations under the fubje^on 
of theocracy, ailembling before the emblem of the 
monarch-deity, to offer up their homage night and 
morning. I alfo therein recognize the Egyptians, 
the Greeks, cr«d the Romans, who hailed the 
deities at the return of each Aurora. I therein 
Anally rLCoi^nizc the Magi, and all the antient 
worfliippvTs of fire, whofe pradice it was to fa- 
•lutc the rifmg fun, and confult him upon the 
fortune of the day, and all future events. 

The anxiety with which the antient nations 
were wont to go and confult the rifrng -fun, as 
one of the prophets reproaches it to the Ifraelites, 
among whom alfo faid cudom prevailed, was a con- 
fequcnce of the dogms of the end of .the world, 
and of the arrival of the great judge, which 
ftruck many with a fear lefl: the fun which had fet 
tlic evening before fhould not rife the next morn- 
ing; and made others eager to fee the mar- 
vellous day of the great judge blaze forth with 
;he rifmg fun. * 

B b 2. Tinr 
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The inhabitants of certain iflands * keep up to 
this day the ancient cudom of adoration at the dawn 
of day9 and at the fctting of the fun. if during their 
orifons this luminous body is ovcrcaft with clouds 
and fogs, it is to them a fign of his being irritated. 
They return to their houfes in fadncfs, there to 
appeafc their idols ; they then revive the remem* 
brance of that period ; when the fun having had 
(as is reported among them) a violent quarrel 
with the moon ; infinite difturbonces and dread- 
ful commotions were caufed in the heavens, on 
the earth, and in the fea : which is a new proof 
that the worfliip of the fun in thofe iflands, and 
in other parts of the world, is one of the antient 
abufes fprung from the ufagcs cAabliihed to com« 
memorate the revolutions of nature. 

Among the Hebrews, who fo often gave them- 
felves up to idolatry, every week was a period, of 
which both the beginning and the end was to 
be obfervod by ceremonies pretty near refembling 
to, and not a little analogous with thofe pra£lifcd 
in all the other nations. The fire was extin- 
guiihed in their houfes, and relumed on each 

fevcnth 



^ (UhbeSy in the Indian ocean. 
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icventh day. It was cxttnguUhcd and relumed at 
Rome, in the month of March ; that is, at the 
renovation of the civil years ; and the like was 
obfcrvCil among the Mexicans at the renovation 
of the weeks of years. 

All the v/orfliippcrs of the fun likewife prac- 
tlfeJ thefe periodical extin£tions of the facrcd fire 
which were no more than a cuftom relative to the 
expectation of the end of the world, and of the 
extin£lion of the fun, at the end of the pcrL^. 
Thcfc difFerent ufages are fufficient evidences that 
amongft the adorers of Are, this element had been 
primitively but the fymbol of the life of the 
world. 

On every feventh day it was a cuftom among 
the Hebrews to open ♦ the eaftern gate of the 
temple, and to fmg on that day, AtioUite poriasy tf 
iniroiblt rex gloria f, which proves, that they alfo 
cxpcfted the great judge at each feptenary rota- 
tion of days to come from the fide of the cad, and 
that thefe words, which are now applied by papifts, i 

to the Mcifiah, not without fome degree of im- j 

propriety, as well as the opening of the tcm* 

pie, 

* Ezcklcly xlvi, !• •\ Pfalm xxiii. 
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pie) were relative only to the univcrfal chimcr;^ 
that had been adopted by almoft every nation. 

As the Hebrews probably imagincd,that their deity 
cams down on that ilay to rcfiJc in his ninfluarvj 
inan.'-i.^ "T* :ial 'v.rnncrihan ufunl on t^.c- othcn, 
tiicir pri; cc then rtttcnc!* J, to pnv ''• aJ<u«'aion to 
him on the thrcHiolvi of tiv.^ cPoif^ ;..ur, ar.J (he 
peopky in crowds, kept v.:Jio« v ; ail cj\iijncc to 
the temple being forbid, Tlit faMv: ' »'.cn:ony was 
alfo obfe'Vcd at the return of every i\,l\ moon*. 
It is now unncccflary to point out the affinity be- 
tween this ceremony, and that praAifcd In the 
Mogul's country, and in Japan. 

The dcfpots of Ethiopia make their public .ap- 
pearances left frequently. They go out of their pa- 
lace but four times in the year, and the exhibition 
of them to the public is behind a veil. Thus they 
appear on all great days, and thus they pronounce 
their edicts or deliver oracles* 

The Ethiopians, like to all the other nations 
of the world, had not always made choice of a 

man 
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man to reprefent the fuprcme Being. Plutarch 
informs us of a people in thofc regions that con- 
ferred the royal dignity on a dog, adored him at a 
deity, and appointed men to a£l as his officers and 
minidcrs. Strabo tells us, there was a time when 
the only kings in that part of the world, were the 
pricfts ; which tradition will help more to prove 
their antiquity, than the wifdom of fuCh nations^ 
but indeed givcth us a fatisfaclory fketch of the 
various progrefs of the theocratic fway. The 
fame author unfoldcth alfo * to us what were the 
confequcnccs ; when he relates in another part of 
his work, that in his time Ethiopia was governed 
T)y kings, whom their fubje£ls adored as gods ; 
that they never appeared In public, in order to keep 
up the people's veneration. 

All the antient hiilorians have tranfmitted to 
us funilar accounts refpectively of the kings of Af- 
fyria, of Babylon, of Pcrfia, of Media. Death 
was the confcqucncc of appearing before any of 
thofe princes. The beautiful Hefter had like to 
-pay dear for prcfcnting hcrfclf before Ahafuerus of 
her own accord : becaufe the king, no more than 
the deity, could be fcen without incurring the pain 
of death. Therefore it was, that at certain times 
only, thofe antient dcfpots went forth from their 

inac- 
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inacccnible. palaces, to be ken by the people, 
whofe duty it was to lie proftratc before, and pay 
adoration to them *• 

Thus, four times a year, the Apachalitcs, the 
inhabitants of Florida, and worfliippers of the 
fun, go in pilgrimage to mount Olagmi, to pay 
adoration to him, at his arrival to each of the four 
fcafons. This worfliip amongft them was found- 
ed on the remembrance of the difaflcrs f that had 
happened to the world. Their report is, tliat the 
fun having formerly fufpended his courfc, the waters 
of the great lake Thcmi overflowed, and covered 
all the mountains except mount Olagmi, which 

, the fun fparcd on account of his temple fltuated 

thereupon ; and, that they, in memorial of faid 

; gr:iiid event, as well as to remind them of their 

anceflors, who had taken rctugc there, reforted 

four times a year to that place, to give public tcf- 

timony of their never-ending acknowlcdgcmcixt to 

., the fun* It is cuilomary, on that day, to give 

I their 



* 77;/ rca^ft' way lonfuli the Grecian hijlory on the 
eeremomes ohferz'cd ct the courts of tie Perjian and 
JJJxrian vionnrcls. 

t iJ^/rj. Caem. vol, 7. 
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> 

their liberty to flx birds *; an allegorical u(agc, * 

alluding to the aiitient deliverance. The feftival 

is concluded with a procciEon of boughs, with ' 

fjiorts, fcaftings, and dances. And in a kindred i 

manner Lucian tells us, that once a year, in the . j 

temple of tlie goddcfs of Syria, a man afcendcd 

to the top of an high tower, whereon he remained 

fcvcn days, without eating, drinking, or deeping, 

as a commemorative a<Sl for the fafety fouhd on 

the high places, and of mankind's wretched Atua* 

tion after the deluge. 

Thess appearances in public by the monarchs, 
thcfc vifitations, and pilgrimages regulated each 
year, by the four feafons, had all one' common 
origin, and have been ufages praclifed in ahnofi: 
every age. In Europe, the popifli countries arc 
very obfcrvant of their quatn temps^ accompanied 
with fadings and proceflions } yet, the ignorance 
13 general, that they are derived from the BaC'^ 
ckvuiiia of the four feafons ; by which in remote 
antiquity were only meant fcflivals of mourning 

C c and 



i . 



* Tn:en the French monarchs fnier ku the church ; 
cf Notre Damty in Paris^ fever al hirdi an there 

njlored to their liberty^ xuhich had been brought thi* \ f v 

t her far that pur p of e in ca^es* \. 
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and foiTOW» which bad been efiabliflicd as com* 
jnemorative of the end of the antient world ; 
which the end of each feafon recalled to their re- 
membrance. The term Bacchamllaj which fig* 
nifiesi Lamentation *^ is a proof irrefragable. 

The four grand annual fcftivals of almoft all 
the nations of the world, and the four Lents, ad- 
hered to by certain chriftian fe£ls, have a glaring 
origin, which all the world knows ; and have alfo 
an obfcure one, which may be traced upwards to 
the primitive inflitutions of the renovated earth. 

In the kingdom of Siam t> the fovereign goes 
out of his fcraglio but once a year, and then not 
in the intent of (hewing bimfclf to his people, 
but of their fleeing away from him ; wherever he 
appears, thence every perfon muft fly with all 
pofiible fpeed, or throw themfelves proftratc on 
the earth, in order not to fee him. This terrible 
prince is fubfiituted to his fubjeds inftead of the 
antient myfterious coffers, and the arks^ the pre- 
tended rcftdence of the divinity. 

In 



• Hijhry of hcavetiy voL i. f Reltg* 
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In the Greek and Egyptitn fcftivals of I/is and 
Ceres, and thofe of the Gauls in the harveft time, 
as well as of the Hebrews, thefe coffers, portative 
{hrincs, or arks, were carried in a proceiRonal 
triumph, on certain occafions. According to 
the elbbliihed ufage in fome places the people 
were to flee from them, hide themfelves, •r turn 
their eyes another way ; in other places, even to 
touch them was followed by immediate extermi* 
nation. 

Th£ monarch of Siam confldered as to his 
origin, appears to be no more than the fubfiitute 
of the tremendous coffer, and the fymbolical god- 
head of the thcocracv ; but this matter will be fct 
before us in a ftill clearer light, when we know 
that the people are kept in ignorance of their fo« 
vereign's name, which is concealed as a myftery 
from them ; and if any of them fhould chance to 
jearn it, they are penally forbid to utter it *« 

Behold then at laft traveftecd in Slam the for- 
midable Jehovah and Ve-jovis f of the Hebrews, 
and of the Romans, thofe cruel, jealous and vin- 

di^ive divinities, to which thofe nations ever 

Cc 2 pc- 
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penetrated with fear at the very thought of them, 
offered up victims and incenfc, in order to depre- 
cate their wrathful godlhips froin doing thcin any 
injury ; nor would they dare to pronuunco tlieir 
divine names, they being looked on as capable of 
replunging nature into its primitive chaos. 

At Jerufalem, as well as at Siam, the palace 
of the monarch-deity, that is, the fanAu::ry, was 
opened but once a year, and the tremendous Je- 
hovah was rendered acccflibic but at the renova- 
tion of the civil year. It was on that celebrated 
day, called, the day of expi/itsoff^ and which the 
prieft looked upon as big with danger for himfelf. 
On that day the devotees played a thoufand foolifh 
pranks explicable only by the expedation of the 
end of the world. Then the pontif entered into 
the Holy of Holies ! There all trembling with the 
fear of immediate death, in confequence, he let 
efcapc from his quivering lips, and in a low voice, 
that no body might hear him, the tremendous 
name of the god of terrour, whom the people 
had chofen to be their monarch. 

In refemblance thereto the chief prieft of Mi- 
nerva went into her temple but once a year. Wc 
are informed by Lucan of an ufage fomcwhat fi- 

milar 
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milar, and the fame kind of tcrrour obfcrvcJ in 
a confccratcd foreft in the neighbourhood of IVLir* 
fciilcs* 



{. 



It is proper to obfcrvc here, that this horrid 
doclrinc, whofe purport' fcems to be the transfor- 
mation of kings into demons, and to keep their 
names unknown, fllll prcvaib in the greateft 
part of Afia. For there are never to be fcen, as 
is the cuftom in Europe, the names of their mo- 
narchs prefixed to public ordinances or other edi&* 
Thcfc dcfpotic words are the only made ufe of •• 
^^ A mandate iflucd fi om the mouth of him, whom 
the univerfe ought to obey." This pride, how- 
ever abfurd and ridiculous, muft be of very an- 
tient date, flnce its origin is derived from theo- 
cracy, and has been probably the caufc why the 
Grecian writers were fo unacquainted with the 
eadcrn monarchs, 

Thr oracle of Dclphos, in the carlicft time he 
is mentioned by the Greeks, made Apollo fpeak 
but once a year, and that on the day in which 
this monarch was born, and in the fprlng. . The 
Japanefe are in a like notion, that once a year the 

the 
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the gods dcfccnd upon earth in an invifible manner, 
and rcfKiC during a month in the palace to infpirc 
and inftruft him. The voyage which ufed to be 
made annually by all the divinities of Afia into 
Ethiopia, to commemorate the war of the Ty- 
phons and the giants, is famous in the hidor}' of 
religion. 

The laft month of our (the chriftian) year is 
called thi moftth of tl.c advent^ that is, the fj:c:ith of 
the arrival \ and the renewal of the folar courfc, 
in which we celebrate the birth of the mciTiah of 
the Jews, and of the ftar of Jacob. The ko- 
mans celebrated, in tlie fame time of the year, the 
birth of the invifiblc Mytras *. The three maiTes 
faid by each pricft, in popifli countries, on Chrift* 
mas-night, fccm to have fome a'fHnity with the 
three altars on which the Romans facriiice in the 
night of the fccular games, at the commencement 
of each ccnturv. 

The univerfality of thefe images, notwith(land« 
ing the diverfity of motives alledged by the people 
of different nations and diiierent religions, is an 
irrefiAiblc proof that all thcfe manifcdations of 

the 

% 

* The Sun. 
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the gods, of kings and of oracles, in the begin- 
ning or at the end of years, had originally nothing 
elfe in view but the dogms of the defccnt of the 
great judge, and of the laft judgment at x)\c end 
of the periods* Hence we can eafdy conceive 
that univerfality of errour with which the world 
was overflowed. 



SECTION XIV. 



77;/ fiquel of the fame fuhjiSl. 

TH E king of Arrakan fhews himfclf, as 
Gautier Schouten informs us, but once in 
five years, at the full moon of the laft montli of 
the folar year, and then the natives only are per- 
mitted to look on him. By all we have hitherto 
fcen, the kings are under an obligation of mak- 
ing fuch public appearances. In this country it 
is the king that obliges his fubje&s to flock to the 
capital *, from all parts of the kingdom, there 
to recogni'^e their monarch. It is amazing to fee 
the prodigious multitudes that come together on 
that occafion. In a like manner the Hebrews 

crowded 
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crowded to their yearly pafchal, which they were 
•under a ncccffity of celebrating at Jerufalem. The 
inaj""'^^'^^^ w*^^^ which the king of Arrakan ap- 
pears before his people, is unequalled ; the appa- 
ratus of the pomp, and of the prince's proceHion 
exceed the j>ower of defcription. The travellers- 
have al! omitted in their narratives to enter into 
an explanation of the inoft inftru^Slive part, fincc 
they have not unfolded to us the meaning of the 
general diipofition of the fodival, and of all the 
fymbolical and allegorical obje^Ss exhibited on the 
occafion : very probably it efcaped their attention, 
they not being properly quillfied to make fuch a 
^iicovery, and to which they could get no infight 
'from the people, who are, perhaps, in the grofleft 
i'^norancc as to this matter ; which, indeed, is 
the cafe in all the nations, with rcfpcit vo their 
ufages derived from antiquity. How be it, thcTe 
real feftival days arc fpent in fpeftacles, fports, 
dancing) and mufical concerts. Thcfc arc no 
days of terrour," as in other nations, they arc 
days of glee and pleafurc, as were the days during 
the Saturnalia, celebrated by the Romans, at the 
recommencement both of their folar * and their 
civil year f. Wc (hall fee in another place what 

arc 

* //; Deccmler. f /;/ Alarch. 
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are the ilnotives why the fame oeremohy is an ob- 
ject of terrour in one place, and of rejoicing in 
nnothcr. 

These periods of five years were not unknown 
to the anticnts. It was at the expiration of that 
term the Romans praclifcd their general expiations, 
and ludrations; whence the name of Luftre, or 
the epithet of Ludral, was given to every fifth 
year. This was the term too when the enumera- 
tion of all the citizens was made : each perfon 
paid on that day a fmall tax^ and there remains- no 
room to doubt, from a thorough view of the ufages^ 
of thcfe fcdivals, that this tax was of a like nature 
with that paid every year by the Jews *, a kind of 
redemption*fces, through virtue of which they 
believed they ranfomcd their devoted heads from 
the wrath of divine judice, and from being a prey 
to the infernal powers at the end of all the periods ^ 
moft people then living in an imaginary dread of; 
fuch a menace. 

The Olympic games, of fo remote antiquity 
among the Greeks, that they know not the true 
epoch thereof, were celebrated by them ev^ry fourth 
year ; which period, in its origin, wai probably 
a fabbatic week of forty ^ninc months, as biith al* 

D d itady 

^ • ne half-JkiUi^ a Jewijb ain. 
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ready been fuggcflcd by Noel le Comtc, in his 
mythology. The Greeks had, befidcs their lilh- 
mian games, celebrated every five years ; the Py- 
thian every fe\xn ; and the Nemcan, at iirll every 
three, and afterwards every five ycaiis. On thefc 
public occafions there was always a prodigious 
concourfc of people in the towns confecrated for 
the folcmnization of thofc great days; for which 
the people prepared themfelvcs by different expia- 
tory ceremonies. All hoAilitics then ccafcd, that 
the people, united in harmony, might celebrate, 
without interruption^ the grand exploits of the 
gods : the Titans crufhed ; the defeat of the fcr- 
pent Pytho, and a great number of other allegori- 
cal anecdotes ; all which were commemorative of 
the eventful throes fuffercd by nature, at the time 
of the dcilru^lion, and re-edablifhment of the 
vrorld. Whoever takes his departure from this 
point of view, needs no key to lay open to him 
all the religious antiquities of Greece, on which 
curious fubje£l there have been already compiled 
fo many fruitless, commentaries. 

The Hebrews alfo, every three years, prac- 
tifed certain ufages, that could be derived from no 
Other fource. They had analms-giving, an extra- 
ordinary tithe to pay, to be diftributed to the Le- 
•.',. - -~ - vites. 
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vitcS) to the poor, to the orphans ; and, in re« 
compcncc for fuch good atflions, they prayed the 
Lord would blcfs the people^ and the land which 
he had given unto them *• 

The unanimity of all the nations to celebrate 
the commencement and the expiration of the pe- 
riods, by ufagcs all relative to the antient revolu* 
tions of the world, leadcth us here naturally to 
fay fomething on the jubilees of the Hebrews, in 
order to trace them upwards to their true fourcc, 
which has been concealed fo many centuries in the 
profoundeft obfcurity, and even from thcmfelves* 
This new proof of their errours muft open our 
eyes upon a multitude of others peculiar to them- 
fclvcs, but in all which mankind is greatly inte- 
Tcftcd, 

The principal fource of the errours of this na- 
tion, was their having forgot the language of their 
forefathers. The moft part of its fables and mif- 
takcs arife from the wrong interpretation of names, 
and of particularities that were in their primitive 
tradition y and what many will, no doubt, be fur- 
prized to learn is, that all the authors of certain 

D d 2 confecrated 

* Sii Diutififi. chap. vx. 
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confecrated writings, were ignorant of the He- 
brew tongue. But, to foften this paradox, I mufi; 
add, that thefe authors were ignorant of the He* 
brew tongue in the fame manner that we (the mo* 
dern French) are ignorant of that of our forefa- 
thers, the Gauls ; from which, however, it i^ in 
part derived. The Hebrews deceived thcmfclves 
in the very fame manner as we fhould be deceived 
in words made ufc of by the Gauls with French 
ones for the fame reafon of their having Tome con* 
fonance therewith. Another fource of the midakcs 
of the Hebrews, in regard to their Iangu;:gc^ is tQ 
be afcribed to their having been often a wandering 
people and tranfplantcd into foreign nations, 
whence, as appears by their hiftory, their primi- 
tive Hebrew was altered and corrupted by a mix- 
ture with all forts of idioms } and thro' fuch con- 
tinued deviations, they at laft explained a Chaldaic 
word by an Hebrew one, and a Hebrew word by 
one cither Perflan or Egyptian; and, in fine, 
Egyptian words were rendered by Hebrew, Per-* 
fian, or Chaldaic words. For example, the word 
Schabat, which can mean nothing elfe but Reno« 
vation, hath, in all their fcflivals and ufagcs, pro- 
duced a multitude of grofs mi (lakes, by their in- 
terpreting it Repofe i which erroneous fenfe led 
them quite aftray from, and made them overlook 

the 
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the meaning of their trauitions, and the priinitivo 
intention of their laws» and of their feftivals, all 
which bore this name. 

But here let us confmc our&tvcs to the jubi- 
lees celebrated every feven years, becaufc this fo* 
]emnlty was alfo called the feftival of the Schaba^ 
of the earth -, they imagined (when they had for« 
got the true fignification of this title} that they- 
perceived the meaning of it in the ufages annexed 
to thcfe jubilees i then this expreflion was to fi^f^ 
nify Repofe, becaufc, in the jubilee-year, the He- 
brews let their lands lie uncultivated, did neither 
few their fields, nor prune their vines, nor their 
olives ; they gathered no fruit, they i>ot in no bar- 
vcft, made no vintage, nor coUcded any quanti- 
ty of whatever the earth might have fpontaneoufly 
produced. It is certain, that fuch ufages were 
very capable of impofmg on them, as was the* 
ftatc of inaftjoA prcfcribcd to them every feventlx 
day. The pretext of an excufeable pjca does not- 
free them from an impeachment of crrour, no more 
than their Icgiflators and their pric/ls, and they have 
confcqucntly led all mankind aflray. 

The interpreters, who have hitherto undertakea 
to explain fo ftrangc a law, that by enjoining a 

derc- 
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dcrcIi£lion of cultivating their lands, muft prove 
fo very prejudicial to the community, could make 
nothing more of it than an inexplicable enigma. 
Mr. Pridcaux was forced to own, that all thofc 
jufci'ccr. nnd fahbatical weeks, arc fo far from illuf- 
tratin^ r/iy paHii^c- in frripturc, that they appear a 
heavy yoke, and very galiing to the Ifraclitcs, on 
account of the frequent punifhments they incur- 
red*, for their almoft conftant negle£i: of ohfcrving 
them, notwithftanding their cxceflive fuperAition 
othcrwife. 

The Hebrew people, in regard to this article, 
never entirely relied on the promifes of their deity, 
who had faid to them, " Do not fear to die of 
hunger in the fcvcnth year, for I will fliowcr my 
bleffings ujwn the fixth, that it may produce as 
many fruits of the earth as any other three." But 
the fear of famine proved more cogent than fuch 
fine promifes, or fcvcre menaces : the Ifradiics 
would till their land, bring their harveft home, and 
make their vintage : but, when they were after- 
wards ftrickcn with great calamities, they recalled 
to mind this remarkable difobedicnce, and the 
diftrud of their forefathers, they failed not to at- 
tribute all their misfortunes to the negleil of cele- 
brating the jubilees ; as in like manner the Ro* 

mans 
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mans attributed the difaftcrs fallen on their repub- 
lic to a ncglc<Et of celebrating the fecular games. 
If we could have recourfc but to the Hebrews alone 
for an elucidation of their own ufage$> vain would 
be our ho()c to obtain it. They know not them* 
fclvcs what was the particular objcd of each fefti* 
vrd i they were alfo ignorant of the general objc£l 
of their religion and worHiip, as appears by their- 
telling us, that the jubilee was a law ofMofe&»' 
made to grant rcpofe to the world. This aficnion 
proves their ignorance ; fmcc we can educe from' 
their very fcripture, that the di{lin<Slion of the ic- 
vcnth years, and the ufagcs thereto annexed, was 
of a much older date than Mofes : for inftance, 
Jacob, who hired htmfclf to Laban, from feven to 
fcven years, in order to marry his daughter, is a » 
full dcmondnition that this jubilary ufagc had been' 
diftufcd throughout the eaftcrn regions above two 
hundred and fixty years iKfore their Icgiflator, and 
the laws in the Leviticus. 

To make up for whatever the Hebrews may be 
in default upon this article, although they have 
been ridiculoufly cried up by fomc as the firft doc* 
tors of the world, the Americans, who arc fo 
much dcfpifed, will give us a rational account of 
the inflitution of the jubilee, and particulaily of 

the 
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tiie total dcrclidlion that was to be made of. all 
earthly things on fabbacic days. 

Those who have travelled in, or written the 
hidory of America, are unanimous in their infor- 
mation, that the Mexicans expelled the end of the 
world at the end of every age. Their age confided 
of fifty years, that is, it formed the great fabbatic 
week of the weeks of ycai-s ; and their year con- 
fided of. eighteen months, each month of twenty- 
one days, at the end of which five were added to 
complete the folar year. 

In cohfcqucnce of this extraordinary cxpefia- 
tion which the Mexicans entertained of the end of 
the world ; the lad, the expiring day of the age, 
was a day of afHiclion, mourning, and repent- 
ance. They cxtinguiftied the ^facrcd fire in the 
temples, and the domcdic fire in their houfes. 
When they had broken and dcdroyed all their 
moveables and utenfils, as things now become ufe- 
lefs and fupcrfluous, fome fpent the night in pray- 
ers, others in continual alarms, a prey to dcfola-* 
tion, expelling that every hour (hould be nature's 
lad. The terrour cncreafcd in projx)rtion as the 
night advanced. But hope foon fuccecded, cncrcaf- 
ing in proportioii as the obfcurity began to dimi- 

nidi. 
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A](h. They dared, by degrees, to afcend toth« 
tops of their houfes^with aLncagernefs as yet dalh- 
cd with anxiety. All eyes were direded towards 
the Eaft. Scrupulous obfcrvations were made up- 
on the lead perceptible advances of the return- 
ing dawn >— the general emulation then was who 
Ihould prove to have the bcft eyes. No fooner 
was the return of the fun declared, by the firft 
darting rays of the morn, than by an univerfal 
fhout joy and fcftivity were proclaimed to all. The 
people ran to the temple to relume the facred fire, 
and with hymns and canticles to thank the Deity 
for having prorogued anew the duration of their 
empire, and having granted another age to the 
world. I purpofely omit entering into a detail of 
the fcdival fubfcquent to this great renovation: 
what has been already faid is fufKcient to explain 
the ufagcs pradtifcd among the Hebrews in their 
jubilees I for which end we need only conftder, at 
prcfcnt, the whimfical cuflom of the Mexicans 
breaking their utcnfils, &c. on this occafion, as 
the confequence and abufe of an extravagant in- 
ftitution, whofe objc£l originally was to make a 
facriiice to God of all their property, and to fhew 
him how refignedly they detached themfelves from 
every thing here below, and with what fubmi^on 
they were ready to obey whatever he ihould ordain, 

E « at 
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at the end of the periods relative to the fate of thd 
univerfe. 



By means of this eflential difcovery, ive can 
account for all the follies of certain nations, when 
alarmed with eclipfes, for their making fuch a 
friglirful noife wich their pots, cauldrons, and 
other family utcnfils, which they broke * in a like 
manner, as I have read in fevcral narratives by 
voyagers, bccaufe the fudden obfcurity brought on 

by 



* 77?e modern y>*tV5y even now re fain mi ufa^i\ to 
wit J two days at Uaj} before Effjlcr^ which begins their 
facred yeary to renew their utcnfus. This ufage^ hsw^ 
every is not univerfal am6n^ ihentj no were than 
the cujlom of breaking their moveahles at the time of 
an idipfey was univerfal among the antievts. To a 
fpirit of faving and csconomyy we crey douhilefsy to 
attribute whatever deviations have happened from this 
ufa^^e: the nations contented themf elves in making a great 
noife with their utenfdfy h\'t during an eclipffy and 
the Hehrtwsy at Eajlery are fotUfied in having them 
cleanfed and purified. Something like this cvjlom is 
pra£lifed by us in France ; we do noty indcedy break 
our moveables at the renovation of the pafchal year^ 
but it is ctt/lojmry to pta'chafe fonn ne%v articles of do* 
mfjiic furniture^ or new cloths in thatfeafon. 
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by the cclipfe* re\'i\Td in them the rememfanmce of 
the antic nt darknefs i they imagined they hw it 
reluming, an<i thinking the end of the world very 
near, they judged they fliould no longer ftand in 
need of any thing. 

Whek ;J1 thcfe ufages are confidcred in one 
point of view, it will be as eafy a matter to lite- 
rrJIy explain all the fabbatic cuftoms of the If- 
raciites, 

In' the firft place, the title of jubilee, which 
iignifi^s, Horn of the Ram, that is. Trumpet^ 
was al\\';:/s given to the great periods of the He- 
brews; bccaufc to proclaim the commencement 
^hereof to the people, fcvcn pricfts (bunded the 
trumpet, on the tenth of the month Tirci, to 
proclaim the day of ev;>\ /L-n, in which their fouls 
were to be afHi£lcd. Atter which the high-prieft 
entered the fi:ni£luary, there to pronounce the ter- 
rifying woru Jehovah* According to the fenfe of 
the Jews now exifting, the trumpet is a fign of 
judgment, and confequently all our apocalyptics 
never fail applying this fatal inftrumcnt to the , 
mouth of the deftroying angels ; wherefore the 
very name of the feftival unfolds to us the terrours 

E p 2 with 
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with which the high-pricft, as well as the peoplc» 
were peiiCtratcd on that dreadful day. 

Ik the fecond place, that time is called the 
Sabbath of the Earth, that is, the Renovation of 
the Eaithi becaufe the idea of the end of the 
world is ever attended with the idea of its rcnova^ 
tion, whether natural or fupernatural. Moreover, 
the jubilary time began always with the civil year. 
But it ought not to be a matter of furpiize, if that 
time fliould have the fame name which was for- 
merly given among the Hebrews, to the iirft month 
of the folar year, called in the fame fenfe Schabat ; 
for the like reafon that we call this month Janu- 
ary, from an antient Latin word, fignifying, ^* that 
opens, and renews the year/' The Hebrew word 
might afford matter for an ample diflertation, which 
would be here too long. This remark will fufEce 
for the prcfent, that the words Jubilci *, and Sab- 
l>9Lth t, given to the fame time, and the fame 
ufage, are conftant proofs, that by the renovations 
were meant the proclaiming of judgment and the 
great judge. 

Therefore 



• Trumpet. f Nufrt, xxwi, 4« 
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Thereforb, when the anticnt commcmor.itive 
laws, or rather thofc derived from them, ftrctchcd 
the ufage, as arc in point the Mexican and the 
Hebrew laws, of forbidding mankind to culti- 
vate their lands in the fcvcnth year; tucy order* 
cd them to live upon what the earth IhoukI fpon- 
taneoufly produce, or upon whatever chance 
fhould oifer to tiicm each day : which was done as 
a warnini^ to them, that the end of the world was 
near, and that they muft foon renounce every 
thing. And thii is the time, faid they, in which 
the fuprcme Being is to judge you ; you muft make 
a praftice of mercy thst year 5 you muft forgive 
the debts your brethren owe to yc, that the great 
judge may forgive you yours. You muft detach 
yourfelvcs from all poflbflions here below j re- 
nounce all property, and give liberty to your Haves. 
All bargains, all contracts, all acquifitions, which 
you ftiall have made unto that day, will be null, 
bccaufc it is the year of remiffion, and the diflblu- 
tion of all things *• 

If, 



• 77;// iujlom has proved very fatal to tht hi/loiy of 
the world', tuejhallfindin thefiquel, iljat this precept 
was the caufe of that oblivion^ Into which are long 
Juice fallen all the antUnt periods of an Lundre^ years. 
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• 

If, however, it Ciould j-lcafc tli? Lord to grant 
us another period, all ;J*at .ha.l have K^cn antece- 
dently done IS to be rep.ncu * as forgot- .:> and a$ 
not to have happened : *' The fold flave is to re- 
main fiec ; thj property acquired is to return to its 
former pofleflbr ; every man to his family : and you 
arc never to thinlc yourfclf empowered lo difpofc 
of laud for ever, bccaufc the earth beloiirs to the 
Lord, who can take it frcm us when he fliall pleafQ 
ib to do, as he did from our forefathers.*' 

• 

It is with fuch a ftmplicity that ihc Mrvicans 
would have explained to the H :brcA .:^ thofc an-t 
cient ufagcs which they fo little Uiidcrfl-ocd, and 
that our popifli pretended organs of the myliic 
fpirit Icnov/ as little of. Sacred writ, ot v/hich ihcy 
make up a pious Sllct to bind their eyes with, 
fhould fi)mctimcs operate a contrary eiFcd, and 
open them, if in the midd of the various fallacies 

and 



of a tkcufau /, cfr. It followed alfo^ that all the paji 
was to he dtcmed a% forgotten^ and not to have happen-* 
ed» 7'i'USy through a fpirit of reigion\ as far as the 
thing was pra£7icaUt\ the remembrance of all tlings 
was h be obliterated. 

* Leviiic, XXV. 23. 
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and truths therein contained, man was not always 
inore inclined towards falfehood than truth. 



The fourth book of EfJras, chap. i6, con- 
Hrms, in a fingular manner, an elucidation of 
what wc have quoted from the Mexicans: this 
prophet, as he announces to mankind that the end 
of the world is near, cries aloud, ** Let him who 
fells a£i like him who runs away; he that acquires 
like him who lofes \ he that trades, like him that 
is out of the reach of gain ; he that builds ari 
houfe, like him that is not to dwell therein ; he 
that fcws, like him that is not to reap the harveft^ 
he that cultivates his vine, like l)im who is not to 
make the vintage : in fine, let him who marries 
acl as if he were never to have children : and all 
this, fays the enthuftaft, is expedient, becaufethey 
who fiiall work, (hall work in vainJ 



)r 



This application of all the ufages of the jubi- 
IceS) to the approximation of the end of the world,, 
proves, without doubt, that the Hebrews have not 
always miftaken the true fenfe of thefe ufages. 
** The end draws near (faith alfo Ezekiel, chap. 
7.) this end is ready to fall upon the four quarters 
of the world, tjie day of havock among mankind, 
and not of the glory of the mountains : he that 

fells 



• 



2i6 The ORIGIN of DESPOTISM. 

IcIIs will not re-enter into the pofTeflion of what 
he fells :'* and why ? bccaufe it will be the laft of 
all the periods, as may be concluded from this ex- 
travagant and fublime chapter of Ezekieh 

There is rcafon to be aftoniflicd, that, in con- 
fcquen^e of fudi prcfages, the Jews and Chrif- 
tians have never known the true inilitution of the 
jubilees ; but it proceeds from the reafon I have 
juft rtow given, to wit, that fupcrftition is ever 
blind to truth. We may, however, conclude from 
this ignorance, of which the firfi; features are drawn 

in the p h, that all the errours and follies of 

the Hebrews d.ite from very remote antiquity, fmce 
the compilation itfelf is very anticnt. 

This hiftory of the jubilees hath made us to di- 
grefs from our dcfpots ', but as thefe fedivals were 
reLiCive to the periodic manifcftation of this fame 
grv'.t judge, whom all the oriental monarchs have 
afFcileJ to rcprcfent; by thus joining the dcfcrip- 
tion of the civil ufages with that of the religious, 
we fhall fee better the continued and uninterrupt* 
ed ferics of all human erroun. 
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SECTION XV. 

Ttjt ibeuratk ufagct an iept up in all icdifiq/lk 

Defpoti/m. 

THE ceremonial, and all the ufagcs which 
we have fcen in the courts of Afiatic de- 
fpots, are to be alfo found in praAice among thofe 
nations^ who fufFcr thcmfclvcs to be ruled over by 
fovcrcign pontifs. The over-bearing pride of ec« 
clefiaflfc monarchs hath far exceeded that of 
temporal kings, over whom, in every place, they 
have always afTcfled to domineer, through the vain 
prcfumption that their fundlion and character raife 
them a great deal nearer to the ftate of the antient 
theocratic king ; and bcftdes the invidbility which 
they afTctSl all over Afia^ they lay prctcnfions al(b 
to immortality. 

The great Lama, who is called in moft of the 
oriental regions the Univerfal Prieft, never dies, 
in the opinion of the people ^ and to keep them in 
this credulous notion, every kind of impofition 
and artifice is made ufe of to fill adroitly his place 
when he dies, agreeably to their letting him be but 
feldom feen, and that with difficulty. M'erc thcf© 
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impoAors to place behind a veil a block of marble, 
it would prove equally a true theocratic king. Its 
duration would be longer than that of all the La- 
fnas ever known in this world. It would render 
them as much fcryice, do them Icfs harm, and 
would fpare them the expcnce of a great number 
of lies. 

Immortality is likewife one of the privileges 
of the great Kutuktu, or Katouka of the Cal* 
mucks *. This title, which is equally difRcult 
for him to fulfil as all the other attributes of the 
fupremc Being, cternizcth in this country the im- 
pofture of the priefls, who, to perpetuate their 
weak divinity, or rather their idol, pcrfuade the 
people that the great pontif grows old with the 
moon, and is renovated with her. It is alfo by 
this means that the antient and modern Adonifcs 
were eternized, by making them die and be new- 
born every year ; in regulating their birth and re- 
furre£lion by the courfe of the fun, as the renova- 
tions of the grand Katouka are regulated by the 
courfe of the moon. 

The facerdotal fuprcmacy is purchafed at a dearer 
rate by the Chitome t» high prieft of Abyflinia. 

There, 

• 

♦ RcS^. Ct7'em. vol. vi. f Rclat. ofEthhp, /y Lukit. 
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« 

There, probably, the people are not at all igno- 
rant of his being but mecr man, and that conre" 
quently he muft undergo the final law that is com* 
nion to all. They do not allow immortality to 
their pontif, but only to the faccrdotal fuprdmacy, 
which ought never to grow old, 6rbc fubjcdl to in- 
firmity or caducity. Wherefore, ■ on account of the 
intimate connrdion fubfifting between the pcrfonof 
the Iiigh pried and his fundion the faccrdotal fu« 
premary ; it is held neceflary, in that countr}% to 
prevent the Chitomc from growing old, left the 
ftate (hould fuffcr through the old age of the pcr- 
ibn. For, in the fenfe of his fubjcds, it would 
be the greatcft of misfortunes, and the world muil 
perifli if their high pricft were to become decrepit, 
and yield to a natural death. By fo fatal acataftro- 
phe the faccrdotal fupremacy would be dcbafed, 
difhonoured, and annihilated. But, to prevent 
fo great a difailcr, when the Chitomc falls ficlc 
they knock him in the head ; when he grows too 
old they ftranjile him: and a pontif full of vigour, 
who is no doubt always kept in readinefs, is im- 
mediately fubftituted fucceflbr to him. They do 
not allow time enough for him to fall fick and dif- 
grace the facerdotal fupremacy, which they mean 
to keep eternal by this barbarous ufagc* . . . 

F f 2 I CAN- 
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I CAKNOT take upon mc to fay, whether there 
Is a conclave fummoncd in this country for the 
election of their chief pontifs, or whether there 
are as many candidates, or as much intrigue made 
ufe of, as when a conclave is afi'cmblcd at Rome. 
Travellers have left us in the dark as to this point. 
Br that as it may, we know for certain the Chi« 
tonie of AbyiTinia to be an Egyptian Apis, Even 
fo the confecrated ox, the ancient theocratic kinir 
of Mempikis, could not die naturally without bring<« 
ing g^c^t calamities upon Egypt i becaufc fuch a 
deceafe muft, no doubt, refled an indelible dif* 
honour on the eternity of the monarch-deity, 
whofe reprcfentative he was. His infpc£lors did 
not knock him in the bead in fo cruel a 'manner 
as the Chitome we have jufl mentioned; no, 
when they perceived he was drawing towards his 
end, they refpcdfully drowned him in the Nile ; 
the folemnity was performed with great devotion,^ 
after which they fought for a fucccflbr to fill hia 
place. 

The Mexicans ♦ had alfo a kind of Apis, or 
living Adonis, whofc fate was as cruel ; a man to 

be 
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be replaced every year. Adoration was paid to hint 
throughout the year ; he wanted for nothing, all 
honour was rendered to him, and every kind of 
good living fervcd up to him : but the year comtf 
about they cut his weazon, after having given him 
nine days previous notice, by thus warning him; 
^^ Lord, your pleafures are to be at an end in nine 
days/* 

Cruelty hath always been the confequence of 
id(»l.itry and Dcfpotifm : thcfe two monfters axo 
^ defccndcd from one common origin^ 

Modern Europe, like Abyfllnia, does not al« 
low immortality to their fovcrcign pontlfs ; but 
the facerdotal fuprcmacy known there (as the papa-* 
cy at Rome) pretends to be immortal, divine, and 
indc-x:ndcnt of all foclciics, and of all the powecr 
upon earth. For, having loft all remembrance of 
the primitive origin of fuch theocratic chimeras, 
popery founds them upon the fccond epoch, when 
a panic terrour of the end of the world, and hopes 
of the kingdom of heaven, revived them; and filling 
the minds of the eafily to be impofed on, with » 
vertiginous phrenzy, made them fee in many 
objc£ls, nay, in poor and wretched individuals of 
human ftruclure, the great judge : and fuch they 
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deified AS who {liould be the srreat Wunz to Wmz 
down the celeftial reign upon cp.rth. It is fmcc 
this epoch of confufion to iraiikind, that the fa- 
ccrdotal fuprcmacy thii4k;> itfelf immortal, and 
pretends to prove a continued and uninterrupted 
fucccflion of fpiritual princes for eighteen centuries, 
and which, it is fclf-complaifant enough to think, 
will laft until the end of time, I fliall i.nt here 
point out the end this immortality niufi tend to ; 
but this I know, that we cannot tivKC it to its Hrd 
principle, which is left to us, bcini; removed (d 
fsLt back into i'Lc *.:^ci» oi darkntfs and i'lnnrance : 
for the firft popes are equally fabulojs as the firft 
Qionarchs of Egypt and China j and this pretend- 
ed immortality of the romiCi factrdotal fuprcma-- 
cy, having likewife begun in cbfcurity, will ne- 
cefiarily vanifli hereafter, from the too powerful 
Ijght of improving ages. 

Popery having, in fafl, but revived an antlent 
cJiimcra, of which hcrfclf was the dupe, (he hath 
ever fmce laboured to rc-eflablifli the anticnt thco- 
cracy u^^on earth, and hath indeed removed the 
evils and the errours, which were the annexed 
confequenccs of their felfc principles. Fromthcfc 
antient fourccs is derived the cruel dogm of the 
future univcrf;iHty of their papal monarchy. It 

is 
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is in quality of fucceflbrs and reprerentaiives of 
this fulfc great juJge, adored now in a like man- 
ner as Adonis and Ofiris were ; that mortals^ 
while upon this earth, have dared to lay a claim to 
inf:JiibilIty and independence, and that the facer- 
i>3t;i1 fuprer.iacy hath always afpired to Dcfpotifm, 
iiiicctly or indircdly, by corrupting that form of 
govcrjinicnt, whofe conditution was the moft 
avcrfc from it. 

The paft and prcfcnt hiflory of the church, arc 
proofs of tbcfe fad truths ; of the origin of our 
evils, and of the prejudices they are derived froni. 
If we hnd Icifure to examine the religious and po- 
litical ceremonial of the election, and the life of 
a pope, we fliould therein difcover, as fo many 
new proofs of what we have advanced, all the fca- 
tures of the antient theocratic king, and a number 
of ufages bcfides that have no other origin but the 
ridiculous and idolatrous abufe, which had been 
made in the mod remote antiquity, of the facred 
dogms of the defccnt, of the great judge, and of 
the arrival of the future world. I would defire no 
better proof of it than the indulgences, and jubi? 
Ices difpenfcd by the popes at the time of their 
acccflion ; as if the firft year of their ponlificat 
was that of the renovation of ihc world, and opcnr 
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eJ to us the entrance into a future life. This, hovr^ 
ever, is intended by the opening of the holy gate, 
on which occafion is fung, ^^ Open the gate of 
juftice, the juft will enter therein : behold the day 
of the Lard;" which, by the eye of enlightened 
poftcrity, is to be looked on as the day of fools 
suid idolaters. 



SECTION XVI. 
M Defpets would fain give hws to nature. 

IT is not enough to talce a view of kings in the 
theocratic ceremonial, whofc drift is to raifc 
them above mankind, which is to be treated by 
them as a vile herd of Haves. Let us take a review 
of them ifluing their mandates, even to nature, 
and a£ling, throughout, the part of the deity, whofc 
emblems they were dcfigned to be. 

Ancient hiftory prefcnts us with feveral in- 
ftanccs of monarchs, who, thinking thcmfelv^s 
animated with a foul fuperiour to that of other 
tncn. Were fo extravagant as to fancy they might 
make the elements obey them. The a£ls of pride 
vre have hitherto animadverted upon, >verc but 
particular faliics of the foily of certain princes, but 

not 
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noc a coiiJucl cither authorized bjr, or received 
into the plan of antietit govi!rnments. However^ 
if we gather the particular features fcattered thro* 
nntiqiiity> in order to confront them with thofcto 
bo found in modern hiftory, as well as with thofe 
which travellers rehtc to us, we fhall be enabled 
to pronounce, if our moral hiilorians have fccn 
j;> far into thefc antient fvllies as they ought. 

W^'ere wc to have rccourfc to the annals of tbo 
Hebrews, we iliould had therein many inilanccs of 
llic haughty power cxercifcJ by the defpots of Ni-r 
nive, ot Pcrfia, of Babylon, and of Egypt, wh0 
looked upon themfclves as the ruling principle of 
all thin^'if and as maders of all the lands, of all 
the fcas, of all the rivers : in fine, as the fupremq 
deities over all the deities of the univerfe. But 
the implacable rancour which the Hebrews bore to 
thefc princes, the iport of whofc power they ha4 
been, as Jl feather is of the wind, fnould make one 
cautious of believing their reproaches, were they 
not iupported by the evidence of other nations* 

Every body knows the anecdote of the famous 
pafiage into Greece, by Xerxes, and the haughty 
letter which that Pcrfian defpot wrote to mount 
Athos> commanding it to let his army pafs, and 
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menacing in cafe of a non-compliance to have rt 
thrown into the fea. This phrenetic monarch 
ordered the Hellcfpont to be enchained for having 
caufed the fhipwreck of his fleets ; and when three 
hundred lafhes were given to the culprit iea, he 
made this mad apoftrophe to it; ** It is thus> 
wretched cicmcnti that thy maftcr punifhes thcc *.'* 

The author who has tranfmitted thefe follies 
to us> which are almoft incredible, imputes an ac- 
tion of the fame extravagant caft to the great Cy- 
rus» A horfe of his, dedicated to the fun, being 
drowned in pafling a river, the irritated conqueror 
ilTued an immediate order to his troop? to cut it 
into three hundred and fixty different channels, in 
order, by dividng, to annihilate the courfe of its 
iacrllegious waters. 

An anticnt king of Egypt f, faid by feme the 
fuccelTor of Scfoftris, to puniih the overflowing 
Nile for the frightful devaftations thereby caufed, 
ibot an arrow into it. 

In the kingdom of Siam too §, the monarchs 
conunandcd the elements, the wicked genii, and 

the 
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the dxmons, forbidding to fpoil the fruits of the 
earth ; and, like the above hinted king of Egypt^ 
ordered the overflowing rivers to return into their 
beds, and ceafe doing nufchief. 

The writers who have given us dcfcriptiohs of 
Africa *, relate fimilar anecdotes of the monarthd 
in that quarter of the world ; where, for the mod 
part, they are deities in full power. The inhabit 
tants of Totoka, thofe of Agag, and feveral others 
bordering on Monomotapa, and even the natives 
of that extenfive empire, addrefs themfelves to 
their monarch, to be relieved by them in their 
wants. They have recourfe to him for rain, in 
times of famine and peftilence ; and, in fine, ap« 
ply to him for a number of other fupernatural fuc«* 
cours, through a miftakcn notion of his divinity* 
ihip. 

Ik the kingdom of Loangof^ the king is inveft* 
ed with the difpofal of time. One of the great fef- 
tivals in that country is, when the people go to 
and implore him for rain, and favourable weather 

G g 2 for 
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for all the feafons of the year. The king takes 
his bow» ihoots an arrow up in the air^ ar^d the 
people^ oft contented. * 

The Guigues are alfo in the belief, that the 
difpofat of gobd or bad weather is in the power'of 
their prince, v/hcreforc they have recourfe to him 
on all preffing occafions, and he is fure to be 
loaded with prefcnts when the flcy wears a lower* 
ing afpe^. 

Amoko other nations of Africa ♦, wlicre a 
greater confidence is repofed in the pricfls than is 
clfewhcrc in monarchs, fupplication is made to 
thofc impoflors for rain, for dry, for gloomy, or 
•fcrenc weather. On fuch occafions the priells 
drcfs thcmfclvcs in a moft extravagant manner : 
all bedizened with fymbolical attributes and figures^ 
they afccnd to a high place, there to ftrlkc the air 
and flioot their arrows towards the flcy,' They are 
not then dcftitutc of the cunning praclifcd in 
other places, to defer fuch ceremonies, when 
rain is prayed for, till they fee an appearance of 
<:louds, that they may not cxpofe thcmfelvcs ; by 

which 
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ti'hich fincfTc, travellers inform us, they for the 
moft part fuccccd, and the people as conlbnily 
cry out a miracle. They have a well known 
pretext rcndy to (kreen themfelves, (hould it not 
rain, to wit, that the fins of the j^eople have turn- 
ed the clouds another way* 



t 



Nor hath America prcfcn'cd to us In a Icla ■ 

number than Afia and Africa have, remarkable \ 

vcfligcs of the antient theocracies ; nay, fhe I 

exhibits them to us in a more prccife point of view 
than is done by all the other nations already men- 
tioned : bccaufc, in confcqucnce of the examples 
which they prcfent to us, we might be induced to 
think that thcfe ufa^cs had their general principle 
in the pride and vanity of the feveral princes ; 
whereas, America informs usj that they funda<« 
'mentally belonged to the conftitution and govern-* 
ment of thofc nations. The new world figures in 
a fccond time to our aififtance in this work, toin<« 
llrucl the inhabitants of the old. 

One of the mod remarkable (Irokes in the hif* 
tpry and the government of the Mexicans, vas^ 
doubtlcfs, the folemn oath made by the emperor 
on the day of his being confccrated, or his inau* 
guration. He promifed and fwore, that during^ his 

reign 
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reign the rain fiiould duly fall upon the earth ; 
that neither the rivers nor the floods (hould do 
any damage to the country by their inundations ^ 
that the fruits of the earth (hould grow in abun- 
dance ; that the empire fiiould not be affli£led with 
ilerility ; and, that mankind (hould not be vifitcd 
cither from heaven, or from the fun, with any 
majignnnt influences. A moft extraordinary com- 
pr.cl, and upon which, in all likelihood, it is that 
Juftus Lipfius, and travellers, have been fo idly 
merry ; but which, notwithftanding, clears up to 
us all the ufngcs we And in the oriental antiquities. 
Such an oath muft unavoidably have been ufcd in 
governments that primitively had theocracy for 
their bafts and firft principle : and hereby the 
anticnt kings of Ada, who have been fo reviled, 
have flicwcd to us by the very cxccflcs which they 
committed, the vices of the adminidration with' 
which they had been invcHcd. It was an immenfe 
weight put upon the (Iiouldcrs of a man, when 
fubflitutcd in the place of mute and inanimate 
fymbols. lie was made the image and the organ of 
the divinit}'. In a like manner It was incumbent 
on him to command heaven and earth ; to guaran- 
tee mortals from all the natural calamities which 
he could neither caufc nor prevent ^ and to be the 

fourcc: 
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fource of all the benefits which it was not in his 
power to beftow. 

In fine, it fprang from the imbecility of nationSy 
begot on fupcrftitiony that he was to a£l as the 
god and as thofe idols, with whom they confounded 
him. Whereas, when he was put at the head of 
focicty, nothing more fhould have been required of 
him than to deport himfelf as a man, and never to 
forget he was, both by his nature and weakncfs^ 
only the equal of thofc who were voluntarily fub- 
je^ed to him, under the common proteAion of 
the laws and religion* 

Mankind, by demanding too much from their 
fovcrcigns, obtained nothing ; and'Defpotifm be- 
came an unlimitted authority, bccaufe unlimitted 
things were demanded from the pcrfon invcAed 
therewith : whence the impoi&bility arofe in which 
he found himfelf of granting the fupernatural ad- 
vantages required of htm, left him no other means 
of manifefting his power, than that of committing 
. the wildcft extravagancies, and moft' outrageous 
adts of violence. 

This entire chapter furniflieth us with farther 

proofs, that Defpotifm was ever an idolatry equal* 

ly abfurd and criminal* 

SEC- 
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SECTION XVII. 

Remains of iht theocratic ufagts In the courts of 

Europe. 

HOWEVER avcrfc our climate is in its 
naturC) from all fuch monftrous ufagcs, that 
difhonour and cnflavc all the other nations of the 
earth) there yCt remain fome flight traces among 
us ; and hence> for example, is derived the an* 
ticnt privilege, even now arrogated by fome princes 
in Europe, of being able to cure certain maladies 
by their touch. What foundation has the cre- 
dulous fupcrHition of thofe who have recourfc to 
royal quackery? it is derived from that idola- 
trous cuftom, which we have obfcrvcd among all 
the other nations, of having recourfc to their 
kings for relief, in all natural calamities, as the 
fovereigns of nature, and the difpenfcrs of good 
and evil, which arc dealt out by the hand of pro- 
vidence. The king of Pcrfia boaAs alfo of this 
myfterious gift : and fome Roman emperors, de- 
bauched by the bad example of the oriental de- 
fpots, afFe&ed alfo to be poflefTed of the fame vir- 
tue. It is nothing more than an Afiatic privilege, 
firft. introduced into tlic nations of our continent 

by 



There arcfcvcral other court-myficrics, which 
are derived without the peoples knowing that 
they arc from the primitive erroursj but it 
mufl be owned, that fuch ufagcs are ;bccon:iej or 
are in thcmfdvcs, inconicquent; and are kept. up 
by. a kind of prefcriptivc rcfpcdl for cu{locn,;and 
in which fupcrflition has not ai.y ilirre. . ^t.is jiot 
my dcfign to enumerate them hc;'c;.bcgaufe all 
who are converfanc with court ceremonials rela- 
tive to monarchs, may recognize feverat traces * 
thereof thrpughouc this work. 

There is fcarcc a fovercign in Europe, who^ 
v^ithout knowing it, docs not afFc<Sl to keep up the 
oriental and periodic appearances. Our firft kings 
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.by anticnt barbarity ; . :^nd that the progrcfllvc *. ; 

knowledge of the prefent aje ought tp exte; lainate. • \ \ 

Our kings (in France) ftanJ np longer in iiicd X)f ' ) 

this fliallow artifice .to make themfclvcs beloved, 

rcfpcwlcd, and even adored i for as fhqy.can do no 
.more rood t'um what is poAible toitlicir power., it 

is hi;ii^\ • 'U-liaifiblcto !afk from /them' wliat is t 

jm:)'):*':. tliMcto: and as humajiity i<i in gcneril i 

.their vh.tiuctoii(Uc, fuch indifcrcct api.]icauons can i 

produce no other refult but toafTcdl.the tcndejrnefs * 

of their royal and p.u'cntal hearts. . . 
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in France imitated them chiefly on the great (cRU 
val days of Eaftcr and Chriflmas. The Grands 
Couverts * now at court, it is probable are de- 
rived from the fame fourcc. The palaces of our 
kings being open and acccflible at ail times, do not 
in that refemble the impenetrable fcraglios of the 
£aft : however, there is an cafier admiilion at cer- 
tain times than at others. The anniverfary of the 
king's fcftival is a paiTport for the meaneft of the 
people to be let into every part of the king's refi- 
dence. Where the king travels every gate is flung 
open before him, and the grandees are all attentive, 
at that time, to raife their bariicrs in pcrfon, and 
lay open the avenues to their palaces and cadlcs. 

There are many fuch ufagcs to be fecn in Afia, 
and others quite the reverfe, although both the one 
and the other arc fprung from the fame fource. 
Every place is opened when the grand mogul goes 
abroad ; and the grandees of his empire arc bound 
to make him a prcfent every time he pafles by their 
dwelling. In Perfia, fomctimcs every gate is fhut ; 
and was fo formerly in China, when the defpoc 

went 
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went abroad. The ufage in the mogul's country 
and in £uro{)c, by what we fee here, are infinite* 
ly more humane than thofe m Pcrfia and in China. | 

It is this difference* as well as fome others which . t 

we have already hit upon, in the antient theocra- , 

tic ceremonial, that we arc a£lually going to con- 
fider, the b(?tter to explain the oddities and contra- 
rieties thence refulting. 






SECTION XVIII. 

The four ces of the varieties and contrarieties obfervabU 

in t-je different defpotic governments. \ 

IN orcicr to know from what principles and what 
fource are deii/cd the varieties of cuftom we \ 

have fcen in thcdifFcrcnt courts of Afia, it is ne« ; 

ceflary to have rccourfc to the primitive difpoHtions I 

of mankind, and to confidcr the diiFerent points 
of view in which tlic great judge may have been } 

contemplated by the antient nations, with regard 
to his coming and his reign. They muft have con* j 

templated him under two principal afpe£h, and ^ 

oppofitc one to the other, to wit, under one hap- ^ 

py, and the other difaftrous. The happy afpeft was 
fo called bccaufe this great event was the herald 
of the reign of peace and felicity, whereof fuch • 
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beautiful pictures had been made. The dlfaflrous 
afpect wa.*; fo called bccaufc the great judge was at 
the fame time the herald of the end of the worlds 
and its terrifying confequcnces. The expectation 
of him was to the juft a fountain of pleafure and 
confolation ; but for the wicked it was a perpetual 
cbjcft of fear and terrour. The former beheld in 
the fuprcmr Being a good father and a good king ; 
the latter faw in him an inexorable judge and mer-* 
cilefs deftroycr. 

The divinity being confidcrcd under thefc two 
afpeAs, fo were his fymbols and images, becaufc 
they were to repvefent him in every thing, and to 
jnftruA mankind concerning all tlie great truths it 
was their intereft to know* 

But when mankind, in a ferics of time, 
made a mifufe of the firft mute and inanimate 
fvmbols, that fcrved to (hew them the monarch- 
deity, under his two afpefts, and that therefrom 
they fabricated a mob of deities and particular 
powers ; the pagan world was quite over-run with 
two orders of godihips, of which the one were 
reputed the friends of mankind ; and the others 
were called the da?mon«, and the wicked genii^ 
they were adored through fear, bccaufe no body 

dared 
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dared to pronounce their names* And that was the . • 1 

real origin of this obfcurc family of unknown gods, '• ! 

with v/hich the mythology of almoft every nation . , j 

fwarms. * » 
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The Magi and the Pcrfians, who did not givd 
fo precipitately into the abfurd polytheifm of tho 
people of the weft, ran into another crrour by thcT 
fpcculations which theyinftituted on the two dif- 
ferent afpc^ts of the ant lent judge. 

But, as the thcologifts in remote time, lilco 
thofe in our days, were only capable of rendering '. j 

ftill more perplexed what they did not compre- ^ 

hend ; and (hat the good and evil which they per- j 

ccivcd in the phyfical and moral part of the uni- [ 

verfe, puzzled them in a ftrange manner: they [ 

forged the Divinity, confiJered under his two pri- 
mitive attributes, into two different principles, and 
hortile to each other, which they imagined to be 
always at war, and producing alternately good and 
evil, order and irregularity ; that feeming to them 
to be the bafis of this general harmony, obfcrvc- 
ablc in the univerfc, fliould| neverthelefs, have 
brought thofe dolors back to more fimpic prin- 
ciples. 

The 
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The dogms of religion being thus altered 
and corrupted, by the mifufe made of the fym- 
bols flic ufed to eiiiploy, and by the meditations 
of theologiiis, who crowded their imaginations 
with hideous phantoms, and caimerii al powers : 
the fame abufe, and the ikme errours, nccef- 
fariry fliu into tlie civil and political governments, 
wher a ^lioice v/as made of man to icpicfcnt the 
moiiaicivuc'fy, whom they whelmed under his at- 
tribute^i. But the confequence of fuch abufes \rcrc 
more real evils, and much more fatal. There is no 
contemplating a mortal as the fovereign mafter of 
good and evil, without arming his hand with thun- 
der, and without ^'Hing life to the imaginary and 
invifible objects fpuwned by fuperftitious terrour "^ 
fo, after cxiftence was granted to daemons, tyrants 
flarted into being. 

It cannot be denied, that thefe living fymbols 
v^re equally laden with the attributes of equity, 
of goodncfs, and of love, &c, and though at one 
time they were to rcprcfent the Divinity, under his' 
moft terrifying afpeft ; yet, at others, they were 
to (hew him under the milder afpeft of his virtues 
and pcrfcflions. But, independent of the impof- 
fibility in which they were to aft up to this latter 
part, wc mull not think fo unfavourably of the 

common 
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common fcnfc of thofc nations, even in their cr- 
rours, as to be induced to believe, that the tacit 
fcntimcnt they muft always have entertained of 
the imperfcdion of all thofc different fymU/is of 
the Divinity, caufed their being ratlicr inclined to 
tremble before brute or animated idols, than to 
have in them that entire confidence which is al* 
ways the harbinger of affection. ' 

It can therefrom be aHcrted, that idolatry and 
Defpotifm had both the one and the other, fear 
iind terrour, for their chief principle and firft foun*^ 
dation. The conduct of princes raifed afterwards 
to a higher degree thofe fentiments of dread and 
humiliation, whofe firft feeds had been implanted 
in the conftitution, both of the ftate and the rc« 
ligion. 

BncAUSE fovereign matters were free to act as 
they pleafed, like to the deity ; the kings aflum- 
cd, as the fons of Samuel had done, the names 
jof Abiach and of Joel, that is, of the Father- 
God, and of the Strong-God, and of the tre- 
mendous; they faw not only their throne, but 
their heads, and their titles, decorated with all the 
attributes of the fupreme Being. Their pride and 
vanity were much more taken witfc thofe that re- 
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prcfer.ted a'l rtviuolc power, and a will not to bo 
chan-^cd. In fliut, their paiHons and their weak- 
II', warpf d them to iind it a much more cafy taflc 
tc . '.luntcrfcit the great judge under his nr»oft terrible 
crx-cl. Amongft all the motives which they might 
have ni-^de choice of, for the conducing both of 
themiclvcs and mankind, they preferred fear to 
love. 

' \Vz arc how able to dive Into the caufes of the 
diveriitics, or lather contrarieties, which we have 
fecn in trie ceremonials of the Afiatic courts. They 
derive their origin from the oppofitc attributes of 
the antirnt monsrch-dcity, whom the fovercign 
princes were obliged to rcprefcnt, but "amongft 
which thcP^ princes neither cou!<i lor would main- 
tain a jufl balance. And thpt is the reafon why 
almoft all tii : def(K>ts that kept thcmfelvcs conceal- 
ed, made th.ir names a fecrct', never apixrarcd but 
to excite terrour, and fprcad difmay abroad. It 
was neceflary, almoft every where, to fly away 
from a view of their afpe<Sl, and to fhut the doors, 
as if tlie exterminating angels were at hand. 

These deplorable abufes can be traced up to the 
moft remote antiquity, and perhaps even to the 
.theocratic times. 

The 
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The pricils among the Scythians, that ancient 
|>cop!c of Upper Afia, never fliewcJ their deity 
but under the form of a lance, or a fword : 
and fonicthing not unlike was pra<Ilifjd in regard ' f 

to the Jehovah of the Hebrews. Accordinft to their . 
doctors and foretellers of futuritv, he was nothing I 

more than a fcvere, cruel, pitilcfs, jealous, and ' i 

vInJiillve monarch, whom they efcutcheoncd with , • 

nil the titles and apparatus of tcrrour ; wherefore, 
Judaifm then was, and now is, no more than a 
religion of fervitude *. The fpirit of fear and 

I i Dcfix>tjfm, 
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♦ Tlr titU tf the Go J 9/ Battle^ tvhub the ^od of 
t \*€ H'jbrt'iVs fa often gives htmflf^ made w/, for a \ 

Icng time^ fufp£6l bim t9 be no n:ore than th gid of \ 

thi Scytli:msy to w;/, phllrfs Mars. 77/ truth of 
my ctnt^lure has hcenftnce frev^d by an extraordinary 
tr/tt/itioH, f 

Hijlieus of Aliit'tUfKy an antltrat hijhrian of t1^ 
Pianuinn antiquities^ relates^ that^ after t\e dJu^e^ : 

/'V prit'fs^ xuh lad taken refuge in the fhoUKtainSy 
hrrM^ht back with them to theftnate t]te facrcd u:orJlip \ 

kf the god Enyalius. Nsw EnyaHus^ eml En\Sy ere \ 

thi" Greek tinmrs of Mars and Bellonj. More^vcr^ i 

Svlars occupies the third raik in the genealogy of the \ 

frfi feven patriarchs : it is chviGns thr,^ thc^t Efyaiius i 

if 
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Defpotirm, we And in the theocracy of the 
Hebrews, which, as the moft antient, and the 
only that we can have a diftinA knowledge of, in 
the hiftory of all the nations, may lead us to con-' 
je£lure, that the theocracy and Dcfpotifm thence 
derived might have been really cftnblifhed with the 
intent of governing focieties by tcrrour ; and that 
legiilators might have been compelled thereto by 
the indocility which they had obfervcd in the minds 
and hearts of mankind. The theocracy of the 
Hebrews, that appears to have been cdablifhcd up- 
on this principle, feems to be favourable to fuch 
furmifes, and even to realize them, by a ilriking 
example, which, in the eyes of many people, will 
be of great weight and fignificance. 

But it will appear the reverfc to all judicious 
eyes, that have already dcfcried the falfc and the 
marvellous with which the Hebrew annals are dif- 
graced : wherein the theocracy of the Hebrews has 
never exifted fuch as hiftory defcribcs it to us j or, 

if 



isthcfciffuas Mars: his name in Hchnw figwfies 
Mortal Thing J thenfore he is the fame as Enyalius^ 
which the Greeks have compounded from Enos and Ly^ 
lusy a Phamician exprejponj which fignifies in one 
word^ The Death^Dcaling God. 
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if it has fubftftcd in that flylc, it could have been 
but in times very poftcriour to the primitive. 

We ou^;ht, therefore, avoid the miftake of 
imaginiiij the Hebrew to have been the only, and 
much Icfs the firft of all the theocracies i (he has 
l)ccr« but a late, and very unfaithful copy thereof. 
Nay, perhaps, conftdcring the many fables fhe is 
furchargcd with befides, ihe is nothing more than 
a colle£lion of falfe traditions ; in regard to the 
anticnt, which fupcrftition has compiled, and 
which ignorance has painted with the fame fea* 
turcs, and the like charadleriftic colours that gave 
their complexion to dl the neighbouring defpo*- 
tlfnis, when flic undertook to flcctch a defcription 
of them. To be convinced of this, there needs 
only to examine, with ibme attention, the plan 
and fpiiit of this theocracy, as well as the true 
and fulfc hifloryof all the antecedent events re- 
lated in the Bible. It will then appear that go- 
vernment was eftabllflied among the Hebrews 
only with an intent of feparating them- from all 
(he foreign and idolatrous nations. 



I 



. I 
•t 



It is remarkable, that the iirft theocratic com- 
mandment given upon mount Sinai, forbid* wor- 
(hipping the idols of the gods, which is a glaring 

I i 2 proof 
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proof that the ignorance and profanation of the 
name had been fprcad over the whole earth for 
many ages ; and we . rend in the firft books of 
Mofcs a great number of names, and of feftivals 
that have an alKnity with mythology and idola- 
try. 

Let us now form a judgment, from thcfc re- 
marks, how much the hiftory of the world is 
confounded in certain confecrated writings, feeing 
that they make theocracy younger than idolatry, 
although the latter, as we have hitherto obfcrvcd, 
was the fatal confequence and daughter of thct 
former. Wc mud not, therefore, expe£t to find in 
thcfe books the original fpirit of theocracy, nor 
be aiionillicd that the Hebrews have erred concern- 
ing it } and that they have exhibited their mo- 
narch-df ity to us as terrible as were the dcfpots of 
AlTyria, o( Pcrfia, and of Babylon, whofe govern- 
ments were all become theocratic tyrannies, whofo 
invifible prince had beep pcrfonalized for a long 
fcrics of time. ^ 

Having now (hewn the futility and nothings- 
jicfs of the hiflorical bafis upon which this fufpi- 
cion againft the anticnt character of mankind 
might have been fupported y I think it incumbent 

an 



Mankind was, indeed. Imprudent and fupcr- 
fiitious in imagining that the civil inftitutions 

ought 
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on me to evince how far fuch a fufptcion would » 

be unjuft in itfclf and injurious to nunkind in 

general ; becaufc, if the above*mentioned atro-. 

cioufncrs and hardnefs of the human heart have 

not only formerly exiftcd, but now are aduall]^' 

difplayed in feveral nations, it is not therefrom 

that we are to derive an adequate idea of the ge*-* 

nius of the primitive inhabitants of the earth, and: 

much Icfs of that poiTcflcd by the elder fpedatoni 

of the difafters of the world, who are the only 

perfons that ought to be the objedb of our ani<* . f 

madverfions here. Thefe mortals being rendered < I 

by their fuiferlngs and their mifcry religious, mo* - i 

derate, induftrious and compaflionate, they need* . i 

ed not to be ruled with a fceptre of iron ; all they 

wanted was a paternal government, one friendly 

to the human race ; and, no doubt, it was fuch a 

one they inilituted; becaufe, in many regions, i 

defpotifm dares yet to aflume the name i inaimuch. I 

as the remembrance of the firft times hath been 

always dear to all the nations, and that the traces* 

thereof, which are prcferved in the hiftory of the 

legiflation of thofe firft ages are their greateft en* 

comium. 
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oiight to bis iubmitted to the monarch- deity 
But this erroneous fpcculation is a proof how 
upright their intentions were ; how pacific, 
how funple, and how quiet their chara<5terl 
If they have changed in a fcries of time^ it - is- 
through fufFcring the punifliment^ not of their 

wickcdncfs», but of their fjperftition ; the inevit- 
able confcqucacc of their unhappy choice, which^ 
by producing tyrants, produced infenfib!y an. aU 
teration in the minds and the hearts of thc> 
people, that hardened in proportion to the hard- 
ncfs of government.. They grew habitually ob- 
ftinate under the weight of the burdens which: 
they were made to carry ; they became callous,' 
Infennble and brutificd in a manner, by the cxccf*^ 
five mifcrics they endured in their (late of fluvcr)\ 

• Thus it w:as that the abufes fprung from thco-' 
cratic fway, and the rigour of dcfpotifm pcr\'ertcd 
the primitive charafter of mankind ; almoft changed* 
their naturcj and in many places forced them to* 
repel violence by violence, to efcapc from being* 
totally crulhcd. • 

« 

The antient and modern inhabitants of the 
continent of Afia^ who have' fp often exhibited 
to us the fpefbclc of great revolutions, that hap-- 

pcned 
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pcncd in the pcrfons of their defpots^ are tiotwith* i 

flanding, and have always been, by their cfaarac* 

Cer and climate, a mild and pacific people. Such 

hath always been the mildncTs, the jood faith^ 

and the cxccTs of religion in that too tinfortuiiaft | 

part of the world ; that, after having been aa 

hundred tinoes the dupes and vi&ims of adorod 

impoftors, who ought to have been ftrangkd* 

they never had rccourfe to a government more 

{>crmaiient and more moderate, by putting the 

^hronc, the monarch, and the fubjods under . [ 

the prote<^lon of one common law, that might dt^ 



fend and fupport them reciprocally. I 

What a horrid government muft that be, 
whofc cruelty and rigour are perpetuated through 
ihc mildnefs and natural fubthiiuon of the fub* 
jcds ] How big with (;iirchood, to fay no more,, 
muft that notion be, that would incline us to fur- 
mi/e, that defpotifm could have been the rcfult of 
a rational Icgiilation, accommodated to the true 
chara£kr of man, and calculated for the wel- 
fare of the human fpccies ! Our hearts would rife 
up againft, and flatly contradi(5l it. Experience 
and hiftory would give it the lie. 
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If there be a country in the world where def* 
potifm fecms to wear a milder and more winning 
afpcfl, fo far as to weaken, in fome fort, and efface 
the pre«-conccivcd horrours againft it, China muft 
be the place. There this form of government has 
throve fo fuccefsfully, that it is diflicult to imagine^ 
if any other (as it has done) could have kept up the 
immortality of the empire ; which is cfteemcd the 
mod prudent, as it is the moft anticnt of all em- 
pires now fubfiffing. So extrarordinary an excep- 
tion merits a particular enquiry concerning China^ 
and th?t wc thither purfuc the common enemy of 
mankind, in order to attack him, if pofTiblc, upon 
his firft throne, and in the very centre of his 
glory. 



SECTION XIX. 

« 

Ofi the drfpeiifm of China, 

IF the laws of China had been dictated by def- 
potifm, they would have proved its grcatcfl 
panegyric ; but in this empire, as well as every 
where elfc, they were prior to it : the fovercigns 
there have been the production of fociety and the 
laws. The fame chain of events, which we have 
hitherto followed in ?]1 die nations, produced 

' like- 
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ItK^witls in this country, the mixture ofgood and- 
evil which muft have been the ncceflary confe- 
<^ucnce$ of the firft inilitutions, and the firft pre* 
j^ J ices of nunktnd* 
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The aaicle bv which the Chinefc are didin- 
tT'tifhcxl ri<^m%ll other nations, and that hathfome- 
ii.r.o^ provcvl a counicrpoifc to thofe evib, which '• 

the origins! prejudices exciicd in the empire; is ' 

il^o iinlimittcd rcfjM:cl which they have at all times , 
h.u! lOr the primitive inftitutions of their anceftors; 
atiJ ihc confummjte veneration which they have '^ 

prcforvcd for the anticnt civil and political laws, 
th-tt h"vJ been formed after no other model, but 
the ceconoinical, dome ft ic, and moral laws, ob- 
fcrv'cd by the firft families of the renovated world. ^ 

We arc not, however, to look upon the Chinclc 
(on account of this extraordinary privilege) as a 
|\uticu!ar fj^ccies of men: no; for if they have 
been more wife, and more happy, than Co many 
other nations that had alfo been originally pof- 
fciTcd rf thofe ineilimable laws, but who had loft 
them for fuch a long fcries of time: they were 
indebted for fo extraordinary an advantage to the 
tuuation of their empire ; for, being fequeftcred 
in a manner to the end of the world, they were 

K k eocom* 
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cncompafled on one fide by an immenre (ea, on the 
other by mountains inacceifible^ and unknown to 
the reft of mankind ; nay, with which themi'clves 
were not acquainted. Therefore, for a long fuc- 
ceffion of years, no event through inroads from 
abroad could have caufed any alteration in the pri- 
mitive oeconomy of this empire : wherefore the 
laws had the time neccHary for producing all the 
good they are capable of. The long experience 
of their utility, and their excellence, having been 
engraved on the hearts of the people, is the only 
caufe whereby the primitive fpirit of mankind is 
preferved, and continues, even now, the national 
fpirit of this wonderful empire. 

Without this lucky concurrence, the confti^ 
tution of China muft, in all likelihood, have un** 
dergone the fame fate which the reft of the world 
has, becaufe, like them, ihe had interwoven with 
her conftitution the inherent vice, which was Com- 
mon to all, and the fatal feed of that Defpotifm,, 
and of that fervitude, which by degrees were ne- 
ceflarily eftabliihed among them, and which, 
throughout the nations, have often occafioned 
dreadful revolutions. 
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The emperor of China is ftiled» Son o( the 
Sun. None fpeak to him but on their knees ; 
there have been times when he never (hewed him- 
fclf i in others, he only appeared at a window at 
certain times ; and when he went out of his pa- 
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The fables and the Idolatrous worfliip of the 
Chinefc> are certain monuments of the reign of 
chimeras and of theocratic prejudices. The cere* 1 

monial of the emperors, as well as the peoples ! | 

conduA, and manner of thinking relative thereto, ■ [ 

are ftriking proofs that mortal man hath been raif- I i 

cd in China, to the anticnt throne of the monarch* 
deity, in the very fame manner which we have 
traced out in all the other nations, and that there, 
as every where elfe^ tl\e fovercigns were enthron* , | 

cd for the fole intent of reprcfenting the fupreme \ 

Maftcr of heaven, and of holding in their hands \ 

the balance of good and evil, which the deity a* 
lone knew 10 difpence properly and juftly. 

Thek far from being dazzled to an almoft im- 
plicit blindnefs, by the accounts which we read of 
this famous people, we on the contrary ought to 
be made fenfibtc, through all thofe ufages, that in 
China the good and bad imprcflions of her primi* 
tivc conftitution arc equally prcfcrved. 
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Ucc'dV the gates were ihut. He is decorated like 
the Oljr's of Egypt, with all the titles and attri- 
biMc:. c( the Divinity. He is the fovercign of the 
rt!'.ion, and ot th(; polity. He has, at all times, 
cnjo)ed a power, and an authority, i>r>rc(lrained 
by any' human law, although excellent cues might 
have been inilitutcd in regard to him. 

^ Thus wc find, in this country, the ftrangcft 
mixture ofwifdom and folly. If we were in* 
clined to run over its annals, we fhould therein 
read of kings, whofe utmoft glory was to be 
called the Fathers and Paflors of their people, 
whom they looked upon as their children. We 
fhould alfo fee the people rendered thus happy, 
call thofe good kings by the' name of father ♦. 
Wc ihould fomctimcs too meet with kings, who, 
become the (liame and fcourgc of humanity, flrikc 
horrour and defpair through all ranks, and force 
the people, departing from the natural mildnefs of 
their genius, to betake themfelves tq the atrocious 
refolution of exterminating the family of a ty- 
rant, or of calling in other barbarians to their fuc-> 
cour,' that they might aiTign over to them their li- 
berty and their revenge. 

Ik 



* Mi'ffi* of Lc Comte^ vol. iii. 
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From feeing fome virtuous emperors, whofe 
power was extrcnie» prefer the title of father and 
preferver of their people, to the epithets terrible and 
tremendous, it appears, that if thefe monarchs 
were not limitted and reftrained by laws, they, 
however, reftrained thcinfelves bv reafon and mo- 
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Ik fuch cruel viciffitudes, which have fo often 
made this empire change mafters, the vices of its 
conftitution were in a continual ftruggle with its 
virtues : the energy of the natural laws was ever 
prevalent, and took the lead in the beginning of 
the dynaflies : and fuch was their excellence, tha( 
even the new conquerors chearfully fubmitted to, | 

and admired them. But, in procefs of time, the | 

hidden vice began to ihew itfelf, gathering ftrength f 

infcnfibly, till at laft it excited new combuflions ; 

in the ftate. \ 



\ 



We muft not then expeA to And, at any other 
time but at the beginning of each of the dynaftics^ 
or when heaven had made a prefent to the empire 
of feme prince pre-eminent for his perfonal vir- ] 

tucs, the model of a perfect government : but» 
that no errour may hence arife, be it remembered, 
that the Chinefe government was for tliat tioie no 
longer a Dclpotiiin. I 
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fuVity: fo that the government of China, dcfpotic 
by its naAirc, ian^ theocratic by its principle, that 
i3» but lictlc calculated for this earth, drew nearer 
to ^an and to humanity, and proportioned itfelf 
thereto^ as one may fay, by the good fcnfc and 
prudence of thofc rcfpcdablc monr.rchs. In fach 
glorious intervals, when mcnarchs were capable 
of fufpcndih^ a too great cxrcft of power, and of 
'prcfcribing new and unufual limits to it, through 
fuch princes DefpDtifm became monarchial in its 
excrcife, and thereby conilitutcd the hai>pincfs and 
lafcty of the people. 

' For, in cficft, what kind of Dcfpotifm is that 
which tolerates to cxift within its prccinfts thfe 
fin\icnt'y cftabliflied bodies of mngillratcs and 1?- 
tcriiti, who have often dared, and with fucccfs, 
under good fovcreigns, to make remonftranccs to 
tlief«, although dcfpots ; to give inftru£Hve leflbns 
concerning government ; to dCi.'iare to them, with 
as much truth as boldncfs, that the obligation they 
arc un«^cr to moderate their power, and to make 
no bid ufc thereof, cftabliflieth inftead of over- 
turn! ig it ; and that the falutary conftraint which 
they ought to iriipofe on their pafTidns, docs not 
render their condition upon earth worfe than thtic 

of 
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of the imperial Sovereign of* heaven, who allows 
himfcif no power but that of doing goodm 

A GOVERNMENT in the full glory of fuch Ihine* 
big circumftanccs, was not, as yet, abiblutely a 
monarchy s nor was it a Dcfpotifm :— What was 
it then ? One of the primitive theocracies, which 
erroneous principles had not as yet caufcd to degen 
rate : it was a precious image of thofe tiroes ia 
remote antiquity, celebrated under the title of the 
Golden Age, when reafon fwayed, as yet being 
the firft and only law for the guidance of man<^ 
kind. 

This proves Lc Comte not to be entic^ely wrong, 
where he tells us, that from a view of the anticnC 
laws of Chinst, it would fcem to us as if God 
Inmfclf had been the Lcgiflator who di<Slatcd them : 
and no wonder, becaufc they had been cfbbliflied 
in thoA: theocratic times, when God was hcl4 
to be a£^ually the king of the earth, and the inha- 
bitants thereof as the juft and the qIcSl^ over whom 
be was immediately to reign. 

These amazing inftances, collcded from the 
hi(Vory of China, do not lead us back to Defpo- 
tifm i but, inftead. thereof, to the elevated and 

fublime 
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fablime fpjculatioii of the primitive people, whofc 
intention was to mode) thcmrdvcs upon the go- 
vernment of heaven, in order to be happy upon 
earth. By recalling it to our n.cmoi) , they at the 
fame time ^^'vc us a knowledge oi all the danger, 
and all the illufion, with which it teemed. For it 
was in confequencc of this fatal fuppofuion, that 
all the nations gave thcmfclvei up, without any 
rcfervc, to the capricious fway of an individual, 
from a miftakcn belief, that in fo doing they gave 
thcmfelves up to the all-wife providence of the fo- 
vcreign Emperor both of heaven. and earth. 

These detached anecdotes, which we admire 
in the Chinefe hiftorv, cannot be a counterbalance 
to the cry of nations, and the experience of all 
times, whicft jointly rife \\p againft the theocratic 
fyftcm, and againft all arbitrary adminiftrations, 
which are thence derived. I hear this univerfal 
cry of nature inform the Chinefe (who have not 
been always fo wife and fo happy as is imagined) 
that all thofc convulfions which have fo often 
(hook their empire, were derived from no other 
fource but the fupernatural tendency in the fpecu- 
lations of their forefathers ; and it was the prime 
caufe of there having been in China, as well as in 
other places, fuch monlters in a human form as 

a Sar<» 



* Antlqutty makes mention of feveral princes who 
had been aSluated with the fooUJh and eruel a/nbition of 
d^Jiroying the monuments of all the reifins^ and of all thi 
tijjics which had t receded them^ in order to pafsj in thi 
opinion of pojlerity^ for the firjl of mankind^ and for 
the four ce and origin of all focictics. Thofe pejlilcntial 
mon/iers have even envied the revolutions of nature^ 
their affiiSIive power y and very probably en eavoured 
to counterfeit them. Tlje ideas and prejudices with 
which the antients wen imbued^ in regard to ajlrono* 
mical and aflrological periods of the duration of thi 
ivorldy miifl have contributed to the folly of thofe princes* 
It was imagined^ that in a period which was fucceffrvi 
to another y the world was no longer the f ami i and as 

religion 
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SardanapaluS) a Nero, &c. who, under the name ' 

of the deity, and the proteflion of theocratic pre- 
judices, fported with the fuiterings of mankind. 
It alfo informs them, that ^hofe very revolutions 
which had been occafioned by the antient chime- * 
ras, dcdroyed in their country, as they have done 
in all others, the true monuments of the hiftory 
of the world, to fubftitute in their room collec* 
tions of lies and fabulous amials *. 

This univerfal cry of nature, informs them 
likewife, that it was their antient fuppofttions, and 
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the mifufc of the figurative ceremonial, which 
made them ftray into iilolatry, the nficr and infc' 
parable companion of Dcfpotifm : that, in fincy 
it is the falfe principles of theocracy, as well in 
polity rs in idigion, that have caufcd all the dif* 
fcrent catuArophcs happened tlicrc ilnce the rcno* 

vation 



religion then admoniflad thcm^ that they ought to renew 
themfelvesj as Jhe yet admomjlyeth ui^ it was belleveu 
that every thing ought to be renerjued and changed^ even 
to their memory \ for then^ as at tie jubilee of tie He- 
brews J ail the pnjl was deemed forgotten ^ and as not 
to have happened. The aniient inanner of reckoning 
the yeurs was left oj}\ and a n.zv one fidjiitutedy whieb 
made them to ne^leit tie ani.yicnr rgesy o ml prior e^ 
pochs i and tl.at^ no (ctdty ids been the Oi iunal laife 
of the different ehronologiial rpoihs and aras^ tLu have 
perphxeJ fo much the hljhry of tic world ^ and of 
wnieh^ perhaps^ there is ^ iialncd hut the fmallcjl pen t 
in cur UjloritS. Eutj indfftn'UulIy of thrfe preju-» 
dices J and their natural rjfeels^ it huSy n.orecver^ been 
the folly of conquerors to rennv ti-trfe epochs* The Jaf- 
tor^kings enieavowcd to erofiy in Egypty the rcnitm' 
brance of pajl ages. The Babylonians and the Clinefe 
have hetd primes guilty of the like extravagance \ and 
whoy for the fame intent y fenteneed a corflaable quan^ 
tity of bioks to be bnruty the lofs of xvhiJ) is to be for 

evir 
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vatloa of the world, which is the date of that ex« 
tcnfivc empire. 



L 1 2 



Having 



ever deplored. An'l there is reafon to helteve^ that it 
tit 9 the confeqttence of . fuch frenzies xve are Indebted 

for thejetuiJI) annals. This nation held all the others 
in fuch contempt^ that ive nuy readily conclude their 
frie/lsj after their tranfmi. rjUon^ comfrifed in ihi 
heft v.cnncr they could j t/r annals of the nation^ in 
which they endeavoured to ahforb all antiquity^ and t$ 
confine to t-:emfe!vcs the orij^in of all the nations. But 
that I'u'jich already difioVirs their fooUJb' vanity^ 
and canrot fail hereafter to confound //;<f^», /V, 
that they have compiled anew thefe annals with more 

fupnflition than genius : they have^ in party made ufe 
of none otl.vr hut the primitive materials^ which^ /«- 
deedy thrj have mifplaced and diffigured in point of 
truthy tut not fo far as to render it impeffible to difco'^ 
ver their primitive form and place. Tie annals of the 
Hebrews y of the Egyptians^ oftl>e Chinefe^ (^c. pre* 

fent to my view new buildings ereSled by unjkilful and 
ivtpojing architeSfSy whoy in malting ufe of the mate-' 
rials of elder e'-ifcesy which they had deflroyedy did 
not efface the primitive relievos thereof fo far y but that 

fragments of the firfi building are difcoveraUe in the 

foitn lotion of the fecond. 
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Having now examincvl the conilitutlon of Chi- 
na, a:id acquired a know!;:«igc of the charaftcr of 
this peopIC) fo pafTionately fond of their cuftoms, 
good or bad, wliich had been tranfmitted to th^m 
from rheir aac^dors, we can the bcuer extend our 
view to futurity, in order to torcfcc what is like 
hereafter to befall this famous empire, from fuch 
an attached zeal, which deferves the epithet of 
machinal rather than that of rational. All the 
rcmiins of her anticnt inftitutions, which China 
now pofTefles, will necellarily be loft ; they will 
di&ppcar in the future revolutions ; as what (he 
hatfi already loft of them vaniftied in former ones : 
and finally, as {he acquires nothing new, (he will 
sdw^y* be on the lofmg fide, and the alterations 
which One has to undergo will be ftill to worfe^ 
while thofe clFeAuated ev«ry where elfe will bo 
iUll to better. 



SEC- 
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SECTION XX. 

Ca'ulufun of Dcj'^etljM. 

m 

H E many fourccs and the fcveral caufes of 
'^ Dcfpotifm ought now to he as well known 
::; i.ie e\'ih which it has produced. This form of 
govcmm^nt^ however illuftrious its origin may 
have been, has never, from its rife, appeared 
otiicr but a pernicious monfter, and will alwajs 
be the fcourgc of mankind, which it renders vik^ 
degrades and uifhonours. 

Theocracy looked upon men as juft ; der}K>* 
potifm as wukcd. Both the one and the otlier 
govcrnn:cin, by fupjx>fing principles in the cx- 
trcTTie, and not at all adapted to this world, brought 
forth at the fame time the (hamc and mircrics of 
mankind; then came idolatry, and invaded the 
throne which had been ralfed to the monarch* 
deity \ then unlimited flavery crept into the place 
of that precious liberty which the human race 
bad meant to prcfcrve through fupernatund means. 

By hoping to make the reign and the flate of y 
the juft in heaven dcfccnd upon earth, mankind 

was 
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/ was plunged into all the liorrours nnJ all the tic 
fpair appcndaged to the reign of helh 



Instead of looking upon kings as the rcprc- 
fcntatives of public reafon and the epitomized 
image of the focicty over which they prefide, man- 
kind would fain confidcr them as the reprefcnta- 
lives of the Deity, who cannot have any fuch 
upon earth without being di^gmccJ thereby ; be- 
caufe all fuch im:ir^cs deceive uf , through a crowd 
of prejudices, which fpring from that kind of fu- 
pcrftltion. 

It is then finally demonftrated, that defpotifm 
is a kind of government, as contrary to religion 
as to 'tood fcnfe and rir^iit reafon. Thus it is to 
be defined in a few words. Defpotifm is a pagan 
theocracy, 

- I fay that Defpotifm is a pagan theocracy ; it 
might, doubtlcfs, be fufF.cicnt to fay, that it is a 
theocracy; for, what kind of theocracy can 
there be in the world but >yhat is pagan and 



' •/li-vl if f*r\iit; • 



idolatrous ? 

- Idolatry confiPis not onlv in rcverin;* a ftatuc* 
an animal, or a man, as the rcprcfcntatjve of tho 

Diitv, 
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Dclcy. In orJcr to convey a true notion, this 
woulU be the moil adequate delinition of idolatry, 
to wit J it Is a wJtjllf $r a polity^ f^Ppfifi^^g that to hi 
oh'i*ii xL'hiJj is n:t i.ijiKi: wherefore, it is not only 
idolairous, to IktUcvc that the words of a man, 
and the oracles faid to have been uttered by marUc 
and brafs, arc the words and decrees of the deity ; 
it is alfo idolatroui to prefer myftic and theocratic 
f;)cculations to rcafon and good fcnfc ; it is idola- 
trous to believe, that all IcgiHation is immediately 
dctivcd from tlic very God, and dictated to his 
mIniikTs from above. It is idolatrous to acknow- 
lcd::c a divine and incfFaccable character in the 
thoocracic niiniilcrs. It \s idolatrous to a;>p]y for 
the guidance of man*s conduct here below, laws 
ilut arc adapted only to heavenly Beings, It is 
idolatrous to facrifice the peace, trancjuiliry and 
roafi)n of the public to di the trumpcr)' of fooih« 
fayers, fortui^c-tcllcis, magician;, oracle- retailers, 
nunircftation";, or whatever pompous ti;lcs other 
well known impofuions may be decorated withal, 
it is idolatrous to confound heaven with earth, 
ti) fain be iiulepcndenc of the public reafon, to 
liufKnow one^s I'elf, and to pretend to be more 
than man. It is idtilatrous to renounce being en- 
titled a citizen of the world, the fubjcet oi onc*s 
natural fovcrel^n, iji order to tyrannize over the 

hum.m 
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human r»cc in the name of the deitv : or to lire 
in a rcclufc manner, cither dcfpifuig or forgetting 
the reft of mankind. 

In fine, fincc it cannot be denied, Theocracy, 
the parent of all crrours, as well as Defpotifm, 
both religious and civil, which arc fprung from 
it, and every government and adminiftration 
cither derived from, or bearing any refcmblance 
to it, are all idolatrous, as abfuid in thcmfdves, 
as they are criminal in regard to the Deity, and 
pernicious to all focictics. 



SECTION XXL 

How Dcfpaufnt ekcUncd in Europe. RepulUcs fuc- 
ccc cJ. The falfe principles of ibis rtnu form of 
govcrnmcKt. 

HAVING made a due invcftigation of all 
the circumftanccs attendant on the rife, pro- 
grcfs, and duration of Defpotirm, the curious 
may defire to l)c informed by what means it was 
overthrown in fcvcral regions of the won J, and 
which was the firfl people that, indignant to bear 
its galling yoke any longer, had recourfc to make 
choice of a new and milder form of government. 

They 
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They may alfo dcfire that we fhould unfold the 
nature of the fo chofcn govcmiDcrt ; and it being 
l];cncrjlly known, that the fucceiiive thereto were 
the Republican and the Monarchical, it may be 
exposed from me that I at leaft Ihould enter into 
a detail of their founden views, and delineate the 
chAra<Stcri(lic features of thefe two new legiiUtions. 
Dcfircs and qucftions of this nature, being fo in- 
timately conne&cd with the prcfent fubjed, I 
ihal! endeavour to fatisfy them in the beft manner 
I can. 

Now we (hall have an opportunity of ieeing, 
that amon:;(l the various nations, all doomed to 
the like flavery, fome individuals began to be ac- 
tuated by a proper fcnfcof the privileges belong- 
in^ to their nature, as well as by the iiiilucncc of 
the climate in which they lived, 

■ 

The hillory of the world, fo far back as we can 
look upon its information to be authenticated, 
tcacheth us, that Europe was the firft to uke the 
lead i for, having been fo long harmiTcd by the 
tyrannical government of her kings in ancient 
times, (he overturned the thrones which had been 
eftablifhed in Greece and Italy, and, endeavour* 
ing to rcftorc to mankind the honour and liberty, 
44' which they had been £> long deprived, founded 
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the repuUican government through all her pro^ 
vinces, as the mod capable of rendering mankind 
free and happy. Thcfc new means were big with 
new errours, which we muft trace up to their foun- 
tain-head. 

We have already obfcrved, that after the extinc- 
tion of ccclcfiailical theocracy, all the nations a-* 
voided 2 many-headed form of government, from 
a religious principle, and a l6ng imbibed preju- 
dice, that mankind ought to be governed upon 
earth by one only will, as the univerfal fyflem 
is by the fupreme Being. The bad confequcnces 
derived from this great principle, were its nc- 
ceflarily producing greater evils in each focicty, 
and fprcading dcvaftation every where. The Euro- 
peans were the firft difguftcd at fuch opprcffivc mea- 
fures ;becaufe, among mankind, they had the quicks 
eft fenfe thereof. We muft not, however, for 
that rcafon, think them freed from all the preju- 
dices which the fertile womb of remote antiquity 
had hereditarily poured out on this world ; and 
that they had no (hare in the new form of govern- 
ment, which was adopted in confcquence of this 
political - revolution : fo far from it, the primitive 
theocratic fpeculations were revived i and, by in- 
fluencing the new meafures entered upon, and the 
projeds of liberty fuggefted on all hands, thefc an- 

tient 
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t.wnt ch;.-ncr2s became again the fource of all the 
vices, anJ al! the diTardcrs inherent to the repuUi* 
can conr:itutioiis of Greece and Italy. 

The rcgal govcmnKnt, •and its necciStyy were 
(o Aron^\' imprc;TcJ upon the minds of the Euro* 
peons, anu k> clofcly interwoven with their rtii* 
i:lon^ tha: e\-en thcfe among them, who were ac* 
taarcd by tlic grcatcjl hatred and honour of royal* 
tv, thought it prtulcnt to prelerve its fliadow, al- 
though they had dcilroycd iis reality. Therefore 
the Athenians and the Romans made over to the 
pricllhocd that ii:Ie, but devoid of any power ; 
hcRCC the origin of the King of the Augurs, and 
the Kinj: of the Sacrifices; by which finefle, 
ihcv rinctcd they fuih!Ied the remaining religious 
prciuJiccs, relative to the neccfllty of a king's 
prcfence in fociety ; but even here we can cafdy 
diicover, that all this was dictated by the theocra- 
tic fpirit; bccaufc, at C\c %xry fame time, the 
Athenians crcc'icd a ftatue to Jupiter-King, inti- 
nuting« that, for the future, they would have no 
o;hcr but him. 

What then has been effcftcd by the republi- 
cans ? nothing more than the re-cft'-b^iihment of 
pnmitivc theocracy, as wdl as of all the oihcr pre- 
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judiccs thereon dependant^ that ever tended to en- 
force a fimilarity of the government nnd conaltion 
of mankind upon earth, to the government and 
condition of the inhabitants of heaven. It was 
they infpircd all the new laws then indituted for 
fecuring the liberty, equality, and happinefs of 
each fubjeA ; and it happened, that the very pre- 
judices, which had been big with all the difaflers 
known in the times of ancient theocracy, became 
alfo the fertile parents of all the difcords and per- 
petual commotions, wherewith republics arc agi- 
tated ^ that, from their not having fixed, but 
only illufivc points of light to go by, and falfe 
principles for the regulation of their conduct, they 
were never able to attain the ftatc of tranquility, 
for which they fo firenuoufly endeavoured. From a 
falfe imagination, that an equality amongft the 
memoers of fociety, preventable by a thoufand 
phyfical and moral caufes, and only pradicable 
in heaven, was eflential to liberty ; all the mcni- 
bers of a republic being rendered equal, were be- 
come fo many kings, fo many legiflators. 
« 

In order to maintain fuch vain-glorious chime- 
ras, every republican flate has had rccourfe to for- 
cible, violent, and fupernatural means -, to wit, 
the divifion of lands, the abolition of debts, the 

com- 
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community of pofleflions, the numbering and valur 
ing of the Icgiflative voices, a multitude of laws con^^ 
cerning luxury, frugality, commerce, &c. which 
kept them for ever employed, and for ever divided. 
The republics boafted their being free, and yet 
were always in fcarch of liberty. Tranquility wat 
the harbour they all feC out for, but could never 
make it. They faid all their members were equal, 
thougb, in faA, there was no equality among 
them. 

In fine, all thefc republican governments, be* 
caufe they had ever in view, an enjoyment of the 
utmoft advantages that can be afcribcd to theocra- 
cy, and the heavenly reign, were perpetually tolled 
about liice thofe vefl'cls that fail on ftormy Teas in 
queft of imaginary realms ; and, having b^en for 
a long time beleaguered by frightful tempeils, are 
at la(l wrecked upon rocks, or daflied to pieces 
on the inacccflible ihorc of feme defart iC.ind. In 
a like manner the republican fyflcm w.is ever in 
qucft of a fabulous country; and, flying ^rom 
Defpotifm, met it every where. Such was the 
bad conflicution of thofe government?, meaning 
to efTe^luate the equality and liberty of the people, 
and was derived from that very Defpotifm, fo much 
the objcA of their profeflcd abhorrence ; and, in 
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trying times, was often their laft rcfource, and 
chief fupport. Rome, to fave hcrfclf, was under 
the cojcnt ncceffity of forgetting her republtca- 
nifm, and of fubniitting to a fovereign authority 
under the different titles of Decemvirs, Ccnfors, 
and Di Slators, 

I SHALL not mention here the other theocratic 
principles, concerning the unity of the reign of 
the monarch-deity, which, having been transferred 
into the republican (}ilcm, excited therein a thirft 
of conqueft, through a fpirit of religion, tq the 
great annoyance of all other focieties. 

There needs no more to be thoroughly con- 
\ inccii, that a republican government is neither 
calculated for our globe, nor adapted to the cha- 
ncer of man; nor capable of conftituting his hap- 
pincfs here below, than to rcflc£l on Its inconftan- 
cy, pcr^Ktual divifions, fhort duration, and the 
narrow limits of its tcritories, wherein it is al- 
ways neccffarily confined for the prefervation of its 
conftitution. Through the means of this laft 
precaution become fo indifpcnfibly cflcntial to it, 
'there appeared lefs unity among mankind than 
ever was known before. The inequality and jca- 
loufy of republics, in regard to each other, caufcd 

the 
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the ciFufion of as much, nay, of more, human 
blooJ, than the moil cruel Dcfpotifm ever flied. 
The great focicties devoured the fmall ones; and, 
in their turn, the giVat focteties devoured each 
other, and finally themfclves. 

We ought, however, to intcreft ourfelvcs for 
rcpublicanirni, and plead in its behalf, through 
the extraordinary merits it has exhibited to us, in 
fo many furprizing examples of fortitude, courage, 
and other virtues, whereupon the immortality of 
its reputation is fouM.ded. But, that we may not 
be fcJuccd, and impofed upon by fuch fplcndid in« 
(lances, it will be fuiltcicnt to make an enquiry 
into the caufes of her virtues, as we have into 
the caufes of her vices, 

» 

The theocratic principles, which we have 
traced out in rcpuMican fyftcms, were above the 
force of human nature, and therefore muft have 
raifed man above himfdf. It lafted but for a time, 
becaufe mankind, then afting through an e xccfs of 
fervour and zeal, were not able to continue con- 
ilant in a ftate which is not natural to their condi- 
dition upon earth ; and prodigies have but a tranfi- 
tory duration licre below : becaufe, they are not a 
pari of the common courfc of nature. It was, 

therefore, 
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therefore, ncceflary, that the republicans flioulJ 
foar nhovc therkifclvcs, for a certain time, bcca*jfc 
the: point of view whereon they had fixed their 
eyes, was fupcrnaturaU It was ncceflary for them 
to be virtuous during a certain time, bccaufc their 
ambitious form of government would ridiculoufly 
ape the government of heaven, which is the rcfi- 
dcnce of virtue. But, after all, they were nccef- 
fitated to relapfe into humanity, for which end 
they had been created. 

It 5^ this very fupernatural tendency, which wc 
adt^Micin the republics of old, and which wc feem 
to regret, that was, in all probability, the fource 
of the tranfitory happincfs enjoyed during t^c pri- 
mitive theocracies, which mankind has dignified 
with the appellation of the golden age, and the 
reign of juflicc : it was this fame fupernatural ten- 
dency, which, in procefs of time, fo far animated 
the primitive church, as to make it in our days to 
be fo often mentioned with cnthufiafm. 

Altho* the fpecuIativeobje£^s of thefe three forms 
of government may appear different to us, yet they 
have been fundamentally the fame ; wherefore all 
three mud neceflarily have produced prodigies of 
virtue : but the fame fupernatural (])irit, which 

excited 



I 



The origin of D.ESPOTISM. 273 

excited and fired them in their purTuit, was the 
caufe of the Ihortnefs of the r.ra£lice i and why t 
whatever is fupcrnatural is not fuited to our earth* 

This leadeth us to an appofite iefie<9 ion here, 
to wit, that the popifli fupcrftitiun was miilaken 
when (he called the heroic virtues of the an- 
tients falfe virtues, ani human virtues ; if they 
were falfe that proc%*cdcd from a quite contrary 
caufe, from their being more than human :— and 
what caufcth the misfortune 9nd defpondency of 
many now-a-days, is, that mod of the virtues 
propofcd to the bulk of mankind, in all parts of 
the world, by enthufiaft preachers of all religions; 
and in the Chriftian, by raving, popifh mi/Iiona- 
ries, arc of this fort. 

Virtue, that neccflarily afluating principle of 
republican governments, is an ;:gcnt fo difpropor- 
tionatc to the bufinefs of this world, that in the 
republics of Greece and Italy it proves an errour. 

• 

This fublime virtue, which produces equality 
in heaven, caufes upon earth that inequality which 
all endeavour to avoid. Rome and Athens have 
furnifbcd us with proofs, that appear ftrange and 
inconccivablci bccaufe we never make a proper ef- 
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timatc of man. The moft eminent pcrfonagcs> 
the mc'ft virtuous citizens ; in fine, all the wor^ 
thics ^I'.o had conferred the grcatcfl obligations on 
thefe republics, were thence banifhed, or went 
into voluntary exile. Their merits were oficnfivc 
to the bidden and jealous workings of human na- 
ture : their fupcriour virtues rendered them a kind 
of flate criminals againft the prevailing and efta- 
bliflied fpirit of equality amongfLthe people. 



S E C T I O N XXII. 
Or monarchical government. 

THE abufe of Dcfpotifm, the dangers annexed 
to republics, and the erroneous tendency of 
thefe two governments, derived from theocracy, 
would, of thcmfclves, fuggeil to us the opinion 
which we ought to form of the third, though rea- 
fon alone were not to diflatc it. That government 
where the monarch's throne is founded upon the 
laws of fociety, over which he reigns, is doubtlefs 
the wifcft and the happicft of all. 



All the principles of fuch a government fpring 
from tlic very nature of man, and of the planet 
which he inhabits : it is fitted to this world as a 

republic 
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republic and a theocracy arc for heaven ; and as 
Defpotifm is for hclK Honour and rcafon, that 
gave it birth, and dircA its courfe, are the true 
a^Suatin^ principles of man, in the fame manner 
as that fubiime virtue (of which republics have 
difplayed to us but a few tranfitory rays) is the 
conftantly aAuating principle of the inhabitants of 
heaven ; as fear iit defpotic fiates is the only 
aiEluating principle of the damned. 
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Mokahchs ilone poiTefs the true means of , 

nuking mankind enjoy all the happincfs polEUe, all 
the liberty poflible, and every other real advantage 
that can poflibly be enjoy ci upon this earth : for, , 

like to other anticnt forms of government, it ne- ll 

vcr fought after chimerical ones, which cannot be 
conftnntly made ufc of, but at all times may be 
abuicd* 

The monarchical form of government ought to 
be efteemcd as the miiAer-piece of human reafon, 
and the port whither man, tofTed about on the 
flormy ocean of life, in qucft of an imaginarj* hap- 
pinefs, (hould have (leered, in order to attain one 
adapted to him ; not (o fubiime indeed as that he 
had in .view, but more folid and more real in this ; 
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In* che laonurcliical form of govrrnmcnt he fees 
kings who neither afFc£l any attributes of the 
divinitv, nor forget that they arc m?n. There he 
can iove, honour, and rcfped them, without a- 
doring and fearing them as gods or cixmons. There 
kings fubfcribc to the focial and fundamental laws 
of fociety, by whofecncrrv t- « ir thrones are im- 
movcably fixed, a;id their fubjc^s rendered iir.ppy : 
there men obey without reluctance or murmur^ 
ing, thofe falutary laws to which they are indebt- 
ed for fuch prudent fovereigns, and for all the ho- 
nourable and rational advantages which diftinguifh 
man from the Aliatic flavc, and the favage of Ame- 
rica. 

Whereas our anceftors were under the guidance 
of found rcaibn, and were deeply penetrated with 
a juft fcntiment of the dignity of human nature, 
when thcv agreed to fubmit themfelves to kings, 
they proceeded ro po extravagant choice between 
a god and a da:^oh : no ; they made choice of a 
niortil Uke unto themfelves, whom the public rea- 
fon fupports by fixed and permanent laws, by which 
he himfclf is the firft bound, becaufe he is a man, 
and the fit ft among men. This moderate form of 
government^' which is fo congruous to humanity, 
does 2f6t require that its kings fliould act as gods : 

it 
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it docs not require from the people a rigid virtue, 
of which few are capable ; or a flavifli fubnaflioiH 
which would cither dif^uft or muft degrade them. 
It fcts a juft v*»!uc upon fiKiii and leaves them in 
the free enjoyment of their fcntiments concerning 
their civil and their natural ftate. It cheriflies in 
each individual that fcntiment of the dignity of 
his nature, called Honour. And if men be actu- 
ated by p:ifiions, becaufe they are men, and as fuch 
ou ht to huve them ; the fUrc knows how to con- 
tiiiii liicm wiihin proper bounds, and to convert 
thcni to a general g«.?od. What an adniirnhlccon- 
ftitution ! how worthy of all our refpect, and ail 
our love ! Every fociety muf^ therein behold, and 
be fcnfible of a fituation by fo much the more laft- 
ing, and the more happy, as not cflablifhcd either 
upon falfe principles, on chimerical means and mo- 
tives, or upon fuperftitious and myflical ideas« 
but upon reafon, nature, and the true chaructc- 
riftic of things here below. 

I DO not intend now to enter into a detail of 
the diflTerences from each other, obfcti/ahle in the 
prefent monarchies of Europe. They arc all, more 
or lefs, founded upon true principles ; one thinks 
ihe enjoyeth a perfe<Sl conflitution, though tUll 
inicQuA with tbecrrours of the antient monarchies* 

Another 
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Another waftcs herfelf in complaints, although, 
perhaps, happier and nearer to perfection than (lie 
is aware of. 

We arc not to dcfpair of the poffibility of fee- 
ing hereafter pcrfcd monarrhr.s, wher<.!*i :joihing 
will be wanted that h thought er..nii... u this 
form of govcrnrticnr. Its prii\: ipli . '^ ing hu- 
mane and rr^ui . %»ill ju.iiit out uli ;*i.c laws that 
oii'.'ht to i^j truly lic5\, , ::i.c i'oiii tlicTe laws being 
as humane andnatuul as their principles, wcmay 
cafiiy forcfcc that tli«ie and the progrefs of xeafoii 
will ncceiTarii/ lead thereto. The fame cannot 
be faid of the two other forms of government. 
The perfection of a rcjiublic, or of a theocracy, 
13 a chimera ; tiic pcrfeilion of defpotifm is an 
horrour; and when not fo, is no longer def- 
potifm. 

The prcfent monarchies may as yet have fome 
faults, but it is not my bufincfs to point them out* 
I am but a fubjc«5t, and the happinefs which I en- 
joy under the hws and my prince, require that I 
(hould be nothing more. It is the progrefs of 
knowledge influencing kings and the public 
reafon, that is, to communicate to them the final 
inflru£tions upon whatever may be defective in 

regard 
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regard to the true tntcrcft of (bdety : and to this 
progrcfs of knowledge which commands, in an 
invifiblc manner* all beings in nature endowed 
with thought, is rcfcrved the future right of be- 
ing the IcgUlator of mankind, and of dtffufing 
imperceptibly without any forcible effort, new 
light over the political, as it conftantly iheds over 
the learned world. 



» 



OBSERVATIONS 



On thi SfirU ofhs'ws. 

I Should think I had omitted the mod intcreAinj 
of the obfcrvatiojis I had to mukc, if, after 
having traced up to their fuurce, anJ then follow- 
ed the progrcfs of the dlHcrent govern tncnts which 
now fubfiils, or have heretofore fubfiflcd in the 
world, I were not to conclude with animadvert- 
ing on, and admiring the genius of the great au- 
thor of that work ; who (unacquainted with the 
particular origin of thcfe governments, about 
which very like he never made any* enquiry) has 
begun hh work where I end mine, and no: with- 
ftandiiig hr.th ailigncd to each its acluatiiij prin- 
ciple, and the hv/s thciicc derived. 

Wr. 
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We have obfcrvcd that theocracies and republics 
took heaven itfcif for the model of their admini* 
IVration. *• It is virtue, fays M. de Montcfquieu, 
that ought to be the aAuating principle of a re- 
publican government.'* 

We have obfcr^'cd that the fole intent of 
dcfpotifm was to reprcfent the great exterminating 
judge in corrupted theocracy. " It is fear, faith 
again M. dc Montcfquieu, that is the a^uating 
principle of dcfpolirm. 

•' It is honour, (iiys this Icgiflator of our 
times, that mud be the actuating principle of 
monarchy." We have, in fact, acknowledged, 
that it is the only rational form of government 
fitted to this globe, which leaving man in a juft 
fcntimcnt concerning his (late and his exigence, is 
to be maintained and prcfcrved by honour, which 
is nothing more than that fcnfe which we all have 
of the dignity of our nature. 

NdTWiTHSTAKDiNG all that has been advanced 
by paflion, ignorance, and fupciAition, againft 
the principles of the fublime author of the Spirit 
cf LcivSy they arc in thcmfclves as true as his faga- 
city in difcovcring them was immenfc^ But fuch is 

the 
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the privilege of fupcriour genius, that it alone U 
capaUc of coming at a great whole, of which it 
fees but a part, the total being yet unknown to, 
its almoll godlike penetration. 

Would he vrcrc now alive, that moft extra- 
ordinary man, not only of our time, but even 
of all pad ages, ftill to inftrufi us, and to re* 
enter upon this work as a property, of which he 
would make a more advantageous ufe, tlian infe- 
riour abilities have permitted me \ and now, to 
his ever to be honoured memory, this theologico* 
political Eifay is dedicated, as a tribute of the 
moft fincere, and the moft unfeigned gratitude. . 
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